Why Romans 1-8?[image: ]

Romans 9-11 Tells how the gospel unifies the people of God.
Romans 12-16 Tells how to practice the Christ-life daily.
Both of those are vital 

The intention of this series of instructions will focus on Romans 1-8.  It is in this section we will see God’s point of view of how He solves the deep-rooted sin problem in the world and in us individually.  This is good news!  There is a solution. It is God’s story of how He is bringing about a holy family out of a world of corruption.  The sin problem is not an external problem but also it is inside of each of us. God tells His story through the matured Apostle Paul about how God does this amazing work.

At the writing of this great book (which I consider the primer of every new Chrisitian), Paul is just finishing his last missions tour.
He is worn but vigorous and ambitious. At the time of the writing he is making plans to go on another trip, this time to Spain. The year is 57AD.

The other letters he has written have been to churches he founded by evangelizing and then established for continual growth. The Roman congregation is not a church he founded. This letter, he intends, is the text for the Roman Christians to read before he arrives there. It is his introduction to people he has not met. He is writing ahead so that they will know what he is teaching. He is no lightweight! This is pre-class work for the Roman Christians. Paul is very intentional. He will not be wasting time in Rome. They have the text and he will begin teaching immediately when he arrives. 

He is not ashamed of the gospel.  He brags on its power.
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Message Notes


The background
of Romans 1-8

The Writer of Romans: Paul (wrote Romans about 57AD)
Acts 7:58 “When {the mob} had driven {Deacon Stephen} out of the city, they began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul.” {Saul was in his late 20’s & later took the name Paul}
Acts 26:10 “And that is what I{Paul} did in Jerusalem: Not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons by the authority I received from the chief priests, but I also cast my vote against them when they were sentenced to death.” {Before Paul became a Christian he was a budding, ambitious, & cruel high Jewish official}
Phil.3:5 “I was circumcised on the eighth day, from the people of Israel and the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews. I lived according to the law as a Pharisee.”{Paul was a strict well trained Jew}
Acts 9 1 “Saul, still breathing out threats to murder the Lord’s disciples …if he found any who belonged to the Way, either men or women, he could bring them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he was going along, approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 So he said, “Who are you, Lord?” He replied, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting! 6 But stand up and enter the city and you will be told what you must do.” {This is when Paul became a Christian, believing in Jesus, about 34AD}
The Audience: Jewish & Gentile Christians
Acts 18:2 “{In Corinth} he {Paul} found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla {a Gentile}, because {Emperor} Claudius had ordered all the Jews to depart from Rome. Paul approached them …”
Romans 16 “Now I commend to you our sister Phoebe {Gentile}, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, 2 so that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints and provide her with whatever help she may need from you, for she has been a great help to many, including me.3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked their own necks for my life. Not only I, but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them. 5 Also greet the church in their house.{Paul names 15 mini-churches & their leaders in Rom 16}
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Romans: A Primer for Believers
You don’t have to wait for your body to die to live resurrected now.



Romans Is A Unique Book, For A Unique People






Paul Is A Unique Leader, For A Unique Task






Saints Are Unique, For His Unique Life Now
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