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    January 01, 2023 
 

•  Is a request to stand in body or in spirit 
 
Prelude      Revelation 21: 1-6             Don Knuth 
     
 

Listening as we Gather 
Acknowledgement of the Land 

We acknowledge that we gather on the traditional territory of the 
Haudenosaunee, Anishnawbe and Neutral peoples and acknowledge their 
stewardship of this land throughout the ages. We seek a new relationship with 
Original Peoples of this land, one based on honour and deep respect. 
 
We aspire to create a safer space for everyone.  We welcome you and the gifts 
you bring as part of your sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 
age, race, cultural background, or abilities. 

 
Welcome and Opportunities for Ministry and Fellowship 
 

• Introit  Behold, Behold, I Make All Things New      MV 115 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle and procession of the Word 

 

• Call to Worship     
One: A new day, a new week, the beginning of a new year. 
 
All: May our hearts be open to all the wonders God would have us 
experience. 
 
One: May each of us feel the Spirit filling us up with the hope and courage we 
need for this coming year. 
 
All: May each of us feel the welcome of God’s love! Thanks be to God! 
 

• Opening Hymn        All Beautiful the March of Days                              VU 530 
                

• Prayer of Approach         
  
 



 

 
    

Prayer of Confession and Letting Go: 
 
One: Holy One, as we yearn to begin this new year renewed by your love, we dare 
to look deep into our own hearts, to see if there is anything we need to let go of in 
order to follow you. We confess any words spoken or deeds done that have 
caused harm to others.  
All: Let it go … let it go … let it go. 
One: We confess the projects that we did not get done, no matter how well 
intentioned. (Silence) We let it go. 
All: Let it go … let it go … let it go. 
One: We confess that there are people we meant to connect with, support, 
encourage, and strengthen and we did not. (Silence) We let it go. 
All: Let it go … let it go … let it go 
One: We confess to any grudges that we still hold closely, like a favourite but 
worn-out blanket. (Silence) We let it go. 
Let it go … let it go … let it go. 
One: We confess those times when we have engaged in wishful thinking rather 
than trusting in the hope you give. (Silence) We let it go. 
All: Let it go … let it go … let it go. 
One: We confess anything else that rests upon our hearts that prevents us from 
being present here and now, to a new day, a new beginning, a fresh start. 
(Silence) We let it go. 
All: We let go all those things which do not give us abundant life. Free us to 
be your gentle, joyful people. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen 
Words of Assurance 
All: Forgiveness is what God does. Thanks be to God for a new beginning. 
 

Listening For God’s Word 
 
A Story for the Young at Heart 
 
• Hymn Psalm 90  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”         VU 806 
 

Readings from Our Tradition 
 
Revelation 21: 1-6a   Reader:  Douglas Facey 
 
 One: Herein is wisdom. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 



 

 
 
 
Matthew 25: 31-46 
 
 One: This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Ministry of Music  Take my life and let it be ...    
Autumn Debassige - Soloist 

    
Sermon:     For a New Beginning 

 
• Hymn I See a New Heaven          VU 713 
 

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 

One: Dear friends, from the beginning God has sought to live in covenant love with 
God’s people, inviting them into abundant life and the joy of sharing God’s love 
with all whom they encountered.  
From the beginning God’s people have forsaken God’s love and promises and 
followed their own ways and desires. 
Again and again, our loving God has renewed God’s covenant with God’s people. 
And so today at the beginning of this new year let us renew our commitment to live 
in covenant with our loving God. 
Do you believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus 
the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by 
the Spirit? 
All: I do, by the grace of God. 
One: As the congregation of First United Church, Waterloo, do you commit 
yourselves to a life that celebrates God’s presence, lives with respect in Creation, 
loves and serves others, seeks justice and resists evil, proclaiming Jesus crucified 
and risen. 
All: We do, God being our helper. May God grant us the grace to keep the 
promises we have made this day. Amen 
 
 
Time of Offering  
 



 

 
 
Prayer of Dedication: 
Bountiful Creator, we give you thanks for the many gifts with which you have 
blessed us. We offer these gifts as a token of our thanks. Send you Spirit 
upon us and these gifts that working together we may be signs of your love 
to all the world. Amen 
 
Call to Prayer O God Hear My Prayer     VU 948 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father (and Mother), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kin(g)dom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kin(g)dom, the power and the glory, 

            forever and ever.  Amen 
 
• Sending Hymn God of Life       VU 528 
 
 
Benediction and Sending Forth  
 

• Benediction Response     Amen, Amen, Hallelujah, Amen                 VU 974 
  
Recession of the Light and Word       
           
Postlude:       In Thee Is Gladness                                                      J.S. Bach 

  

  

  

  

 


