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From the beginning, through baptism, we are called Christian. We are “Christ-ened” at the font. 
Bearing Christ’s name, we share the same Father and are invited to address this parent 
intimately: Abba! Jesus bears our sins in humble obedience to the will of God. Today we pray 
that the mind of Christ, whose name we bear, would be our own. It is a good way to begin, 
again, another year. 
     
WELCOME  (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Word made flesh, 
our life and our salvation. 
Amen. 
Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, 
let us confess our sin. 
God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, 
and call us to be messengers of your peace. 
We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
our resources, and our security. 
We nurture conflict and build barriers. 
We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
and ignore the groaning of creation. 
Have mercy on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
Renew us with your grace 
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 
Amen. 

http://www.clcathens.org/
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Hear the good news: 
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 
shall know the salvation of God. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG   In the Bleak Midwinter (ELW 294) 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148) 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. 
Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Numbers 6:22-27 
A reading from Numbers. 
22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless 
the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
 25the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
 26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
 27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 8 
 1O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should care for them?  
 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and honor you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 7all flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 9O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7 
A reading from Galatians. 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 
5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, 
through God. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:15-21 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  At the Name of Jesus (ELW 416) 
 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 
 
O Loving God, we are filled with wonder and awe that you sent Your Son as a fragile human 
baby to live among us. Such blessed love! We thank you for all the goodness in our lives: warm 
homes, food, safe communities, health, meaningful work, and family and friends who love us. 
Inspire us by your birth to be a blessing to others and to share our abundance with those in 
need. We also rejoice with those who are celebrating birthdays, anniversaries, and other happy 
events. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Wonderful Counselor, you bring light to our darkness of fear, doubt, and selfishness. Shine in 
our hearts to illumine the path you want us to take, send your Spirit to journey with us, and 
redirect our lives to show courage, faith, patience, and caring. Help us discern and use our 
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talents to do your work. Bless all pastors, bishops, lay leaders, and all of us who are the church. 
Lead us out to tell the Good News, work for justice, forgive others, and show love to everyone. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Mighty God, we marvel at the wonderful Earth you have made. Help us to recognize the 
blessings of every season and every kind of weather. Teach us to be faithful stewards of your 
Creation, to work diligently to care for all that is entrusted to us, and to use the Earth’s 
resources wisely. We pray you would guide us to reduce our consumption and to preserve the 
Earth for future generations. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Everlasting Father, you are our refuge and strength. Restore to wholeness all those who are ill 
in mind, body, or spirit. Bless caregivers with compassion. Bestow knowledge and guidance on 
all health care workers and researchers. We also pray for those who are dealing with long-term 
diagnoses, such as depression, dementia, and addictions. Comfort those who are feeling blue 
this season as they mourn the loss of loved ones. Embrace our elderly loved ones and shut-ins. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Prince of Peace, we pray for people everywhere who struggle with hunger, poverty, violence, 
and the effects of natural disasters. Keep them safe and give them hope. We envision a time 
when peace will replace all evil, conflict, war, and torture. We beseech you to stir the world's 
leaders to act with wisdom and compassion so poverty, oppression, and war will end. We pray 
your blessings of security and comfort come to all refugees, military personnel, and veterans, 
just as you protected Joseph, Mary, and Jesus on their journey to and from Egypt. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of mercy, listen now as we offer other prayers either silently or aloud……… Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O God, we give thanks for the lives of those who have passed away. Comfort and support their 
family and friends who mourn. Remind us all of the promise of everlasting life with you.  Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.       
 
Into your hands O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray trusting in your mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church app!  

OFFERTORY  
 
 

https://www.clcathens.org/give
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OFFERTORY HYMN Come Now, O Prince of Peace: Ososŏ, ososŏ (ELW 247) 

 
 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 
Creator of all and Source of life, 
at the birth of time 
your word brought light into the world. 
In the fullness of time, 
you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
to shine in our darkness 
and to make us your daughters and sons. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 
his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 
By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Glory to God in the highest! 
Come to the table of peace. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table 
with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
As you have gathered us in joy, 
send us forth as messengers of your peace. 
Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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BLESSING 

God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 
and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG     Cold December Flies Away (ELW 299) 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Asst/Lector: Mike Cleland; 
Time with Children: Kay Cleland; Livestream: Doug Debrick; Ushers: John Deno; Acolyte: Meena Juedes 


