
   

We are a Christian community rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ that gathers to  
worship, learn and share, and reaches out to welcome, witness and serve. 

        
 
 
 
 
The Bethlehem Star     January 2023 

FLBC Ski—Snowboard—Stay Winter Retreat 
Come for an awesome weekend filled with good food, fellowship, snow games, worship and 
FUN! Spend your days skiing or snowboarding at Whitefish Mountain Resort or Blacktail 
Mountain Resort. Downhill snow sports not your forte? Some of the best cross-country ski 
trails in the Flathead Valley are a few miles from camp, or spend the day at camp relaxing, 
studying and enjoying the view of Flathead Lake. Post skiing activities include hot chocolate 
by the fire, group games, time to relax with new friends, Bible Study and worship. Retreat be-
gins with dinner at 6:15pm on Friday (check-in is from 5–6pm! Sack lunches are  provided for 
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday.   Call the camp office at 406-752-6602 if you have any ques-
tions or to register!  

Pancake and Sausage Breakfast 
"Shrove Tuesday on Sunday" Pancake and Sausage Breakfast planned for Sun-
day, Feb 19th at 10:30 am, following worship. We would love to have as many 
youth helpers as possible. The congregation is invited to enjoy breakfast and fel-
lowship.  We will be doing the Make Sale Silent Auction at a later date. 
—Youth Committee 

The Gift of Clean Water! 
Thanks to the December generosity of Bethlehem members and friends, over 2000 
people will be drinking clean water in 2023.  You donated almost $7500 toward 
ELCA Good Gifts (plus one matching gift) so that 4 Spring Well water filtration sys-
tems could be provided in 4 communities around the world.  Clean water in these places will 
create healthier, more productive lives for families and individuals.  God’s grace flows like a 
stream of living water… from our hearts to the world.  Thanks be to God!  To find out how the 
ELCA uses Good Gifts and other donations throughout the world, visit https://www.elca.org/
Our-Work/Relief-and-Development.  

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development
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Happy New Year! 
 
May blessings and peace abound among us in 2023, and may our 
neighbors know the goodness of God because of our faith. 
Several things are happening as we dive into the new year…  
 
Remember, the mission of our church depends on everyone using their gifts as God has 
called them to share in the work of the gospel.  Now is the time to prayerfully consider 
how you might give of yourself in the many projects and plans of our ministry. 
 
• Vision and Mission Statement revision/development – as I’ve indicated before, I’ll 

be gathering a team of people to set these ideas and words in place before us as a 
congregation.  A renewed focus on just what God is doing through us will lead us in-
to the years to come.  Let me know if you’re interested in this work. 

• Mission Giving – a group of folks has already planned its first meeting to determine 
ways of hearing from you exactly where God is calling us to give and share our bless-
ings this year.  Previously, these allocations and amounts have been set by simply 
carrying over what was done in years prior with perhaps slight modifications.  We 
want to know how the Holy Spirit is calling us to give through our connections with 
neighbors today, responding to the needs of today.  Watch for information to come. 

• Music Ministry – there are many ways to share your musical talents and gifts at BLC.  
Choir is always looking for new singers.  But whether you sing or play an instrument 
– from the accordion to the xylophone – you can add to the praise of God.  Let us 
know how you roll! 

• Serve on Sunday Morning – We need Ushers, Communion Assistants, Cantors, 
Greeters and Hospitality servers.  Go to our online sign-up page and select a date to-
day… or call the church office 406-752-6140. 

• Dwelling in the Word – Watch for a short video each week from me (email, face-
book, website) that centers us in a text of scripture each week.  You’ll listen to the 
scripture in the video, then have opportunities to respond – either on your own – or 
at select gathering spots with me.  We’ll listen to God and listen to God through one 
another, together! 

• Council will be electing new members in May.  Is God calling you to lead and direct 
the mission of this congregation.  Let us know if you want to be considered for a 
council position. 

• Of course, many groups and teams meet week after week here at BLC – Bible Stud-
ies, Prayer Shawl knitters, Circles, Quilters, Endowment team, Committees (Youth, 
Education, Fellowship, Stewardship, Outreach, Finance, Property and more!). 

 
God is moving in you to move the church… I’ll see you out there in the midst of it all!  
God bless you. 
 
Pastor Scott 

https://www.bethluth.org/pages/volunteer-sign-up
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THANK YOU BETHLEHEM! 
 

The Fellowship Committee was overwhelmed by the generosity of everyone who 
contributed to our Tree of Sharing this Christmas.   The congregation donated 
items for care kits that will be given out by the Police Department to those who 
are experiencing crisis situations and for outreach to the homeless.     
24 dozen homemade cookies were delivered to the Police Officers as a huge thank 
you to them for all they do for our community.  The following items were donat-
ed: 
 
14 Hats 
17 Gloves 
33 Socks 
21 Deodorants 
22 Safety razors and 36 disposable razors 
18 Shaving creams 
160 Handwarmers 
20 Fleece blankets 
$535 – to purchase additional items as needed 
24 Dozen Cookies  
 
We simply cannot thank everyone enough for your continued generosity to this 
and so many other outreach opportunities.  Happy New Year and God’s blessings 
to you all.   

Love Music?  Consider Joining Mixture 
Mixture is our flexible instrumentation ensemble for vocalists and instrumentalists 
that will provide congregational leadership and instrumental parts to hymns and 
liturgies---descants, small percussion patterns for congas, tambourine, guitar, etc. 
Mixture will rehearse music for upcoming the upcoming 3 weeks on Saturdays at 1 
PM. With Mixture, the idea is to be flexible and for it not to require the every 
week commitment as an opportunity for those that may not be able to commit to 
a handbell ensemble or choir. We are going to make some changes in the new 
year and add these things but not every Sunday and be more intentional about 
mixing up who are playing things on each week that we do play.  
 
GosBells will begin rehearsing on January 7th and we will be rehearsing on Satur-
days at 11 AM.  
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Support Our Community 
Jan 9 
Flathead School Snack Program 
Flathead Food Bank 5:30 
 
Jan 21 
My Montana Wedding Expo 
Flathead County Fairgrounds 10-4 
 
Jan 29 
Whitefish Winter Carnival 
Whitefish Mountain Resort 10:30-3:30 

Thank You 
“Thank you all so much for volunteer-
ing with us this fall.  We greatly ap-
preciate your time and energy.  We 
are making great progress in Somers.  
With your help, new families will soon 
be blessed with a home.” 
—Habitat for Humanity 

FLBC Couples Retreat 2023 
Come to Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp and invest in much needed rest and re-
newal time. Join us for an intentional retreat of spiritual renewal and relationship 
care. We will provide a guided couples relationship workshop using John Gott-
man’s “Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work” curriculum as well as time for 
spiritual renewal and faith formation. Take this weekend to focus on the deeply 
important aspects of all our lives, our romantic relationship and our faith life 
health. 
This weekend is ideal for couples who desire to strengthen their relationship and 
experience deeper joy together, and for those who want to take intentional time 
to renew and grow their faith as an individual and as a couple. Time for relaxation, 
hiking, campfire worships, and great food will round out the weekend. 
 
Retreat begins with dinner at 6:15pm on Friday (check-in is from 5–6pm) and 
ends at noon on Sunday. 
$325 per couple // $100 deposit & registration due by February 14th, 2023 
Give your Valentine a special gift of time away on a retreat!!  
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New Year’s Around the World 
 

First-Footing (Scotland) 
Scotland’s Hogmanay celebration is one of the most rousing celebrations in the 
world. Hogmanay comprises street entertainment, fire festivals, concerts, street 
festivals, and more celebratory acts, but is also known for its tradition of “first-
footing.” According to the custom, the first person who crosses the threshold of a 
person’s home should bring a gift of luck. Traditionally, this gift was a coal for the 
fire or shortbread. 
After the ban of the Christmas holiday in Scotland in the 16th and 17th centuries 
under the reign of Oliver Cromwell, Hogmanay became even more important, as it 
was an outlet for Scottish citizens to figuratively chase away the darkness with 
light, warmth, and festivities. 
 
Wearing White (Brazil) 
In Brazil, the new year is regarded as a time to reflect upon the past and make 
new resolutions for the coming year. Everyone wears white because the color sig-
nifies luck, prosperity, and is meant to ward off bad spirits. As the tradition goes, 
revelers gather on the beaches donning white garb where they jump seven 
waves—a lucky number in Brazilian culture—for good fortune and throw flowers 
into the water as an offering to Lemanjá, the goddess of the sea. 
 
Consuming Grapes (Spain) 
The most prominent New Year’s tradition in Spain involves consuming grapes. 
Each year, Spaniards partake in the annual tradition of eating one grape for every 
toll of the clock at midnight. The twelve grapes consumed are meant to represent 
good luck for each month of the year. Some even prepare their grapes by peeling 
and seeding beforehand to ensure they’re easy to consume. 
The tradition is believed to have originated at the turn of the 20th century in the 
southern part of the country where makers of wine worked to boost demand for 
grapes in the winter. 
 
Dropping Ice Cream (Switzerland) 
In celebration of the New Year, the Swiss channel good luck, wealth, and abun-
dance by dropping a dollop of ice cream on the floor at midnight. They also line 
the streets in colorful costumes and perform symbolic ceremonies intended to 
chase away negative spirits. 

https://www.invaluable.com/wines-spirits/pc-5P1KWJO0ML/
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From In memory/honor of 

Bill and Jana Pursell Parents, Wally and Zoe Pursell, Ron and Elsie Batchelor 

Kelly and Brenda Bernard Blessings of family 

Maggie Mohl my husband Arnie 

Carol Eckholt Dale Shawhan 

Mark and Julie Miller Ron and Betty Haas 

Debbie Snyder In loving memory of my husband and my parents 

Bonnie Pederson Clyde Pederson 

Jean White Betty and Les Tarbet 

Charlene and Gary Singley Gary Crowe 

Terry Brosten My wife, Nancy Brosten 

Pauline Sjordal 
My two brother, Paul Sjordal, and our parents- Victor and  
Luella Sjordal 

Rick and Jan Ulvin 
Our parents, brother, children, grandchildren, and great grandchil-
dren 

Bill and Lauri Erickson 
In memory of our grandparents.  In memory of  Luther and  
Carolyn Couch.  In Honor of Bill's parents 

All who love and miss her In memory of Anecia.  In honor of Jamison 

John and Linda Erfle Our children and grandchildren 

Larry and Margie Simpson In honor of Xander, Olivia, and Shaw Simpson 

Linda Fredenberg In memory of Claire and Jerry Kasala 

Brian and Becky Croucher In loving memory of Kenzye Fabeck and Don and Pat Phillips 

Marsha Solak 
In memory of Walter Solak, Buzz and Jane Minteer, Walter and Mille 
Solak.  In honor of Meghan Solak McKeirnan and Ashleigh Solak 

Helen Dollan 
In memory of Jack Dollan and Ricci Kathryn Olsen.  In honor of  
Louise Gulick. 

Anne Taylor 
In joyful celebration of God's gift to us in the birth of His son, Jesus, 
our Saviour! 

Sherry Korthase In memory of Jean and William Korthase, Jr. and Paul Faso 

Larry and Char Kaber In memory of Lori Kaber 

Margie Dornfeld In memory of Don Dornfeld 

Greg, Lori, Brock, and Mac Ad-
kins In memory of Bob Meister 

Bev Aronson In memory of Allan Aronson 

Roe and Beverly Hatlen Thanking God for our children and grandchildren 

Jim Kittilsby In memory of Lyle and Katy Kittilsby 

Don and Jean Paschke In honor of our families- Paschkes and DePues 
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January Calendar 2023 

Worship Assistants Needed 
Greeters - Ushers - Readers - Cantors - Communion Assistants -  

Communion Set-up - Donut/Coffee Hosts 
About 8-10 people are needed every week to help make church happen.  We 
need YOU to add your gifts and talents.  If everyone takes a role once or twice a 
year, we can make it happen!  Most sign-ups can be done using the Volunteer/
Sign-up page at www.bethluth.org.  Or you can call the office and Kellie will help 
you find a day and time that will work for you. 
Pick a date that works for you and sign-up today!  Thanks! 

  Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 New Year’s Day 
9:00am Worship 
9:00am KOFI 
 
 

2 
6:00pm FTF, FH 

3 
6:30pm 
Committee 
Directors, FH 
7:00pm 
Committees, FH 
8:00pm Executive 
Committee, FR 

4 
6:45am Men’s Bible 
Study, FH 
10:00am Staff 
10:30am Spinner’s, 
FH 
7:00pm Choir 
 
 
 

5 
9:00am Quilters, FH 
9:00am Knitters, FR 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Epiphany 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
1:00pm 
Mixture 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
9:00am Worship 
9:00am KOFI 
10:20am Adult Bible 
Study 
 
 
 

9 
6:00pm FTF, FH 

10 
9:45am Dorcas 
Circle, FH 
6:00pm Council, 
FH 

11 
6:45am Men’s Bible 
Study, FH 
10:00am Staff 
10:30am Weavers 
7:00pm Choir 
 
 

12 
9:00am Quilters, FH 
9:00am Knitters, FR 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

14 
1:00pm 
Mixture 

15 
9:00am Worship 
9:00am KOFI 
 
 

16 
6:00pm FTF, FH 
 
 
 
Newsletter   
        deadline 

17 
 

18 
6:45am Men’s Bible 
Study, FH 
10:00am Staff 
10:30am Spinners & 
Weaver’s, FH 
7:00pm Choir 
 
 

19 
9:00am Quilters, FH 
9:00am Knitters, FR 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 

21 
1:00pm 
Mixture 

22 
9:00am Worship 
9:00am KOFI 
10:20am Adult Bible 
Study 
 
 
 

23 
6:00pm FTF, FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
9:30am PEO, FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
6:45am Men’s Bible 
Study, FH 
10:00am Staff 
7:00pm Choir 
 
 
 

26 
9:00am Quilters, FH 
9:00am Knitters, FR 
 
 
           
              
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
1:00pm 
Mixture 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
9:00am Worship 
9:00am KOFI 
10:20am Adult Bible 
Study 
1:15pm Blood Drive 
 
 

30 
12:00pm 
Women on the 
Go 
6:00pm FTF, FH 
 
 
 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Locations: 
CM-Commons 
FH -Fellowship Hall  
FR-Fireside Room 
HB-Hjortland Bld. 

http://www.bethluth.org
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
603 South Main Street, Kalispell, Montana 59901 
office@bethluth.org / www.bethluth.org 
Facebook: Bethlehem Lutheran Kalispell 
406/752-6140 - 406/752-6145 FAX 
KOFI 1180AM at 9:00am Sundays 

Electronic service requested 

The deadline for 
the February  
newsletter is  
January 16th.    

Thank you!  

Church Council 
President: 
Tony Nelson 
Vice Presidents: 
Julie Miller 
Treasurer: 
Duane Anderson 
Recording Secretary: 
Kellie Nelson 
 

Committee Chairs 
Christian Education 
Lisa Jones 
Fellowship: 
Peggy Aagenes-Janzer 
Outreach: 
Cindy Galvin 
Property: 
Bill Pursell 
Stewarship: 
John Erfle 
Worship and Music: 
VACANT 
Youth: 
Bill Erickson 

Ashley Alvord 1/1 

Steven Matkovich 1/1 

Danielle Matkovich 1/1 

Karen Nichol 1/3 

Jan Whitcraft 1/6 

Marcia Siblerud 1/7 

Oscar Jones 1/8 

Chad Zimmerman 1/8 

Brian Croucher 1/9 

Paul Wachholz 1/9 

Zac Bunten 1/14 

Nancy Helland 1/14 

David Jaumotte 1/15 

Marianne Gielow 1/17 

Sarah Thompson 1/18 

Rebecca Marshall 1/21 

Brock Adkins 1/26 

Emmery Schmidt 1/29 

Ella Gerbozy 1/30 

Don Herman 1/30 

Margaret Mohl 1/31 

Jennifer Fisher 1/31 

Sylvia Olson 1/31 

Laura Meskis 1/31 

mailto:office@bethluth.org
http://www.bethluth.org

