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                      Clergy 
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The Ven. Noel Wygiera 
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Service Schedule 
In person 

Sunday: 10:00 am 
Thursday 2:00 pm 
                       Online 
Sunday: 1:00 pm 
     7:00 pm 
 
 

We are now in the middle of the Christmas season.  The end of our 
Christmas season is Epiphany, January 6th. What is Epiphany?  The 
word itself can be defined as a moment of sudden revelation.  For us 
it is the manifestation or revelation of Christ to the Gentiles as 
represented by the Magi. When did the Magi arrive to see Jesus?  
We are only told about the Magi in Matthew’s Gospel.  In Luke’s 
Gospel, which has the much-loved story of Jesus’ birth, we are only 
told that after his presentation in the Temple 40 days after his birth, 
which marked the end of the time of purification of Mary (Leviticus 
2:1-4), the family return to Nazareth.  Was it 12 days after Jesus’ 
birth that the Magi arrived?  Most biblical scholars feel this is not the 
case, as the earliest would have been after Mary’s purification.  
Some have felt that it was when Jesus was 2 years old.  This is 
based on two things.  First, that Herod had all the children under 2 
killed, so he must have felt that was the range he needed to cover, 
and second. Matthew states, in most translations, that the Magi 
found him in a ‘house’, when Luke says there was no room for them 
in the ‘inn’.  We picture the birth occurring in a stable or even a cave, 
but at that time, and well into the middle ages in Europe, people 
lived on the second floor of a house, and the cattle and other 
animals were kept on the main floor.  So, it may very well be that 
that is where Jesus was born and after all the others who had come 
for the census left, they were able to move up into the ‘house’. It is 
Matthew who tells us that after the Magi leave, Joseph has a dream 
and takes his family to Egypt.  Herod may just not have been leaving 
anything to chance with his killing of the children two and under.  
Bottom line is: No one is sure when they came.  Certainly after 12 
days and before two years.    
Submit items for the February Newsletter by January 27th to mthain@telusplanet.net 
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WEBSITE 
www.oldchurchrd.com 

 
Visit it often to check for news and upcoming events.  If anyone has an item they feel 
might be appropriate for inclusion on the website please send it to 
website@oldchurchrd.com. 

if you change contact information, eg. address, phone number or email   
address, make sure that you notify the office at: office@oldchurchrd.com 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
WORSHIP SERVICES:   
Sunday: 10:00 am Eucharist 
      1:00 pm On line Service 
      7:00 pm On line Night Prayer/Compline 

If you do not receive an email link to either of these on line services 
and would like to attend, contact vicar@oldchurchrd.com. 

Thursday:  2:00 pm Eucharist  
 
OTHER EVENTS: 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study: Recommences January 11 
Joint Ladies’ and Men’s Groups Breakfast:  Saturday January 14th, 9:00 am.  All 
men and women of the parish are welcome.  Please notify Tim Murray, 
twomurrays76@gmail.com or Bob Dixon, bdixon1@telus.net if you plan to attend. 
Parish Tea:  January 12th-following the 2:00 pm Eucharist All are welcome 
Pub Night with Brother Michael: 
Another chance to get together for beer and conversation around faith, philosophy, 
theology and the like. We’ll keep it pretty informal, with the goal of creating a space to 
talk about things we’re wrestling with, ideas that excite us, and questions we’ve been 
wanting to explore. My hope is to make this open and accessible to people inside and 
outside of the church, so please feel free to bring friends.  
Our next pub night will be on Monday January 9 @ 7:00 p.m. at Murph’s Pub and 
Grill. (5020 47 Ave, Red Deer). 
If you’re interested in learning more, text or call Michael McAuliffe at 403-877-4644, or 
just show up. 
Exploring Emotions Together: 
Please "save the date" for January 10th, 2023, at 6:30 pm, for an eight-week series 
attempting to bring tangible and practical ideas to a much-misunderstood 
topic.  Together we will be meeting in the Church Hall to explore how we can move 
closer to God and enjoy a more abundant life through better understanding and utilizing 
our emotions.   
If you want any further information please call Phil Wright: 403-598-1792 or visit the 
information on the website at https://www.oldchurchrd.com/news/emotionally-healthy-
spirituality   
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Pastoral Care Course 2023: Tuesdays – February 14, 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28. The 
time is 6:30 pm – 8:45 pm.  Deadline to register will be February 3 or a full class. For 
more information or to register contact Rev. Tracey 
at pastoralcare@calgary.anglican.ca.  
 
Information regarding in person worship: 
If you are uncomfortable worshipping in a group, remember the online services. If you 
prefer to continue to wear a mask in church, that is also fine. If you wish to attend one of 
the on line services, when they are offered, and do not receive an email invitation, 
contact vicar@oldchurchrd.com.    
 
COFFEE ROSTER: 
We still need volunteers to sign up on the Coffee Roster.  Please consider this if 
you can.  There is no need to supply food.  Instructions for making the coffee are 
available in the kitchen.  You can sign up on the form by the kitchen. 
 
FINANCES:                                                                                                                        
Heat the Church:                                                                                                           
Just as it is important to continue giving our regular donations to the church, those who 
wish to contribute to this fund can do so by putting an envelope marked Heat the 
Church in the offering plate on Sunday, under the donate button on the website or by e- 
transfer as outlined below.  Thank you to all who continue to support this. The 
suggested donation is $25 for a day. 
 
Financial Statement: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 We thank all those who contributed through our Giving Sunday.  To this point the 
parish has received over $8200.  There have been some further donations that will not 
appear until we have the December figures.  We also have indications that some 
parishioners have not been able to make a ‘lump sum’ payment but intend to increase 
their regular giving by a small amount.  This is very helpful.  As you can imagine, our 
utility costs will be up for December with the cold weather. Once again, if you are 
interested in changing to pre-authorized giving, please contact Barb at the church office 
and she will provide you with the necessary form. We are also continuing to pick up 
donations weekly from the mailbox at the church and a number of parishioners are 
making donations via Interac e-transfer. If you would like to use this method, you can do 
so by using your online banking; please enter offerings@oldchurchrd.com as the 
recipient email address. If you are usually an envelope user, you can enter your 
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envelope number in the comments section or if it is for a specific use, such as Heat the 
Church or Flowers you can mark that in the comments section.  This is an automatic 
deposit so there is no security question.  We give thanks for all who, in whatever way 
possible, contribute to the help cover the expenses of keeping the church 
building and all its programmes meet their expenses.  

Flower Calendar and Memorial Dedications:                                                                 
There is a new ‘Flower Calendar’ up at the back of the church where you can sign up for 
donations for flowers. There has been a change in vendor and the suggested 
donation is now $60.00. It has been $50 for a number of years, so this is not a 
surprise.  These donations can be accompanied by a specific dedication if you wish.  
Arrangements can be made by contacting the church office at office@oldchurchrd.com. 
Apart from flower donations you can remember people and events as a Special 
Dedication on any particular Sunday. If you so choose, you can make a donation to 
accompany your memorial and these can be designated to the Memorial Fund, General 
Fund, or any other Special Fund of your choosing. If you wish to make a donation, 
either for flowers or as a special dedication, e-transfers can be sent to 
offerings@oldchurchrd.com. If you are going to send a cheque, please email the office 
at office@oldchurchrd.com to let them know about your dedication and the Sunday you 
would like it to appear. If doing an e-transfer (offerings@oldchurchrd.com), put in the 
message section your dedication, the date you would like it to appear and if it is a 
Special Dedication apart from a flower donation, designate the fund to which you would 
like to donate the money. Special Dedications, for flowers or otherwise, will appear in 
the announcements on the designated Sunday. 

AROUND THE PARISH:  
Choir:                                                                                                                        
The choir practices at 9:30 Sunday morning. Anyone interested in joining the choir 
please contact joanwilliams474@gmail.com or just come for the practice. 
 
Thanks: 
Thanks to all who helped with the preparation of baking for the Christmas boxes given 
to the shut-in members of the congregation. 
Also, thanks to all who helped with the decorating of the church.  Once again, the 
church was lovely for Christmas. 
AROUND THE CHURCH: 
In the church notices in the Red Deer News, January 4th,1922, the upcoming services 
for St. Luke’s were listed as: 
 Friday January 6th, Feast of the Epiphany:  

Holy Eucharist 10:00 am 
Sunday January 8, 1st Sunday after Epiphany:  

8:00 Holy Eucharist; 11:00 am Matins and Sermon; 2:30 pm Sunday 
School; 7:30 pm Choral Evensong and Sermon. 

     
(Note that the days corresponding to the dates were the same as they are this year) 
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Christmas Poem: 
 
Noel sent out the link for a new Christmas poem by Malcolm Guite.  It is well worth 
watching and listening to it as it is introduced and read by the author, an Anglican 
priest/poet in England.  Some of you may have heard him reading poetry at an event in 
Sylvan Lake in 2017.  There is an interesting biographical article about him on 
Wikipedia.   
 In case you missed it, here is the link again.   
 
https://youtu.b/39pQaK3WzB8 
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A Prayer for Ukraine 
God of peace and justice, 
We pray for the people of Ukraine today. 
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. 
We pray for those who fear for tomorrow, 
That your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 
We pray for those with power over war or peace, 
For wisdom, discernment and compassion 
To guide their decisions. 
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, 
That you would hold and protect them. 
We pray this in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 
     (from Archbishop Justin Welby and Archbishop Stephen Cottrell) 
                    

Prayer during a Pandemic 
This is from St. Paul's Church in Lexington, Kentucky and was provided by the Primate, Archbishop Linda Nicholls, to 
PWRDF, who posted it on their website. 

May we who are merely inconvenienced                                                           
Remember those whose lives are at stake.                                       
May we who have no risk factors,                                                   
Remember those most vulnerable.                                                                                  
May we who have the luxury of working from home                                            
Remember those who must choose between preserving their own health or making their 
rent.                                                                                                                                    
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close   
Remember those who have no options.                                                                       
May we who have to cancel our trips                                                                          
Remember those who have no safe place to go.                                                              
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all.                                                               
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home                                                       
Remember those who have no home.                                                                             
As fear grips our country                                                                                                   
Let us choose love.                                                                                                       
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,             
Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbour.                         
Amen 

 

 
 
 

 


