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‘His name was Luke’

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

St. George’s Anglican Church 
in Moncton hosted about 150 
people Nov. 30 who gathered to 
say goodbye to Luke Landry, the 
35-year-old homeless man who 
died Nov. 21.

Luke had been released from 
jail that day and tried to access 
programs in the city that would 
provide a bed for the night. 
Despite community workers 
staying late and making numer-
ous calls, no bed was found. He 
had no winter clothes and no 
where to go.

His mother, who lives in Brit-
ish Columbia, sent him $100. 
He was found dead in a public 
washroom outside Moncton 
City Hall just after midnight on 
Nov. 22. No cause of death has 
been released. 

Luke was well-known at St. 

Homeless man who 
died in Moncton 
washroom  
remembered for  
his love of Jesus

George’s, having accessed many 
of their outreach programs.

“He camped out here in 
2020,” said the Rev. Canon Chris 
VanBuskirk. “And he stayed here 
last winter.”

Both the camping in the yard 
and the emergency shelter in the 
church basement were attempts 
to give the homeless population 
a place to stay.

Luke had also been a member 
of Fire Watch Ministries, a mis-
sion serving ex-offenders, led by 
Eden and Carolyn McAuley, that 
meets at St. George’s.

So there was really no ques-
tion that any memorial service 
for Luke would be held at the 
church he was familiar with.

Priests, community work-
ers and many friends of Luke’s 
gathered to pay their respects. 
His family was able to watch a 
livestream of the service online.

Chris and the Rev. Rick Cun-
ningham led the service, which 
featured eulogies from several 
friends. 

“We give thanks for the 
hope we have in Jesus Christ,” 
said Chris during his welcome. 
“We’re also here to pray for 
Luke’s family and for each other.”

Chris patiently explained 
how the service would unfold 
for those not familiar with the 
Anglican tradition.

“We will be using a form 
[of prayer] that has been used 
for hundreds and hundreds of 
years,” he said.

Paul Clements read a mes-
sage from Luke’s mother, Mary 
MacDonald, but he began by 
saying, “I’m going to do some-
thing unorthodox. What was his 
name?”

A few people answered, 
“Luke,” but Paul asked again, 
louder, “What was his name?”

“Luke!” they shouted.
This was in response to the 

Humanity Project circulating a 
meme on social media stating, 
“His name was Luke” with the 
message that more needs to be 
done to help the homeless. 

“My heart was broken last 
week when I heard the news 
about Luke,” said Danny Gallant. 
“It’s still broken. We had many 
road trips, late night talks. I’ve 
known him a very long time.

“I choose to remember Luke 
as someone who loved learning 
and loved people.” 

ABOUT 150 PEOPLE gathered Nov. 30 at St. George’s Anglican 
Church in Moncton to honour and remember the life of Luke 
Landry, the man found dead in a public washroom. Luke was a 
Christian, a dad, a son, an evangelist, a singer, a helper, and yes, 
an addict who had lost his way. He was also well known to St. 
George’s for using their outreach services and was acquainted 
with Fire Watch Ministry, which meets at St. George’s. Luke ontinued on page 2

Welcome to the neighbourhood
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT 

It was four years ago that Christ 
Church (Parish) Church in 
downtown Fredericton began 
the long path to becoming a 
landlord. 

Supply chain issues are hold-
ing things up, but very soon the 
Rev. Canon Wandlyn Snelgrove 
and the congregation hope to 
welcome four single people 
into tiny homes on the church 
property.

Christ Church (Parish) Church will soon be a landlord to formerly homeless tenants

During those years, the 
five-person committee at CCPC 
navigated a sea of red tape, many 
delays, a myriad of regulations, 
three levels of government and 
many community partners, 
helped along the way by Jason 
LeJeune, an advocate for the 
homeless and a city councillor. 

“When we started, we had a 
couple of congregational meet-
ings and the answer was yes,” 
said Wandlyn. “There was no 
financial burden on us at all. We 

had the land, and we agreed to 
be friendly neighbours and good 
landlords.”

The housing strategy imple-
mented in the tiny homes 
project is called Housing First, 
a concept that says if you give a 
homeless person secure housing 
and support, they have a much 
better chance of dealing with 
their issues and turning their life 
around. 

CCPC continued on page 3
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D I O C E S A N     N E W S

GORDON MACLEOD 
Gordon MacLeod spoke about 
the first time he met Luke. He 
was driving on High Street when 
he saw an older man slumped 
on the sidewalk. He stopped to 
help. Over his shoulder he saw a 
man approach, “heading straight 
for me,” he said. 

“I yelled, ‘step off!’ I wanted 
to concentrate on helping this 
man.”

When he continued, Gordon 
yelled his command again.

Several months later, while 
Gordon was lecturing at Cran-
dall University, he noticed a 
young man with a wry smile 
among the students. 

“It was like he knew some-
thing I didn’t,” said Gordon.

Later, that young man sought 
out Gordon and asked, ‘Do you 
remember meeting me?’

Yes, today, you were in my 
class, said Gordon.

‘No. Your first words to me 
were: ‘Step off!’

“We both laughed. He used to 
call me Big Brother.” 

Over the months that fol-
lowed, they became friends, 
talking about faith, life and 
family.

“He grew up in the drug 
culture of Cape Breton,” said 
Gordon. “So did I.

“I knew of his history — he 
used and he had a temper. Truth 
be told, there was a day when I 
used and I had a temper.”

At Crandall, Gordon came to 
see Luke as bright, hardworking 
and funny. 

“I love Luke. I miss him al-

ready, but I know by God’s grace 
I’ll see him again. Why am I so 
confident?”

Gordon answered by quot-
ing Romans 8: 38-39:  For I am 
sure that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

NATHAN MASKERY 
Nathan Maskery spoke of his 
relationship with Luke which be-
gan many years ago when Luke 
came to Moncton. When Nathan 
moved to Thunder Bay to plant 
a church in 2017, Luke looked 
him up while passing through 
on his way to British Columbia.

Nathan gave him a tour of the 
church, and noticed Luke crying.

‘I just feel God’s presence 
here,’ Luke told him.

“There was this tenderness 
in Luke when he talked about 
God.”

One time they were in St. 
George doing outreach, and 
Luke jumped up on a park 
bench and started preaching 
impromptu.

“He was super intelligent. We 
didn’t always see eye to eye on 
theology, but he could always 
back it up. He was always chal-
lenging me. I told him ‘I wish I 
had your brain.’ I envied that.”

Nathan told those gathered 
that his wife had changed her 
name in his phone, so that when 
she called, the called ID was 
‘love of my life.’

One day she called Nathan, 

and Luke saw the caller ID.
“That better be Jesus calling!” 

he said.
Nathan was at his church in 

Thunder Bay when he got the 
news about Luke. He longed to 
come back, but knew he couldn’t. 
The previous Sunday, he preached 
about hope as the Advent season 
began, and talked about Luke.

After the service, someone 
called him to say ‘we feel like 
you need to be at that service.’ 
They paid for Nathan’s ticket to 
Moncton.

Chris ended the service by 
explaining that the candle burn-
ing at the front represents the 
risen Lord Jesus, and invited 
everyone to light the candle each 
had been given.

“Hold that candle as a re-
minder of Jesus, the conqueror, 
the king and saviour.” 

A reception was held after the 
service. 

CHRIS 
An hour before the service 
began, Chris was downstairs 
laying out sleeping mats for the 
50 or 60 homeless people he was 
expecting that evening.

He opened his church as an 
emergency shelter last winter 
for several weeks, but said this 
year, it would not happen again. 
So why is the basement of St. 
George’s open again for those in 
need? 

“It went down to -16 that 
night,” said Chris. “That’s the 
thing. What do you do?”

Ironically, the temporary 
shelter first opened the night 
Luke was looking for a place to 
go. They’ve been open almost 

‘His name was Luke’
Luke continued from page 1

every night since Nov. 21 — the 
decision dependent on tempera-
ture.

Some good news is that a 
week after Luke died, the city 
voted to temporarily open the 
Moncton Lions Community 
Centre on St. George Street, 
which it owns, to those in need 
of shelter. It will offer 100 beds, 
which will not solve the issue 
for the 500 homeless people 
in Moncton, but it will make a 
dent. 

The opening date is Dec. 19, 
said Chris.

“If not, what I heard is they 
may use a tent in the meantime,” 
he said. “What I get from that is 
they’re serious.” 

EDEN 
Eden has known Luke for many 
years, and readers were intro-
duced to him in the April 2015 
edition of the NB Anglican 
through a story on Fire Watch 
Ministries, which Eden and his 

wife, Carolyn, run. It focuses on 
ex-offenders.

Virtually all the people Eden 
and Carolyn serve are addicts who 
turn to crime to fund their habit.

“Luke was on a merry-go-
round,” said Eden. “No matter 
how much he wanted to, no 
matter how much he tried, he 
couldn’t do it. When he was 
using, every day was worse than 
the day before.”

Eden has never seen Moncton 
in such bad shape when it comes 
to its most vulnerable. 

“What a disaster,” he said. “It’s 
such bad news. I’m fearful of 
more deaths coming.”

To learn about Fire Watch 
Ministries, visit  https://
nb.anglican.ca/ministries/
innovative-ministries/pages/fire-
watch-ministries

To read the April 2015 story 
that includes Luke,visit https://
nb.anglican.ca/news/new-bruns-
wick-anglican-april-2015

ABOVE:  PEOPLE LIGHT CANDLES at the end of the memorial service for 
Luke Landry held at St. George’s in Moncton.
TOP LEFT:  Gordon MacLeod spoke of Luke’s years at Crandall 
University and the many traits they had in common.
BOTTOM LEFT:   Nathan Maskery shared many memories of his 
friendship with Luke.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS

MISSION IN MOTION:  shelter
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New Year’s Day 
*Christ Church 

Cathedral,  
reception  

starting 11:45 a.m.

January 3 – 17 
Diocese of Ho, 

Ghana

January 22 
St. Paul’s, Parish 

of Rothesay

January 27 
Wycliffe College 

Board of Trustees

January 29 
St. Luke’s, Parish 

of Woodstock

February 1 
Bishop’s Counsel

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s 

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

T H E   B I S H O P’ S   P A G E

Archbishop David Edwards

The one constant is God

Until this concept came 
into play, the onus was on the 
homeless person to turn their 
life around first — while living 
on the street — and then be ac-
cepted for housing. 

In Fredericton, Jason raised 
a lot of money to fund projects, 
but what he needed were faith 
communities to step up and be 
landlords. CCPC and Smythe 
Street Church answered the call. 
Smythe Street’s tiny home proj-
ect on Jaffrey Street is also about 
to welcome its first tenants. 

“It’s been absolutely incred-
ible what Jason has been able to 
do,” said Wandlyn. “I have no 
doubt he was working himself to 
the bone.”

The four-unit house, built by 
Maple Leaf Homes and moved 
onsite, sits on the Charlotte 
Street side of the church prop-
erty, where Morgan House once 
stood. 

“It was bequeathed to our 
parish and used as a student 
drop-in centre,” said Wandlyn. 
“It was eventually torn down.”

The new build has one 
wheelchair-accessible apartment, 
which is a studio. The other 
three are one-bedroom units. 

“They’re really lovely,” said 
Wandlyn. “They’re not big, but 
the kitchen is very well laid out.”

Once the building is finally 
completed, the parish will work 
with the Department of Social 
Development to find tenants. 

“They’ll try to get people 

As anyone who knows 
me will realize, I am not 
any kind of scientist and 

definitely not an astronomer. 
The best I can do is to name 
a few constellations and find 
Venus in the night sky, most of 
the time. 

Even when it comes to nam-
ing groups of stars, I can easily 
get it wrong. Orion is fairly easy, 
but I often call the Big Dipper 
the Plough, because that is what 
it is known as in the UK. 

I am well aware that all the 
heavenly bodies we know about 
have numbers and often names; 
and are plotted on maps. If this 
were not so, there would be 
terrible confusion and scientific 
study would be next to impos-
sible. 

The truth is that these des-
ignations are usually randomly 
chosen and named. Also, be-
cause the northern hemisphere 
has traditionally dominated the 
world, seasons and so forth tend 

to be defined from our perspec-
tive. 

As you read this, we will be 
in the month of January, where 
we celebrate the turning of the 
seasons from the plunge into the 
cold and darkness of winter, to 
the climb up towards the heat 
and light of summer. In the far 
north of our country, they look 
forward to the day when the top 
edge of the sun’s disc briefly ap-
pears above the horizon. 

What about those who live in 
the southern hemisphere? For 
them the new year heralds the 
coming of winter. 

My point is that although 
vitally important to life all these 
things are quite random in 
the way we see them and their 
meaning. Even the phenomena 

themselves can vary from place 
to place.

In Australia, for example, 
moss grows on the south side of 
trees and if you want good sun-
shine, you need a north-facing 
yard.  

As we come into a new year, 
where we do not know what un-
certainties we face, let’s remem-
ber that beyond all things, the 
one constant is God. 

As the psalmist reminds us, 
our help comes from beyond the 
hills. 

who’ve shown they can live 
within four walls,” she said. “It’s 
difficult to go from the street, 
and some can’t handle it.”

The SUN group — Supportive 

Housing Network — will collect 
furniture and give tenants starter 
packs to help set them up with 
what they need.

Wandlyn is hoping for ten-

ants by January 1, but “I gave up 
guessing. No more prophesies 
from me!” she said. 

Once they’re moved in, the 
relationship between tenants 
and landlord will take shape — 
in the form of coffee invitations, 
chats and even opportunities to 
volunteer if they want it. 

A social worker will see to 
their needs and provide supports 
in hopes that the tenancies will 
be long term.

CCPC will collect the rent, 
which is subsidized through 
Social Development. This rent 
will form a fund to pay for 
maintenance. Excess monies will 
go to the United Way for future 
housing projects. 

“It’s been quite an adventure,” 
said Wandlyn. “We’ve learned 
so much about how this works. 
Patience is important. 

“It seems like a lot of work 
for four people, but small things 
grow into big things. We’re part 
of a bigger picture.”
 
JASON LEJEUNE 
Jason helped raise money for 
housing projects beginning back 
in 2017. Then he became project 
manager for the United Way, 
one of the partners. His role was 
to find landlords, like CCPC, to 
take on a housing project.

He’s delighted to see this one 
coming to fruition.

“We’re all really excited, 
mainly because we’re now in a 
position to help people,” he said. 
“It’s been a long road.”

For the four people who 

CCPC to welome new tenants to the neighbourhood 
CCPC continued from page 1

move in, it will be their first 
stable housing in a long time, 
and with the supports that come 
with their tenancy, the impact 
on the community will be great, 
said Jason.

“I think Christ Church (Par-
ish) Church is a very patient, 
willing partner,” said Jason. “It’s 
heartening to see faith-based 
groups come forward to be in-
volved in such a meaningful way.”  

HOUSING FIRST 
The Housing First concept has 
proven to be a money saver, with 
savings to health care, polic-
ing, court, jail, mental health, 
shelter and addiction services. A 
study of HF programs in Alberta 
reported cost savings of $1.17 to 
$2.84 for every dollar invested in 
Housing First.*

Another study showed the 
cost of homelessness in Monc-
ton, for the services listed above, 
amounted to about $30,000 per 
homeless person, per year. The 
estimated annual costs of HF is 
between $6,311 and $7,868 per 
person.* 

*https://kmb.camh.ca/up-
loads/d841b92a-5706-4d24-
811d-974195767457

THE FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS are providing $560,000 
through the Affordable Rental Housing Program to help create 
14 new affordable housing units in Fredericton. The four housing 
projects receiving funding are targeting individuals experiencing 
homelessness and persons with disabilities. Back row, from left: 
Jeffrey Mockler, MHM Property Management; Verner Drost, Smythe 
Street Church; and Jason Lejeune, United Way. Front row, from left: 
Deborah Allen, Sherico Development Inc.; Fredericton MP Jenica 
Atwin; Social Development Minister Dorothy Shephard; Services New 
Brunswick Minister Jill Green, who is also minister responsible for 
housing; and Rev. Wandlyn Snelgrove, Christ Church (Parish) Church. 
They gathered at the work site in the parking lot of CCPC on Nov. 9.

GNB PHOTO

MISSION IN MOTION:  housing

*Note: Bishop David is 
preaching at the regular 
10:30 a.m. Cathedral ser-
vice. The New Year’s recep-
tion begins at 11:45 but will 
run until 1:30 for those who 
wish to attend after their 
own services.
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A R O U N D    T H E    D I O C E S E

Cathedral icon is a tribute to sixth bishop Harold Nutter

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

There is a new reason to visit 
Christ Church Cathedral in 
Fredericton — an icon most 
suited to the Cathedral and the 
Diocese.

The Rev. Bruce Nutter 
commissioned the icon for 
the Lady Chapel, which is a 
memorial to his late father, the 
sixth bishop of Fredericton, 
Harold Nutter.

“If you are lucky enough 
to visit Anglican cathedrals 
around the world, you will 
see that most cathedrals have 
a lady chapel,” said Bruce. 
“That’s because the cathedral is 
called the Mother Church.”

The lady chapel at Christ 
Church Cathedral has a wood-
en statue of Mary, but, “not an 
icon where you could look at 
on your own level, where you 
could light a candle and say a 
prayer,” said Bruce.

So he set about, as a tribute 

to his father, to commission 
an icon of Mary, the mother of 
Jesus.

“I wanted something 
coloured in the traditional 
iconographic style, and I 
wanted something to do with 
New Brunswick,” he said.

While the iconographer in 
London, UK told Bruce that 
icons aren’t normally named 
unless they commemorate a 
miraculous event, for example, 
Bruce took a risk, went ahead 
and gave this one a name:  Our 
Lady of St. Anne’s Point, a ref-
erence to the original French 
name of Fredericton.

“She’s standing where the 
Cathedral is,” said Bruce, with 
the hills of the north side and 
the St. John River behind her, 
and violets, fiddleheads and a 
chickadee at her feet.

He purposely had her skin 
painted in a dark shade, sug-
gesting she could be a member 
of Canada’s First Nations. 

Dean Geoffrey Hall is 
pleased with the addition to 
the Cathedral. 

“Bruce approached us some 
time ago with the idea that he 
would be interested in a gift in 
memory of his father, Bishop 
Harold Nutter. He later sug-
gested an icon of Our Lady of 
St. Anne’s Point,” said Geoffrey.

“The intention, of course, 
was to create something that 
firmly connects with the con-
text of its intended destination 
(the Christ Church Cathedral 
chapel), Fredericton, New 
Brunswick and of course the 
faith held by Harold, his family 
and the Diocese of Frederic-
ton. 

“It’s very nicely created and 
a tasteful devotional addition 
to the Cathedral chapel.”

Bruce is looking forward 
to a service of blessing for the 
icon sometime in 2023, and 
he hopes this addition will be 
popular with tourists. 

OUR LADY OF ST. ANNE’S POINT is the name of an icon the 
Rev. Bruce Nutter commissioned as a remembrance of his 
father, Bishop Harold Nutter. It has a home in the Lady 
Chapel of Christ Church Cathedral.

SHAWN BRANCH PHOTO

FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY the steeple of St. Andrew’s Anglican Church 
in Fredericton Junction was a focal point of the village. But on Oct. 11, 
the steeple and bell were removed. The bell remains in storage. 

Before, during and after

BRIAN DYKEMAN PHOTOS
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Paulette Black ordained to priesthood
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT 

Christ Church Cathedral was 
the gathering place for the 
ordination of the Rev. Paulette 
Black to the priesthood on 
Nov. 20. She was ordained to 
the diaconate one year ago at 
her church in the Parish of 
Fundy and the Lakes in east 
Saint John.

Dean Geoffrey Hall and 
Archbishop David Edwards 
presided. Bishop David 
preached, at Paulette’s request. 
The litanist was the Rev. Nich-
olas Saulnier and the present-
ers were the Ven. Leo Martin 
and parish development officer 
Shawn Branch. Paulette’s 
granddaughter, Hannah Folk, 
vested her. 

It was Janet, Bishop David’s 
late wife, who identified Pau-
lette as someone who should 
consider licenced ministry, 
said David in his homily. 

David spoke of the role of 
priests and the importance of 
them speaking truth to power.

“There are several of our 
priests involved with the 
homeless, standing up to 
councils and governments,” he 
said. “There are times when 
we priests are called to speak 
beyond our walls in order 
to bring beauty into people’s 
lives.”

Whether it’s homeless-
ness, heath care, senior care or 
something else, priests can be 
the advocate’s voice while poli-
ticians wrestle with the issues.

“Do it with reverence and 
gentleness,” he said.

Referencing the day’s gospel 
reading, David noted Pilate’s 
meeting with Jesus before the 
crucifixion. 

“With Pilate, he allows the 
government to find out who 
he is. Then the servant king 
emerges,” he said. “We are all 
called to serve those around 
us, to follow in his footsteps.

When Jesus washed the 
disciples’ feet, Peter voiced 
objections, “but Jesus says if 
you can’t do this, you’ll have 
no part of me at all.”

In his charge to Diocesan 
Synod two weeks earlier, David 
told delegates, “One thing we 
have to do more than anything 
else is to look into the heart 
of God and see who he is,” he 
said.

Christ is the image of the 
invisible God and we are called 
to be the bearers of that image. 
But what are we to bear?

“The whole Church is look-

ing at the character of God, 
dwelling in that character of 
love, compassion, peace, and 
carrying that out.”

Practically speaking, how 
do we do that? David recalled 
his time as rector of Stone 
Church. While walking the up-
town neighbourhood in prayer 
one day, he noticed a marked 
absence of dryer vents on the 
apartment buildings. 

From that, Stone Church 
installed washers and dryers in 
the basement, which was the 
beginning of a laundry minis-
ter still in existence today. 

“The argument was if God 

is about beauty, peace and jus-
tice, enabling people to clean 
their clothes is about beauty, 
peace and justice. It’s unjust 
that anyone should have to 
walk around in dirty clothes.”

In the priesthood of believ-
ers, we all must play a part in 
that calling — to reflect God to 
the whole of creation.

David’s prayer was that we 
would all reflect God’s image. 
He thanked God for Paulette’s 
call to ministry.

A few days after her ordi-
nation, Paulette had time to 
ponder the day and what it 
meant for her.

“In my teen years I wanted 
to be an Anglican nun,” she 
said. ‘But being a priest never 
crossed my mind.”

Instead she became a high 
school teacher, and when re-
tirement began, she envisioned 
a relaxed lifestyle. But God had 
other plans.

“When God called, it 
amazed me, surprised me,” 
she said, adding it was the last 
thing she expected in retire-
ment.

Like many, she ignored that 
call for several years.

“I really struggled with it, 
but it persisted, and I knew 

what I had to do,” she said. 
“I eventually accepted it, but 
couldn’t help wondering ‘why 
me?’”

She gave up trying to an-
swer that question and now, a 
few years later, she is a priest 
in her home parish, assist-
ing where she can, mostly in 
pastoral care.

“There are a lot of shut-
ins, a lot of elderly people,” 
she said. “That’s where I feel 
called.”

In thinking about the past 
few years, she described the 
process as humbling.

“It’s a humbling experience 
to be called by God,” she said. 
“It’s a privilege and an honour 
to be serving.”

Paulette has three main 
takeaways from her ordination 
experience.

The laying on of hands, 
when the bishop and priests 
lay their hands on her during 
the Prayer of Consecration, 
was a high point in the service.

“I felt the weight of those 
hands on me and the support 
from them. I felt the responsi-
bility and the commitment. It 
was powerful.”

Her second takeaway began 
many years ago.

“My parents would take us 
to worship at the Cathedral 
every once in awhile,” she said. 
“It was a treat. We lived in 
northwestern New Brunswick 
and it was quite a trip.”

She never thought, as a girl 
visiting the cathedral, that she 
would one day be ordained 
there. 

At the point in the service 
when she joined David at the 
altar, she said, “it seemed like 
a very long walk from the 
chancel steps to the altar. I 
thought, this is our journey as 
Christians.”

Her third takeaway was 
during the Eucharist when 
she, as a newly ordained priest, 
distributed the bread. 

“I was surprised at how 
emotional I was. I experienced 
a deep sense of connection to 
each person as they came and 
a love that seemed to overflow.”

Paulette had the added 
joy of having her children 
and grandchildren present 
to witness the event. With 
pandemic restrictions, it’s been 
some time since they were all 
together. 

“Our children and grand-
children were there, and it 
added so much,” she said.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:  Liturgical deacon the Rev. Debbie Edmondson, the Ven. Leo Martin, the 
Rev. Paulette Black, Dean Geoffrey Hall and Archbishop David Edwards; the laying on of hands 
during the ceremony was particularly powerful for Paulette; the Ven. Leo Martin and parish 
development officer Shawn Branch during the presentation; the Rev. Nicholas Saulnier sings the 
litany during the consecration.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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Diocesan  
council  
orientation

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT 

Every December, Diocesan 
Council members gather for 
a retreat, which is especially 
helpful to new members. This 
year, the retreat had to be 
compressed into one day as 
Villa Madonna was unable to 
provide their usual services.

So on Dec. 3, council 
members, most of them new, 
gathered at Camp Medley for 
an intensive day of learning 
about their role and how it 
fits in the bigger picture, plus 
dealing with the usual council 
business. 

The day began with Morn-
ing Prayer and an address by 
Archbishop David Edwards. 
He recounted the theme of his 
charge to Diocesan Synod a 
month earlier. 

BISHOP’S ADDRESS 
“I asked that we discern the 
direction of God, as an indi-
vidual, corporate and diocesan 
responsibility,” said David.

Since then, he’s been asked 
how one goes about discerning 
the will of God.

“By understanding as much 
of God’s nature as possible,” 
he said. “You can start with 
the minimal approach. For 10 
minutes each day, pray the Jesus 
prayer: ‘Lord Jesus, Son of God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner.’

“That can bring us to a place 
where we can begin to listen. 
Things will enter our minds. 
Write them down and hold 
onto them. Later, concentrate 
on them. Continue to pray 
about them or discard them.

“I’m asking congregations 
— as many as can be — to 
gather together and pray, to 
begin seeking the face of God.”

Then people can share what 
seems relevant, and pray about 
those things. 

“You may have to con-
tinue this process for several 
months,” he said.

David spoke of examples in 
the diocese of this process of 
discernment. One took place 
at Stone Church, where he was 
once rector. They had a mas-
sive, mouldy hall and a church 

that needed repair. 
“For 11 years we talked 

about it,” he said. ‘The Jean 
Paul Westin came [as rector] 
and he suggested a week of 
prayer and fasting.”

On the Saturday, they met, 
helped by a facilitator, and 
people shared what had come 
to mind during the week.

“One person stood up and 
said, ‘we need to demolish the 
hall and repurpose the church.’ 
And everyone said yes.”

They did demolish the hall, 
and Stone Church is now a 
multi-purpose venue with of-
fices and meeting space under 
the once-unused balcony.

David mentioned the chal-
lenges many parishes face: a 
lack of volunteers to make a 
viable vestry; a lack of clergy to 
fill positions and the inability 
of parishes to afford a full-time 
priest.

“Council must consider 
expectations,” said David, add-

ing the expectation has been a 
priest has an MDiv, and holds 
Eucharistic services in every 
parish every week.

“We’re going to have to 
discern what ministry looks 
like,” he said. “Partnerships 
with other parishes will have to 
be considered.”

While David has met with 
parishes about their precarious 
futures, trying to broker deals 
that would open up new possi-
bilities, he’s come to a conclu-
sion:  “I am sick and tired of 
parishes that look no further 
than their own door.”

Unfortunately, many think 
only in terms of bodies in pews 
and the bank balance, rather 
than mission.

“We need to look outward,” 
he said. “Otherwise we’ll be left 
with little pockets of Anglican-
ism where it can be afforded.”

He urged those gathered to 
consider all possibilities.

“The last 50 or 60 years 

is not the only way to be a 
church,” he said. “Structures 
fall and have been reshaped 
throughout Christian history.”

At the end of his address, he 
took questions. 

CHANCELLOR’S  
PRESENTATION 
Chancellor David Bell gave 
a primer on the Anglican 
Diocese of Fredericton, the 
Diocesan Synod, and Diocesan 
Council and their roles.

The synod must meet at 
least once every three years, 
and “Diocesan Council is a 
subset of Diocesan Synod. 
It acts as the synod between 
synods,” he said.

He went on to explain the 
roles of council and its com-
mittees and the bishop’s pow-
ers, describing the set-up as 
“quasi-monarchial.” 

OTHER PRESENTATIONS 
Secretary of Synod David Peer 

outlined governance and the 
committee structure, adding 
that Diocesan Council mem-
bers’ responsibility is to “pre-
pare, attend, and participate.”

After lunch, parish develop-
ment officer Shawn Branch 
led a discussion on expected 
behaviours during a Diocesan 
Council meeting. Some of the 
feedback included not using 
jargon, not monopolizing the 
meeting, being respectful and 
praying for fellow council 
members. 

LUNCH 
Parish development officer 
Shawn Branch and bishop’s 
secretary Cheryl Jacobs acted 
as hosts for the event, making 
sure the venue was set up and 
the presentations were ready.  
     Camp director John Gal-
braith prepared the meal — a 
turkey dinner casserole — and 
the two cooked it onsite, 
served it and did the clean up.

New members 
learn their roles 
and responsibilities

THE NEW DIOCESAN COUNCIL, 
with new members elected in 
the fall of 2022. Front row: 
Cathy Laskey, Martha Barker, 
Bonnie Hunt. Middle row: 
Nancy Stephens, Marilyn 
Wilson, Robert Taylor, 
Susan Jack, Laura McNulty, 
David Edwards, David 
Peer, Jasmine Chandra, 
Heather Harris Jones. Back 
row:  Julian Pillay, Bob 
Cheatly, Brent Ham, David 
Bell, Geoffrey Hall, Mike 
Briggs, Gerry Laskey, Trevor 
Fotheringham, Bob LeBlanc, 
Rob Montgomery.

ABOVE, CHANCELLOR DAVID BELL outlines the set up of the Diocesan Synod of Fredericton during orientation for new members of 
Diocesan Council. At right, Cheryl Jacobs and Shawn Branch were on kitchen duty during the council meeting, with Nancy Stephens, 
Susan Jack and Heather Harris Jones at the window. 

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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Diocesan Council’s first meeting a busy one 
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT 

A busy day awaited members 
of Diocesan Council at their 
Dec. 3 meeting held at Camp 
Medley. After a morning of 
orientation aimed at new 
members, council got down to 
business. 

CEMETERIES 
As a result of a deanery meet-
ing in the Archdeaconry of 
Chatham, new council mem-
ber the Rev. Gerry Laskey 
asked Diocesan Council for 
more time to give feedback 
on Chancellor David Bell’s re-
vamping of cemetery manage-
ment in the diocese.

David had been working for 
more than a year to upgrade 
the regulations of operating 
cemeteries, with opportunities 
for parish input along the way. 
His motion would encourage 
standards, including written 
contracts, to parish manage-
ment of cemeteries. 

“I believe the majority of 
parishes sell plots with an oral 
contract,” he said.

Without a written contract 
that lists rules, it becomes im-
possible to enforce anything, 
he said.

After Gerry made a motion 
for postponing the adoption of 
the new standards, discussion 
ensued.

“From my perspective, 
we’ve done our due diligence,” 
said secretary of synod David 
Peer. “I’m not sure what more 
we can do.”

Several other members 
echoed David’s comments, and 
the motion to postpone was 
not passed.

That led to David Bell’s 
motion to implement the 
cemetery regulations. He gave 
an outline of what it included: 
that all Anglican cemeter-
ies must remain Anglican; 
records be kept of what’s sold, 
to whom and for whom; a map 
or plan be kept of sold plots; 
what is being sold is the ‘right 
to bury’ not the soil itself; each 
cemetery must have a manager 
and so on.

Bishop David Edwards sug-
gested the regulations become 
effective Jan. 1, 2023, and 
noted it would fall to archdea-
cons to help enforce it. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

MEMBERSHIP MOTIONS 
Council approved the appoint-
ment of the following people 

to the Finance Committee:  
Susan Jack, Jim Knight, Scott 
Fairweather, Gilbert Carter, 
Laura McNulty and the Rev. 
Canon David Barrett. 

Council approved the ap-
pointment of the following 
people to Diocesan Council’s 
executive committee, which 
acts mostly in emergencies be-
tween council meetings: David 
Bell, Mike Briggs, Perry Coo-
per, Susan Jack, Cathy Laskey, 
Laura McNulty, Brent Ham, 
Geoffrey Hall, Bob LeBlanc, 
Heather Harris-Jones, David 
Peer and Robert Taylor.

Council approved the ap-
pointment of the following 
people to Diocesan Council:  
Bonnie Hunt, Tony Munn and 
Connor DeMerchant.

Council approved the ap-
pointment of Susan Jack as lay 
vice-chair of Diocesan Coun-
cil.

Council approved the ap-
pointment of Margaret Holder 
as youth member of Diocesan 
Council. 

HR COMMITTEE 
The Human Resources Com-
mittee has been facing the 
challenge of membership, 
often not having a quorum to 
enable meeting. The commit-
tee has several vacancies with 
others soon to reach their 
term limits. David Peer asked 
members to contact him with 
names of potential members, 
calling the situation “urgent.”
 
THE WATERFORD MOTION 
David Peer explained that the 
Parish of Waterford, near Sus-
sex Corner, has had difficulty 
finding enough people to sit on 
vestry. The parish is still active 

and has money in the bank, 
but needs some flexibility in 
order to continue. A motion 
before council would allow 
it to operate with a board of 
administration.

“So this motion would rec-
ognize the need to do things 
with fewer people,” said David.

“This [allows] the Parish of 
Waterford to get along with 
one warden and three vestry 
members,” said David Bell. 

Normally the danger in 
such a situation is the concen-
tration of power in a much 
smaller group, but in this case, 
the parish also has a priest who 
would sit on the board, he said. 

New member the Rev. 
Rob Montgomery asked if 
this motion might encourage 
parishes to give up looking 
for vestry members too easily. 
Bishop David noted that while 
it would establish a precedent, 
each situation would be exam-
ined.

“It would have to come 
through here,” said the bishop. 
“It’s not an automatic option 
for parishes.”

The motion passed unani-
mously. 

GEOGRAPHIC ALIGNMENT 
Bishop David told council that 
it always seemed odd to him 
that the Parishes of Lancaster, 
and Nerepis and St. John, and 
possibly the Parish of Mus-
quash, were in the Archdea-
conry of St. Andrews and not 
Saint John.

“To me it seemed logical to 
bring parts of the Lancaster 
deanery into Saint John,” he 
said, adding this would mean 
the disappearance of the Dean-
ery of Lancaster, a division 

within the archdeaconry of St. 
Andrews. 

The three parishes were 
consulted. Only the Parish of 
Musquash wished to remain 
with St. Andrews. The mo-
tion to move the Parishes of 
Lancaster, and Nerepis and St. 
John, into the Archdeaconry of 
Saint John, passed.  

DIOCESE OF HO UPDATE 
Bishop David reported that the 
mobile medical clinic, which 
had been shipped last spring, 
finally got through the red tape 
and off the dock in Ghana in 
July and is being equipped at 
the Ho Teaching Hospital.
The bishop, his wife Debbie, 
Companion Diocese Com-
mittee chair Robbie Griffin 
and Dr. Harvey Bass, a Rotary 
member and optometrist from 
Grand Falls will travel to Ho 
in early January when David 
will bless the clinic. The group 
hopes to see it in action while 
they’re there. Dr. Bass will help 
train staff in eye procedures 
during the visit.  
 
FINANCE MOTIONS 
Council approved a recom-
mendation of the Finance 
Committee to set the rate of 
interest to be paid on parish 
investments and Synod funds 
in the DCIF (Diocesan Con-
solidated Investment Fund) as 
3.25 per cent for the six-month 
period from January to June 
2023. A set rate helps parishes 
to better plan and budget, said 
Susan Jack.

Council approved a recom-
mendation of the Finance and 
HR Committees for a four per 
cent increase, effective Jan. 1, 
to the diocesan clergy compen-

sation as governed by Schedule 
A, Regulation 7-2: Scale of 
Minimum Stipends.  One nay 
vote was recorded.    

Council approved a motion 
“to support a strong recom-
mendation for parish corpora-
tions and the synod to increase 
the housing allowance by four 
per cent.”

Council approved a mo-
tion to accept the budget for 
2023. Treasurer Heather Harris 
Jones went through the major 
aspects of the budget, which 
has a deficit of $71,107.

“We are looking at this as 
a worst-case scenario,” said 
Heather of the deficit. “We’re 
watching our spends.”

Total expected expenditures 
are $4,433,041; total expected 
income is $4,361,934, leaving 
the $71K shortfall. 

COMMITTEE RESTRUCTURING 
David Peer, Susan Jack and 
Robert Taylor have been in-
vestigating the committee and 
team structure currently in 
place in the diocese, leading to 
a proposal for change. Several 
committees and teams have 
not met for years. 

David presented a new look, 
complete with flow chart, of 
what the group has come up 
with to better reflect reality.

However, when it came to 
approving the change, council 
members were not ready to 
decide. Council tabled the mo-
tion for discussion at a future 
meeting.  

TASK FORCE ON RACIAL  
INJUSTICE 
At Diocesan Synod in Novem-
ber, the Rev. Thomas Nisbett 
authored a motion that would 
see a task force formed to 
examine racial injustice in the 
diocese. With some tweaking, 
that motion passed.

It is now the responsibility 
of Diocesan Council to see that 
the task force is established 
and functioning. Thomas has 
volunteered to chair it, but 
council wanted a member to 
co-chair in order to maintain a 
strong link. 

After some discussion, 
council approved council 
member the Rev. Julian Pillay 
as vice-chair and the Rev. Ter-
ence Chandra as a member.  

The meeting was adjourned 
at 4:10 p.m. Diocesan Council 
will next meet on March 8 on-
line; and May 27 in person.

GEOFFREY HALL, BONNIE HUNT, BRENT HAM, Trevor Fotheringham, Nancy Stephens, David Peer and 
David Edwards during the Dec. 3 Diocesan Council meeting. Observing behind them are Shawn 
Branch and Cheryl Jacobs.

MCKNIGHT PHOTO
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BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

By all accounts, the Rev. Keith Joyce’s 
childhood was one of adventure, 
culture and world travel. The youngest 
child of missionaries, his young life 
included a myriad of moves, schools, 
languages, Atlantic crossings, prov-
inces and new countries.

Keith was born shortly after his 
parents were forced to leave China in 
1951, where they’d spent 25 years. In 
fact, his father had been born in China 
to missionary parents, and his older 
brother, Rob, was born there as well.

His father’s family was British, his 
mother, Scottish. They met when Ray-
mond came to Mona’s youth group to 
speak about his life in China. 

“They got engaged by mail,” said 
Keith. “From the time they met until 
they married was four years. They 
hadn’t seen each other again in that 
time.”

They were married in Shanghai 
Anglican Cathedral in 1939 by Bishop 
Frank Houghton.

Keith was born in Sussex, England. 
He and his family stayed in the UK for 
a year or two and then chose Canada 
as their home base. 

Raymond had always felt called to 
serve the Muslim community. In fact, 
that was their focus in China. So it 
was no surprise that their next move 
was to Lebanon.  

LEBANON
His older siblings were largely grown 
and stayed in Canada, but at the age 
of four, Keith was living in Lebanon, 
learning Arabic and making friends 
of the Palestinian refugee children his 
parents looked after. 

“My parents always felt we should 
live among the people,” said Keith. “I 
learned Arabic sooner than English. I 
was completely fluent.”

The little family lived in Lebanon 
for five or six years, long enough to 

experience the beginning of Lebanon’s 
civil war in 1958. 

“I remember hearing the guns, 
going through check points,” he said. 
“Guns were thrust in our window. 
Dad was driving along and the car got 
shot at. It hit the back window.”

Keith remembers the Americans 
arriving as a peacekeeping force, 
which ended the fighting.

Despite the chaos, “I remember 
that as a happy time,” said Keith. “I 
could speak Arabic as well as any kid.”
 
NORTH AMERICA
They stayed in Lebanon until Keith 
finished Grade 3. Then they spent a 
year on furlough in Saskatoon, where 
his brother and sister were living. 

During Grade 5, his parents trav-
elled around North America, so Keith 
stayed with his parents’ friends, an 
older couple, in New York state. 

Keith was the only child in the 
household, and tried all manner of 
activities to keep busy and entertained 
— building blanket forts in the living 
room, taking an axe to their trees — 
until they gave up. That meant another 
move for Keith, par for the course in 
his unusual young life.

“I was put on a bus from New York 
to Winnipeg,” said Keith. “I was in 
Grade 5 at the time.”

While that might seem shocking 
to readers, to Keith it was just another 
adventure, and he arrived safely.

“I was picked up by “uncle” Fred 
Mizner. I was to live with them. They 
were friends of my parents.”

They had a big family living on a 
farm just outside Winnipeg. There 
were chores to do like bringing in 
wood and water.

“They were a good family and I just 
felt like one of them. I remember the 
wonderful smell of bread baking in 
the kitchen when we got home from 
school,” said Keith. 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
At the end of Grade 5, Keith’s parents 
felt a calling to the United Arab Emir-
ates. The local sheik wanted a mission 
hospital, as opposed to a government 
hospital, and there was a place for 
Keith’s parents to work in administra-
tion there. Evangelizing, out of neces-
sity, was very low key. 

Incidentally, the little oasis that 
formed Keith’s home for the next four 
years — the hospital and village — is 
now a city of 1.5 million.

Most of Keith’s command of Arabic 
had been lost, so his parents sent him 
to Sunrise School, a mission school in 
Nasik, near Mumbai, India run by the 
same organization his parents worked 
for, the Evangelical Alliance Mission. 
Keith was a student there for Grades 
6 and 7.

“I had faith in my parents’ faith in 

God to take care of me,” he said of yet 
another new place to live. 

It was at Sunrise that Keith 
preached his first sermon, a must for 
every older student. 

“When it was my turn, the out-
come was that one kid gave his heart 
to Christ,” said Keith. “I have no idea 
what I said, but he recounts that at his 
conversion, it was Big Keith who was 
preaching.”

Big Keith was Keith’s name, as the 
school had three Keiths in attendance.

Sports was a big part of Keith’s life 
at school, as were piano and trumpet.

Flying to India became common-
place, and he was often in charge of 
younger kids who were also on their 
way to school there.

Grades 8 and 9 were spent at 
Woodstock school in the foothills of 
the Himalayan Mountains. 

keith joyce

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:  Keith, second from right, with other 
missionary children, having tea in his tree house in the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi; Keith, at left, and friends share a ride in the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi; Keith in Paris in 1969; Keith and a classmate heading 
to Sunrise School, 1962; Keith with his family in 2017: Caitlin, 
Elinor, Jessica and Alastair;  Keith, at left, with the Fearnow family 
travelling first class by train from Bombay (now Mumbai) to Nasik 
to go to Sunrise School.
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It was here that Keith had to drop 
one instrument and concentrate on 
the other. He chose trumpet.

During his time there, he contract-
ed typhoid, and later, malaria. He had 
to be isolated at a little hospital, and 
every day a woman from the school 
walked a long way to visit him. She’s 
98 now, and Keith, still appreciative of 
her kindness, hopes to visit her soon.

Back in the UAE during school 
breaks, life was quite simple. The local 
Arabs were Bedouins. The hospital 
bills were sent to the sheik of Abu 
Dhabi, who paid them. 

Sometimes Keith and his parents 
went out to the desert to visit Bedouin 
encampments. 

“We’d have a meal,” he said. “It was 
very long and very hospitable.”

Keith told the story of a trip to the 
desert with several others, all on cam-

els, guided by a Bedouin. As night fell, 
the guide let out a couple of powerful 
and unnerving screams. Then a tiny 
light flickered far away. 

They followed the light to the en-
campment where they spent the night. 
Keith slept outside and by morning, 
was covered in sand. 

Looking back, he marvels that his 
parents became fluent in Mandarin, 
then half-way through their lives, had 
to learn Arabic. Both languages are 
notoriously difficult to learn, he said. 

The family left the UAE when Keith 
finished Grade 9. Grade 10 was spent 
in Toronto on furlough.  

LEBANON – AGAIN
For Grade 11, Keith and his parents 
returned to Lebanon. His parents had 
a new mission, the Bible & Medical 
Missionary Fellowship. They spent 

two years there, with Keith getting 
used to the British school system of O 
and A levels and spending both years 
in Grade 11 to accomplish this. 

It was the late 1960s, a time of war 
and strife in the region. Lebanon had 
historic grievances with Syria, which 
had always had an unhealthy interest 
in Lebanon. 

“There were tensions with Israel 
and Syria,” said Keith. “We felt them. 
And you took sides. Sometimes you 
favoured the Israelis.” 

MOOSE JAW
Keith’s parents felt he should graduate 
high school in Canada, so while they 
remained in Lebanon, they sent him 
to Caronport High School, part of 
Briercrest Institute, near Moose Jaw, 
Sask. 

The graduating class all had to 

preach a sermon, and “I agonized over 
a passage,” said Keith. He decided 
on Galations 5:22:  “But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such 
things there is no law.” 

TORONTO
With the end of high school loom-
ing, Keith began to ponder his future. 
Briercrest offered $50 off tuition to 
attend their bible school, but he just 
didn’t feel called. Instead he headed 
for Toronto where his siblings lived.

“I kind of came under by brother’s 
wing,” he said. “He helped me out.

“That’s where my introduction to 
Anglicanism began, at Little Trinity 
Anglican Church.”

He began attending with his broth-
er and sister-in-law. As part of this 
new Anglican experience, he attended 
a wedding at the church. During the 
reception, he noted two punch bowls, 
one with and one without alcohol.

“It had always been banned [in 
my life], but I thought, here’s a place 
I could explore my faith. It meant I 
didn’t lose my faith because of alco-
hol.”

In fact, this was not the first time 
Keith had tried alcohol. After Grade 
11, he and some school mates had 
taken a train from Istanbul to London. 
They spent two nights in Italy, where 
liquor laws were rather indulgent.

“I felt quite liberated!” he said.
 
UNIVERSITY
Keith decided to go into music, but 
first he needed to get the credentials 
necessary to actually apply. So he 
spent a year upgrading to Grade 6 
piano and Grade 8 trumpet and was 
accepted to the Faculty of Music at the 
University of Toronto.

He ended up leaving music and 
entering the Arts program, deciding 
to be a teacher. He returned to finish 
his music degree and was accepted to 
teachers college.

But a summer job put an end to 
that plan. He was a day camp coun-
sellor in a rough part of Toronto, 
witnessing appalling conditions and 
neglected children.

“It was an interesting summer and 
I thought maybe I’m not cut out to be 
a teacher. I decided I wasn’t ready for 
kids and kids were not ready for me.”

In the meantime, Keith met Elinor 
Woollard at university. They married 
in 1977, and she became a teacher. 
Keith got a job as the curator of the 
Enoch Turner Schoolhouse, a muse-
um to honour the brewer who opened 
a free school for the many Irish im-
migrant children in the city.  

THE CALLING

Keith continued on page 10
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The museum was just 
behind Little Trinity, where 
Keith and Elinor attended. 
One day, at lunch with the as-
sistant priest, Bob Brow, Keith 
mentioned that long ago, he’d 
thought about becoming a 
priest.

“He just about jumped in 
my soup!” said Keith, add-
ing he was very enthusiastic, 
admitting he himself had 
thought Keith would make a 
good priest.

God refused to let that 
thought leave Keith’s head, and 
when Keith talked to Elinor 
about it, “to my surprise, she 
thought it was a good idea. So 
I began asking other people. 

“Virtually 99 per cent of 
them thought it was a good 
idea. I always believed God 
speaks through the body of 
Christ.”

The next step was to check 
with the diocese, where he was 
warmly encouraged. Then it 
was on to Trinity College, part 
of the University of Toronto.  
     He finished a semester 
early, was ordained a deacon 
and was appointed curate at 
the Church of the Messiah in 
Toronto. That all happened just 
weeks after Elinor and Keith 
welcomed their first child, 
Caitlin.

Almost two years later, in 
the fall of 1983, Keith was ap-
pointed to St. Paul’s in Brigh-
ton, Ontario, two hours east of 
the city.  
     They spent four years there; 
then a letter arrived, inviting 
him to apply for a position at St. 
Paul’s in Knowlton, Quebec, in 
the Diocese of Montreal. They 
spent the next nine years there.

These years in Brighton and 
Knowlton were a busy time 
as the couple welcomed three 
more children. Gillian was 
born in 1984, but sadly, lived 
only 12 hours. Jessica was born 
two years later. Alastair was 
born in 1988 in Quebec.  

NEW BRUNSWICK
One day in Knowlton, Keith 
saw there was a message on 
the church telephone. It was 
from Bishop George Lemmon, 
whom he’s met at Provincial 
Synod, inviting him to the dio-
cese. There were several vacan-
cies: Nashwaaksis, Newcastle 

and St. Paul’s in Hampton.
Keith accepted a position 

at this third St. Paul’s, and the 
family stayed there almost 
three years, until Bill Hockin 
called, inviting him to apply 
for the position of dean of 
Christ Church Cathedral. He 
was dean from 1999 to 2014.

They returned to Brighton, 
Ont. in 2014, from where 
Keith retired in 2021.  
     Both his siblings, Rob and 
Margery, died during COVID. 
The family was able to place 
Margery’s urn in Rob’s coffin 
for burial, a comfort for a fam-
ily that had struggled with-
out closure due to pandemic 
restrictions. 

When it came time to 
retire, Keith and Elinor chose 
New Brunswick since two of 
three children and three of six 
grandchildren live here. They 
bought a house in Millidgeville 
in Saint John. 

Keith did very little for the 
first year, but several months 
ago felt ready to talk to Arch-
bishop David Edwards about 
filling in where needed.  
     He’s now leading services at 
Church of the Good Shepherd 
in Lancaster and doing some 
visitation in the parish. 

WHERE ARE YOU FROM?
When Keith was in Grade 5 
in New York state, he felt a 
powerful connection to his 
adopted country of Canada, 
refusing to put his hand on his 
heart and sing the American 
anthem. 
     Even so, the question ‘where 
are you from’ is a complicated 
one for him.

For all his adventures and 
travels — crossing the Atlantic 
on the original Queen Mary 
ship, staying in Bedouin en-
campments, learning to drive 
a Land Rover at the age of 11, 
watching bombs rain down on 
Beirut airport, flying to school 
in India — Keith never ques-
tioned his parents’ vocation, 
their decisions about his life 
nor his own safety. 

He learned to be flexible 
and adaptable. And he has 
always felt the hand of God on 
his life. 

Does he have a favourite 
country besides Canada? 

“Lebanon,” he said. 
“Though I really enjoyed India. 
I really enjoyed them all.”

Keith continued from page 9

My Journey Here
Keith Joyce

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:  Keith, 13, with 
his parents in the Emirate of Dubai. 
Keith was preparing to fly from Dubai 
to Bahrain to Delhi, to catch a train 
to Dehra Dun, to catch the bus to 
Mussoorie, to then walk to Woodstock 
School in the foothills of the Himalayan 
Mountains; Keith sits precariously on a 
balcony in Lebanon in 1969; Woodstock 
School, where Keith attended Grades 8 
and 9, in India; the Joyce family in the 
1990s: Keith, Alastair, Elinor, Jessica 
and Caitlin; reunion of the Class of ’69 
of Woodstock School taken in 1974. 
Keith is seen at the lower right; Keith 
with retired Bishop Harold Nutter in 
2011 in Fredericton. 
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‘Tis the season for house chalking
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT 

Epiphany is the time to chalk 
your house. You might recall 
a story in the New Brunswick 
Anglican last year, where the 
Rev. David Turner taught his 
Hampton parish about the 
European tradition.

Chalking your house, nick-
named ‘Holy Graffiti,’ is the 
practice of writing letters and 
numbers on your home’s door, 
invoking the blessing of God 
on your home and its inhabit-
ants.

The entire message for 2023 
is this: 20 + C + M + B + 23.

The 20 is the first two digits 
of the year; the letters C, M 
and B are Latin for ‘Christus 
Mansionem Benedicat’ which 
means “May Christ Bless 
this Home,” although some 
websites mention they also 
stand for the accepted names 
of the Magi: Caspar, Melchior, 
and Balthazar. The message 
ends with the last two digits 
of the year. Each of the letters 
and numbers is separated 
by a cross (or plus sign on a 
keyboard).

While it’s only catching on 
in North America, Europeans 

have been doing it for centu-
ries. 

It can be done simply 
with a prayer, or more elabo-
rately with songs, proces-
sions, incense and holy water, 
says a story on the Episco-
pal News Service (https://
www.episcopalnewsservice.
org/2020/01/06/for-an-epiph-
any-blessing-chalk-the-door-
with-holy-graffiti/).

“It’s a reminder — a sign of 
blessing of our homes in the 
new year,” said David. “It’s a 
very simple thing we can do, 
an easy tradition to repeat. It’s 
a great reminder of God’s pres-
ence and grace as we go in and 
out of our homes.”

The house chalking prayer, 

provided by David, is as fol-
lows:  
Almighty God, you led the 
Magi to the humble dwelling of 
the Holy Family in Bethlehem 
to bless their home with gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
We ask you to bless our home 
with the riches of your grace, 
with the righteousness of your 
son, Jesus, and with the pres-
ence of your Holy Spirit.  
May this chalk be a reminder 
of your blessings to us, and 
may our lives be marked by the 
peace and love of our eternal 
home with you in your ever-
lasting kingdom, where you 
reign with Jesus, your son, and 
with the Holy Spirit, one God 
now and forever. Amen.

MOLLY AND SILAS TURNER watch as their dad, the Rev. 
David Turner, chalks the door of their house in Hampton 
in early 2022. David has implemented the practice in 
the Parish of Hampton as an Epiphany activity, and it’s 
caught on with parishioners. The practice is a way of 
asking God’s blessing on the house and its inhabitants for 
the coming year.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Godly Play training: participant found beauty in the storytelling 

Godly Play training was held 
in Sackville, N.B. for two week-
ends in October and Novem-
ber. Several people from the 
Diocese attended, including 
Helen Hills and her husband, 
Samuel Landry. Here is Helen’s 
report to vestry.

 
Over two weekends in October 
and November, my husband, 
Samuel Landry, and I had the 
opportunity to attend Godly 
Play curriculum training in 
Sackville, N.B.  
     Godly Play is a well re-
searched Montessori-based 
Sunday School pedagogy 

which is gaining traction in 
our Diocese and within other 
denominations.  
     Through the use of beauti-
ful materials and storytelling, 
an emphasis placed upon the 
work of the children, and a 
mutual ethos of calm and re-

spect between both educators 
and children, Godly Play seeks 
to provide children a language 
by which they can express and 
explore their spirituality.  
     In Sackville, we learned a 
great deal about the Godly 
Play style of storytelling, class-
room management, and spiri-
tual exploration. Stories from 
scripture are told using simple, 
wooden figures that engage 
children’s imaginations.  
     After the story, children 
are invited to ‘wonder’ about 
the story’s meaning; the adult 
storyteller avoids imposing any 
simple or singular meaning to 
the story.  
     Children are then invited to 
further reflect upon the story 
through their work and play.  
     They may choose to read, 
write, or draw, or they may 
play with the figures used in 
the telling of the story, or select 
another piece of work from 
within the classroom.  

     Children are invited to truly 
engage with the sacred, with 
scripture, and with their own 
spirituality.  
     We are both happy to share 
more about Godly Play with 
anyone who is interested; we 
hope to find support from 
woodworkers and sewists from 
within the parish in building 
and making the materials used 
in storytelling.  
     Samuel and I were both in-
terested by the fact that Godly 
Play seeks to impart a sense of 
the sacred in children.      
     A Godly Play lesson is en-
gaging but decidedly calm and 

provides ample room for quiet 
reflection; it is not unlike wor-
ship in the Anglican tradition.  
     I was particularly interested 
as I have implemented Mon-
tessori-based philosophy in 
my own preschool classroom 
in the past and found that it 
produced an environment 
conducive to peace, friendship, 
and learning.  
     We hope to integrate 
aspects of Godly Play into 
our Sunday School and After 
School programs. 
Respectfully submitted, Helen 
Hillis, Parish of Rothesay.

SAMUEL LANDRY, ABOVE, and 
his wife, Helen Hillis, attended 
Godly Play training last fall. 

MCKNIGHT FILE PHOTO

Children are invited to truly 
engage with the sacred, with 
scripture, and with their own 
spirituality.  

“
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SEPT. 29 WAS A BUSY DAY 
at St. Mark’s church in the 
Parish of St. George. The 
Canadian Mental Health 
Association of NB and 
St. Mark’s church held a 
seniors’ expo to promote 
wellness, encourage 
connection and bring 
awareness of local services 
available. 
Besides the many 
information booths, 
seniors enjoyed free chair 
and stretching fitness 
class and mini massages, 
nutrition snacks, tea, 
coffee and several door 
prizes donated by local 
vendors. Some of the 
service providers onsite 
included the NB Public 
Library, quilting group, 
RCMP scams and frauds, 
falls prevention, Hospice 
and Big Brothers Big 
Sisters. 

A seniors’ expo in St. George

LISA CHENEY PHOTOS

MISSION IN MOTION: community
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Is a puppet ministry in your parish’s future?
BY JIM MORELL

From the late-1990s to 2010, 
Christ Church Cathedral had 
a very active children’s puppet 
ministry. 

Over a 12-year period, 
40-50 young puppeteers used 
humorous and cleverly written 
scripts and upbeat music to 
bring well-known Bible stories 
to life for hundreds of children 
and adults alike — not only at 
the Cathedral but in churches 
and parish halls all across the 
diocese, even as far away as 
New Hampshire and Belize. 

The response from audi-
ences was amazingly positive. 
Of equal importance were the 
lasting effects of the faith and 
friendship experiences of the 
teenage puppeteers who wrote 
the scripts and performed.

When the young puppeteers 
went off to college and became 

A PUPPET THEATRE AND PUPPETS have been in storage for years, but 
it’s time to repurpose them to a parish that has an interest. If that is 
you, contact Beverly Morell via the Christ Church Cathedral office. 

adults, and when Beverly 
Morell retired as the ‘puppet 
master,’ the ministry was put 
on hold. 

For the last 12 years the 

puppet theatre and the puppets 
have been in boxes, but are still 
in good shape. 

With the thought that a 
youth leader elsewhere in the 

diocese might see the potential 
of this innovative youth min-
istry, the Cathedral is offering 
to give away its puppets, its 
portable puppet theatre and 
related props. 

Beverly and a few of her for-
mer puppeteers are also willing 
to share their knowledge and 
experience with anyone who 
would like to make enquiries 
or start this type of ministry in 
their church. 

It is an obvious reality that 
there are fewer young families, 
and therefore fewer children, 
in our Anglican congregations 
these days. 

The long-term implications 
of this reality for our parishes 
are, putting it gently, very seri-
ous. 

There are no quick and easy 
solutions to the challenge of 
attracting young families, but 
puppet ministry has potential 

as a tool in a parish’s toolbox.
Jesus said, “Let the little 

children come unto me, and 
do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs 
to such as these.” (Matthew 
19:14) 

Faith teaching and nur-
turing young children is the 
responsibility of both parents 
and congregations. It is one of 
the Anglican Church’s 5 Mark 
of Mission (our purposes as a 
church). 

Many parish leaders are 
looking for new and innovative 
ways to teach the faith and at-
tract a younger generation. 

Do you as a parent or a 
youth leader or a member of 
vestry see puppet ministry as a 
possibility for your parish? 

If so, contact Beverly via the 
Cathedral office (450-8500). 

JIM MORRELL PHOTO

Friendly competition sees 
$910 raised for food bank
On Oct. 15, teams from 
the Parish of Chatham, the 
Parish of Newcastle-Nelson-
Hardwicke and the Parish of 
Derby and Blackville gathered 
at the Castle Bowling Lanes 
in Miramichi in a friendly 
“competition” for the annual 
“Strike Out Hunger” bowling 
challenge to raise funds to help 
their local communities fight 
hunger.

Following on the call to 
action of the Parish of Marys-
ville for other parishes to join 
them in raising monies to help 
combat hunger in our local 
communities, two of the Mi-
ramichi area parishes, Derby 
and Blackville and the Parish 
of Chatham, met in 2019 and 
raised funds that supported 
school breakfast programs, the 
work of local food banks and 
other similar efforts. 
     A team of eight represented 
the Anglican Parish of Derby 
and Blackville this year. Arrael 
Dunn, Connie Hambrook, 

Dalton Sturgeon, Aleatha 
Clarke, Kathy Hennessey, Rose 
Curtis and Fr. Gerry Laskey 
were rallied together under 
their team lead and cheerlead-
er, Valerie Stewart. 

As a result of the generous 
support of other parishioners, 
they were able to make a dona-
tion of $910 to the Greater 
Blackville Food Bank in sup-
port of their work with local 
families.

The team would like to 
thank everyone who supported 
them to make this year’s event 
successful.

The top photo shows the 
Parish of Derby and Black-
ville team in their lumberjack 
shirts during their friendly 
tournament. From left: Connie 
Hambrook, Aleatha Clarke, 
Fr. Gerry Laskey, Dalton 
Sturgeon, Valerie Stewart, 
Rose Curtis, Kathy Hennessey 
(missing: Arrael Dunn, who 
was taking the photo).

LEFT TO RIGHT: Joy Nordin (manager, GBRC Foodbank), Dalton Sturgeon, 
Rose Curtis, Arrael Dunn, Kathy Hennessey, Aleatha Clarke, Fr. Gerry Laskey 
and, presenting cheque, Valerie Stewart (missing from the photo, Connie 
Hambrook)

ARRAEL DUNN PHOTO  

SUBMITTED PHOTO

MISSION IN MOTION:  food security
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Episcopal 
Announcements
The Rev. Paulette Black has 
been appointed Assistant 
Priest in the Parish of Fundy 
and the Lakes.

The Rev. Keith Joyce, retired priest
Favourite book of the Bible – The Psalms

Birthplace – Cuckfield, Sussex, England

What you love most about God – that God has fully revealed Himself in Jesus Christ 
and that in Christ we can know God, and be in a life-giving relationship with Him

Favourite place on Earth – Lebanon (and the Holy Land) 

Farthest you’ve been from home – Singapore  

Favourite meal or dessert – Christmas plum pudding  

Biggest fear – That just before a service I would discover my sermon text was lost 
and I had completely blanked out on its content.

Hidden talent – Light carpentry

Favourite movie or book – “A man for all seasons” by Robert Bolt

Your hobby – Photography

Three things always in your fridge – Hot sauces, olives, achaar (various Indian 
pickles)

Favourite sports team – Dubai Mighty Camels (hockey)

AFTER BISHOP DAVID EDWARDS deconsecrated St. James 
Church in Centreville, some of the stained glass windows 
were removed and repurposed. They are now installed in the 
Church of the Good Shepherd in Florenceville. Dan Scott, a 
member of the congregation, did the work on them. The light 
shining through them is not from the outside but from LED 
lights he installed. 

Windows of opportunity

BOB LEBLANC PHOTOS
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The Rev. Chris Hayes is a musician as well as a priest serving 
in the Parish of Salisbury and Havelock. 
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A look at Rivers of Mercy, by Tears for Fears

Raising the roof in Riverview!

Welcome to a new 
year!  And to begin 
the new year, I am 

returning to a format begun 
last fall, with a closer look at 
a contemporary song that is 
worthy of such a look.  

As always, the thoughts, 
ideas and questions presented 
here are not to presume to 
know the mind of the songwrit-
er, but rather musings and ideas 
raised up for consideration.  

You can listen to them on 
Spotify, Apple Music, or on 
YouTube, if you don’t happen 
to own a copy already. 

This month, we’re going to 
be looking at “Rivers of Mercy” 
by Tears For Fears.  THOSE 
Tears For Fears, you might 
be asking?  Yes — the group 
released an album in 2022 
called The Tipping Point, and 
this song is from that album.

This is a beautiful song, 
though you have to get past 
the sirens and gunshots at the 
beginning to realize it! 

The overarching theme of 
this song is a movement from 
anger and rage to redemption 
and forgiveness. This is partly 
due to the fact it was written 
during the Black Lives Matter 
movement, and the first lock-
down in England, as Roland 
Orzabal, one of two founding 
members of Tears For Fears, 
explains:  

“…Of course, when you feel 
that rage, the last thing you want 
to do is actually forgive anyone. 
But unfortunately, that’s kind of 
the only way out, or else the rage 
will just continue and continue.” 
(Variety Magazine interview, 

February 2022).  
The song begins with refer-

ences to a dystopian image of 
burning streets, trouble, and 
the devil running rampant 
through the world. 

But the writers Orzabel and 
Curt Smith understand they do 
not look upon their surround-
ing as if looking at a TV screen. 
They are a part of this world: “I 
too often see the world through 
a veil of tears / Well, to hell with 
my immunity.” 

The singer sees that the 
world longs for something 
bigger, better, more — some-
thing to take everyone beyond 
the place they are now. But we 
cannot do that while carrying 
the baggage we do. We must 
be able to forgive the sins of 
the past, especially the ones we 
have committed.  

If this sounds rather 
spiritual, it is. It would be hard 

not to see it that way. Though 
neither member of Tears For 
Fears have publicly declared 
themselves to be Christians, a 
Christian person would see a 
great deal in his song.  

Particularly in the chorus, 
there are words and refer-
ences to belief. The very idea of 
mercy, not unique to Chris-
tianity, is nonetheless a key 
component of our faith. 

Lines such as “Dare I imag-
ine some faith and under-
standing?” and “Bring out the 
dead tonight / And bathe them 
in your sacred light” practically 
scream about God’s relation-
ship with His people.  

There is a recognition 
throughout the song that the 
way out of the current situa-
tion goes through forgiveness 
— people forgiving each other 
as well as themselves.  

The second verse’s request 
to show mercy, make me 
golden, part of the dream 
(heaven?) is again tempered 
with being stung, and suc-
cumbing to temptation.  

Perhaps human nature is 
too weak to fix itself as the 
bridge declares: “When feel-
ings run high / When feelings 
are so raw / We will give in to 
the night.”  

Indeed, we all need the for-
giveness of something, some-
one, more — God our Creator.

I hope you have the chance 
to listen to this song, and to 
give its text some good reflec-
tive thought. It says a great 
deal, and perhaps even more 
to a person of faith. I hope you 
can enjoy it!

Rivers of Mercy 
 
Well, the streets have started burning 
There’s trouble in the towns 
Guess the devil loves his playground 
That’s for sure
I too often see the world through a veil of tears 
Well, to hell with my immunity 
Gonna hold you close 
‘Til the shadows disappear

If by magic, you mean the ocean
If by tragic, you mean the end
We weren’t wrong, we were just hungry 
For manna from Heaven 
And come and drown me in the infinite sea

Chorus: Drop me in rivers of mercy, yeah 
  Dare I imagine some faith and understanding? 
  Drop me in rivers of mercy, yeah 
  Bring out the dead tonight 
  And bathe them in your sacred light to 
  Wash away the pain 
  Save me from the shadows, yeah 
  Cry like a siren, the light on my horizon 
  Drop me in rivers of mercy, yeah

Show me mercy, miracle waters
Make me golden, part of the dream
We got stung, we were just lovers 
Born of temptation 
Slow down, river, and float me upstream (chorus)

Spinning upside down 
In the wake of mighty waves 
See the anger of the world 
When feelings run high 
When feelings are so raw 
We will give in to the night. (chorus) 

ON FRIDAY, 16 SEPT. all roads led 
to St. John the Baptist Anglican 
Church in Riverview for a special 
variety concert in aid of our 
church roof. The event was well 
organised by Bev Hanson and 
team and raised just under a 
$1,000. We were blessed to have 
a number of talented musicians 
grace us with their presence. 
Thank you to everyone who 
supported this event. LEFT:  
Wayne Gallant and His puppet. 
RIGHT:  Herb Brand (emcee), 
Bev Hanson (organizer), Robbie 
Hill (emcee).

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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This is another in a series entitled Faith In Action: Building Hope For Tomorrow In The Face Of Climate Change, 
put together by the Ven. Kevin Stockall, Hannah Westner and Andrew Mathis, all of the Parish of St. Mary, York in 
Fredericton, with the help of additional guest writers.
 
The series sprang from a helpful book study on Jim Antal’s Climate Church; Climate World. The series hopes to 
explore the role that Church must play as part of humanity’s response to the climate crisis, offering theological and 
scientific background as well as practical tips and advice.

F A I T H    I N    A C T I O N

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”




