
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 

First Sunday after Christmas Day 
January 1st, 2023 
10 am Spoken service with Communion  
_______________________________ 
 
Priest: The Reverend Sharon Smith  
Musician and Choir Director: Rob Gloor  
Administration: Natasha Stegemann  
Wardens: Robb Watt, Linda Robertson, Chris Wensley  
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Votive candles are available to light during communion. Please consider 
a donation to the candle fund. We ask that you light one candle per 

person with a fresh lighting stick and extinguish it in the sand. 

GATHERING  
 

Welcome and Intentions: Chris Wensley (Warden)   
 

Presider:  In this time and place  
We gather on the ancestral lands of the 
Squamish and Tsleil-Watuth nations 

All:  From many places and peoples we come 
to this house of prayer. 

 

Presider:  In this time and place 
We give thanks for the light of God that shines 
in the darkness 

All:   A light no darkness can quench. 
 

Presider:  In this time and place 
We give thanks for the light and peace of Jesus 
Christ the Word made flesh 

All:   The light of all people. 
 

Presider:  In this time and place 
We pray that the Spirit of God will be renewed 
in our hearts and minds 

All:   That we might be the light of God in the  
world. 

 
SAINT CATHERINE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Anglican Church of Canada - Diocese of New Westminster 
Situated on the unceded traditional Coast Salish territory 
of the Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) and səlil̓ilw̓ətaʔɬ (Tsleil-

Waututh) First Nations. 
 

Art image: Midwinter midnight, deep 
  

 



2 
 

Presider:  In this time and place, together, one people of 
God. 

All:  In the name of God, Source of all being, 
Eternal Word and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Presider:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all.   

All:   And also with you.  
 
Presider:   Ever-present God,  
All:   To you all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from you no secrets are 
hidden.  Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 
Prayer of the Day  
 

Presider:   God of refugees,  
All:   sharing the exile road 
  with all who flee 
  the violence that enslaves and kills: 
  as your Son sought asylum 
  in a foreign land 
  make us ready to welcome refugees 
  and receive from them 
  a new language of life and hope; 
  through Jesus the Christ, Rachel's child. 
  Amen. 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

First Reading: Isaiah 63:7-9 
 

God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or 
angel. God’s own presence brings salvation. The prophet 
and all who read these words join in celebrating God’s 
gracious deeds. God trusts people to act with kindness. 
 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the 
praiseworthy acts of the LORD, because of all that the LORD 
has done for us, and the great favour to the house of Israel 
that he has shown them according to his mercy, according 
to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
For he said, "Surely they are my people, children who will 
not deal falsely"; and he became their savior in all their 
distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that 
saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 

Reader:  Let us hear what the Spirit is saying. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 148 (Led by Sharon Fedorak) 
 

Leader:  Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;  
  praise God in the heights. 
People:  Praise the Lord, all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
Leader:  Praise the Lord, sun and moon; 
   sing praise, all you shining stars. 
People:  Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
Leader:  Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
  who commanded, and they were created, 
People:  who made them stand fast forever  
  and ever, giving them a law that shall not  
  pass away.  
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Leader:  Praise the Lord from the earth, 
    you sea monsters and all deeps; 
People:  fire and hail, snow and fog, 
    tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
Leader:  mountains and all hills, 
    fruit trees and all cedars; 
People:  wild beasts and all cattle, 
    creeping things and flying birds; 
Leader:  sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
    princes and all rulers of the world; 
People:  young men and maidens, 
    old and young together. 
Leader:  Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
    whose name only is exalted,  
  whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
All:   The Lord has raised up strength for the  
  people and praise for all faithful servants, 
    the children of Israel,  
  a people who are near the Lord.  
  Hallelujah! Amen.  
 
Second Reading: A Blessing for Dreaming 
   By Jan Richardson  
 

This blessing begins behind your eyelids when at last 
you close them 
for sleep 
and all that you have seen in this day 
begins to play itself again. 
You watch the scenes 
as they repeat themselves: 
everything done 
or undone, 
all the moments that brought worry or delight, 
the meetings and crossings that gave gladness 
or pain. 
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Let these scenes unwind, and then 
let them go. 
Beneath them, 
behind them, 
other pictures are waiting, other stories wanting 
to draw your gaze 
like paintings 
on the walls of a chapel 
no one has seen 
for centuries, 
or shimmering from the pages of an ancient prayer book 
that falls open 
in your hands. 
Open the eyes 
behind your eyes 
and see what reveals itself only in the dark, 
only in this house 
made of dreaming 
where you can 
lay yourself down 
and you can rest 
now. 
 

Reader:  Let us hear what the Spirit is saying. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:13-23 
 

In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the 
infant Jesus from the jealousy of Herod. 
 

Presider:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Presider:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the 
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt,  
and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 
and remained there until the death of Herod.  
This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
 
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in 
and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 
according to the time that he had learned from the wise 
men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah: 
 ”A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared 
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the 
child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got 
up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 
And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the 
district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the 
prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 
 
Presider:  The Gospel of Christ. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Homily – Rev. Gary Hamblin  
 

Reflective silence follows. 
 
Affirmation of Faith   
 

Presider:  Let us confess the faith of our baptism, using the 
Baptism creed of the church in Rome in the 3rd and 4th 
centuries, as we say, 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer 
 
Prayers of the People  
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Presider:   Dear friends in Christ, 
  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
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  God welcomes all and invites us to this table. 
  Let us confess our sins, 
  confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Presider:  Most faithful God, 
   

All:   Remind us of your love and healing 
power.  
Forgive us that we may forgive one 
another.  
Renew us so that when we fail, we may 
begin again. Amen  

 
The Passing of the Peace 
 

Presider:  The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

The members of the community, ministers and people, greet 
one another saying ‘Peace be with you”. 
 

Communion 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Presider:  Good and loving God, 
All:  we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, 
 who came among the poor, 
 to bring the riches of your grace. 
 As you have blessed us with your gifts, 
 let them be a blessing for others. 
 With the trees of the field, 
 and with all on this earth our Island home, 

we shout for joy at the coming of your 
Light, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer (ELCIC III)  
 

Presider:   May God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Presider:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to God. 
Presider:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:        It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Presider:       Blessed are you gracious God, 
  Creator of heaven and earth; 

Source of light and life. 
In the fullness of time you come  
among us enfleshed.  

 And so, together with all the choirs of angels, 
your peoples on earth and in heaven, we 
praise your name and join the unending hymn, 
as we say:  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord 
God of power and might ,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the 
Lord, Hosanna in the highest  
 

Presider:  Holy One,  
 the beginning and the end,  
 the giver of life. 
 Blessed are you  
 for the birth of creation,  

Blessed are you  
in the darkness and in the light.  
Blessed are you  
for your promises to your people,  
Blessed are you  
in the prophets’ hopes and dreams  
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Presider:  Blessed are you  
for Mary’s openness to your will  
Blessed are you  
for Jesus, the Word made flesh.  
 

   In the night in which he was betrayed,  
Jesus, in a room with his friends, 
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
shared it, saying, take and eat;  

  this is my body, given for you.  
  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
    

  Again, after supper, he took the cup,  
gave thanks,  

  and gave it for all to drink, saying;  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed 
for you and for all people for  
the forgiveness of sin,  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Presider:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
All:   Christ has died  

Christ is risen,  
Christ will come again.  

 

Presider:  With this bread and cup  
we remember your Word 
dwelling among us,  
full of grace and truth,  
We remember our new birth  
And we look with hope for Christ’s coming.  

All:   Come, Lord Jesus  
 

    Holy God,  
we long for your Spirit,  
Come among us, 
Bless this meal,  
May your Word take flesh in us.  
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All:   Awaken your people.  
Fill us with your light  
Bring the gift of peace on earth.  
Come, Holy Spirit.  
 

Presider:  All praise and glory are yours,  
Holy One of Israel,  
Word of God incarnate, 
And Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever,  

All:   Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer  
 

Presider:  As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,  
 

All:   Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

   Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Presider:  We break the bread of life,  
 and that life is the light of the world. 
All:  God here among us, light in the midst of 

us, bring us to light and life.   
 

Words of invitation: 
 

Presider:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God.  
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Communion:  
All people are welcome to receive Communion of one kind 
(Fresh Bread or Wafers) at the station below the stairs, or 
Communion of one or both kinds at the Altar. Wine is 
administered from a common cup. Gluten free wafer are 
available upon request. 
 

Please sanitize your hands before receiving.  
 

While the communion is being administered, we respectfully 
ask that you keep the silence.  
 

Candle lighting during this time is welcomed. 
 
Prayer After Communion: 
 

Presider:  Loving God, 
All: You have united earth and heaven 
 in sending Jesus to take our human nature. 

May we who have received these mysteries, 
walk in the Way that Jesus taught us.  
Amen 
 

Sending 
 
Announcements: Chris Wensley (Warden)  
 
 

Presider:  Glory to God,  
All: whose power, working in us, can do 

infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the church and in Christ Jesus, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
 

New Year Blessing: Rev Gary Hamblin 
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Dismissal 
 

Presider:  Go now in peace to love and serve the Christ 
Child, born for us. 

All: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 
 

Service Participants 
 

 
Thank you to those ministering in the service this evening:  
 

 
Guest Priest:  Rev. Gary Hamblin 
 
Hosting Warden:  Chris Wensley 
 
Greeters:    Marion Porter and Gillian Holland 
 
Readers:    1. Kim Mead  2. Sharon Fedorak  
 
Intercessor:  Heather Luccock  
 
Eucharistic  
Administrators:  John and Heather Luccock  
 
Sound and  
Livestream:   Chris Wensley   
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January 8, 2023, 10 am   
Soul Food Sunday - The Feast of Epiphany 
Theme: “Be Light” 
 
Soul Food Sunday is a Neighbourhood Breakfast & Prayer 
service, where strangers and friends gather around a table 
to share food and conversation. We listen to a story told 
about Jesus and have a conversation to deepen our 
understanding, and we gather our prayers and hold the 
needs of the world. We break bread together and receive a 
blessing for the week. We enjoy the gifts of local musicians.  
 
This week’s musicians:  

Casey Thomas-Burns & Riley Poystila 
 
Come along and feed your soul. 
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Starts January 15th, 2023 
6 Sunday mornings after church  
11:30 am to 12:30 pm 
 
Register at the office if you would like to attend.   
Email Natasha: scadmin@shaw.ca  
 
Please come even if you can’t make all 6 sessions or if you 
can’t start at the beginning.   
 
While we encourage people to take all 6 sessions, you will 
find it helpful and fun even if you participate in a few 
sessions.  
 
The program will look at the Beatitudes - the 8 blessings 
said by Jesus and what this means for Christians.    
 
The program is open to everyone - those new to Christianity, 
those who want to learn more or life-long Christians who 
would like to deepen their understanding about one of Jesus’ 
most important, subversive and revolutionary statements in 
the Bible.  
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