
LITURGY FOR JANUARY 1, 2023 

GOD GATHERS US FOR WORSHIP 
 
Welcome and Opening: 

During Advent we lit candles to represent the growing light of Jesus Christ. In this 
Christmas season, on the first Sunday of this New Year, we once again light a candle, 
the Christ Candle, to remind ourselves that Jesus the Light of the World is born!  
This light shines in the darkness, and the darkness will not overcome it.   
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
One: Let your light shine! 
All: Let your hearts be glad! 
One: God is faithful to us, and God rules in love. 
All: Then let us worship God. 

 
Songs of Praise and Worship: Worship: 
 

As with Gladness Men of Old (LUYH 105) 

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold, as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright; so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore your splendour 

see. 
As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly manger bed, there to bend the knee before Christ, 

whom heaven and earth adore; so may we with willing feet ever seek your mercy seat. 

As they offered gifts most rare at that manger plain and bare, so may we with holy joy, pure 

and free from sin’s alloy, all our costliest treasures bring,  

Christ, to you, our heavenly King. 

Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way, and when mortal things are past, bring our 

ransomed lives at last where they need no star to guide,  

where no clouds your glory hide. 

 

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less (LUYH 772) 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame but wholly lean on Jesus' name   

 
Refrain: 

On Christ the solid Rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand, All other ground is sinking sand 

When darkness veils His lovely face I rest on His unchanging grace  
In ev'ry high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil 

His oath His covenant His blood support me in the whelming flood  
When all around my soul gives way He then is all my hope and stay 



I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace (LUYH 690) 

I know not why God’s wondrous grace to me he has made known,  

nor why, unworthy, Christ in love redeemed me for his own. 

Refrain:  

But “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able  

to keep that which I’ve committed unto him against that day.” 

I know not how this saving faith to me he did impart,  

nor how believing in his Word wrought peace within my heart. 

I know not how the Spirit moves, convincing us of sin,  

revealing Jesus through the Word, creating faith in him. 

Prayer of Confession 

 

GOD GIVES US HIS WORD 
 
Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 55 

Song of Response: 

Lord, We Hear Your Word with Gladness (LUYH 766) 
Lord, we hear your Word with gladness: you have spoken—we rejoice:  

words of love and life and freedom— help us make their truth our choice!  

Now in holy celebration for your Word we worship you;  

spoken, written, known in Jesus, ours today to prove anew. 

Message: “Do Not Throw Away Your Confidence” 

Song of Response: 
Remembering with Love and Hope (LUYH 809) 

Remembering with love and hope, we celebrate the feast.  

Christ bids us come and dine with him, our Host and great High Priest. 

God’s Word made known in flesh and blood, a covenant of grace—  

in manger, cross, and empty tomb, we see God’s loving face. 

Through all our lives, Lord, you are near—and to the end of time.  

In bread and cup yourself you give; our life in yours we find. 

We break the bread and bless the cup; your Spirit is outpoured.  

Made one in you, we feast in love until you come, O Lord. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
  



GOD SENDS US OUT TO SERVE 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
Offering: Office of Social Justice  
 
Benediction and Blessing:  

(from Isaiah 60) May the light of Jesus Christ shine in your hearts that you might 
know the presence of God. May the light of light of Jesus Christ shine through your 
hearts that others may see it and recognize God at work within you. May the light of 
Jesus Christ shine in the darkest corners of this world that we might not be afraid. The 
blessing of the almighty God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit rests upon us this day and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Benediction Song: 

God of Mercy, God of Grace (LUYH 934) 

God of mercy, God of grace, show the brightness of your face. 
Shine upon us, Saviour, shine; fill your world with light divine; 

all your saving health extend unto earth’s remotest end. 

 

Let the people praise you, Lord; earth shall then its fruits afford. 

Unto us your blessing give; we to you devoted live, 

all below and all above, one in joy and light and love. 

 

 


