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WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
Good morning and Happy New Year!  
In the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we honour and acknowledge that we gather as people 
who live and work and pray on traditional and ancestral land of the Blackfoot people of the Canadian 
Plains. We give recognition to the Blackfoot people past, present, and future, and to the Metis Nation 
of Alberta, Region III. 
 
 
Next Sunday, we will celebrate Holy Communion at 10 am with Rev. Erin Phillips preaching and 
presiding.  
  
As we gather . . . Today we celebrate with joy the in-breaking of God’s light. When the magi saw that 
the star they were following had stopped over the place where the Christ child lay, they were 
overwhelmed with joy (Matt. 2:10). The angel had declared to the shepherds that the newborn child 
would bring good news of great joy for all the people (Luke 2:10). Now again, Christ brings joy to all.  
Through word and song, we are invited to rise and shine, for our light has come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon us.  
 
STAND 
 
“Joy to the World”    (v 1&2)   ELW 267  
 

 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
 
 
 

Lessons and Carols  
 

January 1, 2023 



2 
 

 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, 
on them light has shined. 
We have beheld Christ’s glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
 
To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
In the Word was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 
 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful “ (v 1 & 4)  ELW 283  
 
 O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 come and behold him, 
 born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 

 
 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
 born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
 Word of the Father, 
 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived among 
us.  
With the angels, with all earth and heaven, we rejoice at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
  
SIT
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ISAIAH FORETELLS: UNTO US A SON IS BORN   ISAIAH 9:2-6  
 
The people who walked in darkness 
   have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
   on them light has shined.  
 
You have multiplied the nation, 
   you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
   as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder.  
For the yoke of their burden, 
   and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, 
   you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
   and all the garments rolled in blood 
   shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  
For a child has been born for us, 
   a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
“In a Far-Off Place” ACS 908  
 
THE MESSIAH WILL COME FROM BETHLEHEM   MICAH 5:2-5A   
 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
   who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
   one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
   from ancient days.  
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
   when she who is in labour has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
   to the people of Israel.  
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
   to the ends of the earth;  
and he shall be the one of peace. 
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“Once in Royal David’s City”    (v 1 & 2)  ELW269  
 

 
 
 

THE ANNUNCIATION TO MARY    LUKE 1:26-35, 38    
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’* But she was much perplexed by 
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’  
Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’*  
The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born* will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  
Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the 
angel departed from her. 
 
“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” (v 1-3) ELW 265  
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THE BIRTH OF JESUS    LUKE 2:1-7 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
MEDLEY “Silent Night” (v 1 & 3)  
with “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” (v 1)  
 
 Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
 Silent night, holy night! 
 Son of God, love's pure light 
 radiant beams from your holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 

Infant holy, infant lowly, 
 for his bed a cattle stall; 
 oxen lowing, little knowing 
 Christ the child is Lord of all. 
 Swiftly winging, angels singing, 
 bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 
 Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 
 



6 
 

THE SHEPHERDS HEAR THE GOOD NEWS   LUKE 2:8-16 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah,* the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,* praising God and saying,  
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’*  
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  
 
STAND 
 
“Angels, from the Realms of Glory”  (v 1&2)   ELW 275   
 

Angels, from the realms of glory, 
 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
 once you sang creation's story, 
 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
 watching o'er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing, 
 yonder shines the infant light. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
Christ is born! And the angels proclaim, “On earth, peace.” Let us share a sign of that peace with one 
another. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
SIT 
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JESUS RECEIVES HIS NAME     LUKE 2:21-35 
 
After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name 
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.  
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall 
be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law 
of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’  
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;* this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  Guided by 
the Spirit, Simeon* came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him what was customary under the law, Simeon* took him in his arms and praised God, saying,  
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant* in peace, 
   according to your word;  
for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.’  
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many 
in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—
and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’  
 
“What Child is This?”  (v 1&2)   

 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
 Why lies he in such mean estate 
 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 the silent Word is pleading. 
 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
 the cross be borne for me, for you; 
 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
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THE MAGI FOLLOW THE STAR      MATTHEW 2:1-12  
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came 
to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star 
at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and 
all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”  
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
 
“What Child is This?” (v 3)  
 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
 come, peasant, king, to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; 
 let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, 
 the virgin sings her lullaby; 
 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER & PRAYERS   
Let us pray. God with us, you came as a baby to a manger. You slept on straw and were greeted by 
shepherds. Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. And then, through these gifts, 
help us bless the lives of others in the strength of your holy name. Amen. 
 
We join in prayer. It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 
Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 
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In your light, draw all to the manger  
to sing for joy with the angels.  
 
In your light, draw all to the manger  
to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 
 
In your light, draw all to the manger  
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 
 
In the light of Jesus  
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 
 
In the light of Jesus  
bring healing and wholeness to all who are injured, sick, lonely or despairing. 
We remember especially Myrtle, Sharla, Debi, Marion, Arne, Thelma, Eva, Dave & Trudy, Tiffany, 
Blair, Corrie, Pastor Dick & Jan, Helene, Patrick, Jack & Shirley, Eowen, Grace, Margaret, Mary, Ann, 
Clayton, Nancy, Rosemary, Shellene, Sheila, Judy, Miriam, Pastor Kathy and Darcy, Cherylee and 
Doreen, and those we name before you now. 
 
Silence 
 
Son of God, you dwell among us – Word made flesh. 
Let our lives reflect your glory and grace in the world you so love. Amen. 
 
Gathered as one, we pray together  
 

Our Father in heaven 
 hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
     on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever, Amen. 

 
 
“Peace Came to Earth”    
 
Silence for reflection 
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STAND 
 
BLESSING   
 
May the Word brought to birth  
carry you into new and abundant life. 
And the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG “Love has Come”  ELW292  
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is with you. Go in peace.  
Thanks be to God. We will! 
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