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Christ Our Hope in Life and Death 
Keith Getty, Matt Boswell, Jordan Kauflin, Matt Merker, Matt Papa 

What is our hope in life and death?  

Christ alone, Christ alone

What is our only confidence?

That our souls to Him belong

Who holds our days within His hand?

What comes, apart from His command?

And what will keep us to the end?

The love of Christ, in which we stand


O sing hallelujah! 
Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah! 
Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death 

What truth can calm the troubled soul?

God is good, God is good

Where is His grace and goodness known?

In our great Redeemer’s blood

Who holds our faith when fears arise?

Who stands above the stormy trial?

Who sends the waves that bring us nigh

Unto the shore, the rock of Christ?


Unto the grave, what shall we sing?

Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!

And what reward will heaven bring?

Everlasting life with Him

There we will rise to meet the Lord

Then sin and death will be destroyed

And we will feast in endless joy

When Christ is ours forevermore


2



Call to Worship 
Adapted from Psalm 121. 
Please participate by reading the underlined portions. 

I lift up my eyes to the hills. Where does my help come from?


My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth! 

The Lord will not let your foot be moved.  He who keeps you will not 
slumber.


Behold, he who keeps his people will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord is your keeper!  He is your shade on your right hand. The sun 
shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.


The Lord will keep his people from all evil.  He will keep their going 
out and their coming in, from this time forth and forevermore. 
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Praise His Name (Psalm 148) 
Marc Willerton, Nathan Stiff 

Reaches of heaven, starry heights

Lights of the evening dancing in silent skies

Brilliance of morning, breaking day

O let them praise Him, praise His name


O praise His name 
O praise His name 
Let all His wondrous works declare His praise 

Mightiest mountains, peaceful plains

Snowfall and fire, thundering ocean waves

Kings and their kingdoms, age to age

O let them praise Him, praise His name


King enthroned in majesty

All things made by His decree

Hear creation’s melody

Praise Him, praise Him

Everything with life and breath

Everywhere from east to west

Every heart raised from the dead

Praise Him, praise Him

Angels echo the refrain

Jesus, Lamb for sinners slain

Name above all other names

Praise Him
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Congregational Prayer 

Eternal God, who has entered time and space in the person of Jesus 
Christ to save us from our sins,


We confess that we have often failed you - by what we have done, and 
by what we have left undone.  And we repent.


Please forgive us for our sins of negligence, laziness, and wastefulness.


Grant to us a new zeal to love you, and follow you, and worship you, 
and to advance your Kingdom.


In the blessed name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 
Amen.
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Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me 
Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, Michael Farren 

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer

There is no more for heaven now to give

He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom

My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus

For my life is wholly bound to his

Oh how strange and divine, I can sing, all is mine

Yet not I, but through Christ in me


The night is dark but I am not forsaken

For by my side, the Saviour He will stay

I labour on in weakness and rejoicing

For in my need, His power is displayed

To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me

Through the deepest valley He will lead

Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome

Yet not I, but through Christ in me


No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven

The future sure, the price it has been paid

For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon

And He was raised to overthrow the grave

To this I hold, my sin has been defeated

Jesus now and ever is my plea

Oh the chains are released, I can sing, I am free

Yet not I, but through Christ in me


With every breath I long to follow Jesus

For He has said that He will bring me home

And day by day I know He will renew me

Until I stand with joy before the throne

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus

All the glory evermore to Him

When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat

Yet not I, but through Christ in me
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Statement of Faith 
Triune God 

We believe in one true and living God, eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  These three persons are 
completely equal in attributes, each with the same divine nature, yet 
they are each distinct persons.  The Triune God is wise, loving, merciful, 
faithful, patient, abundant in goodness and truth.  He is infinite in being 
and perfection, self-existent and self-sufficient.  He is the sovereign 
Creator of all things, and he upholds and governs all things. He is holy, 
and utterly opposed to sin; yet he graciously forgives the sin of his 
people.


His Mercy Is More 
Matt Papa 

What love could remember, no wrongs we have done

Omniscient all-knowing, He counts not their sum

Thrown into a sea, without bottom or shore

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more


Praise the Lord, his mercy is more  
Stronger than darkness, new every morn  
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more 

What patience would wait, as we constantly roam

What Father so tender, is calling us home

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more


What riches of kindness he lavished on us 
His blood was the payment his life was the cost 

We stood neath a debt we could never afford

Our sins they are many, his mercy more


* Children (up to 2nd grade) are dismissed to Children’s Church. 
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Psalm 51 

1	 Have mercy on me, O God,

	 	 according to your steadfast love;

	 according to your abundant mercy

	 	 blot out my transgressions.

2 	 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,

	 	 and cleanse me from my sin!


3 	 For I know my transgressions,

	 	 and my sin is ever before me.

4 	 Against you, you only, have I sinned

	 	 and done what is evil in your sight,

	 so that you may be justified in your words

	 	 and blameless in your judgment.

5 	 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,

	 	 and in sin did my mother conceive me.

6 	 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,

	 	 and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.


7 	 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;

	 	 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

8 	 Let me hear joy and gladness;

	 	 let the bones that you have broken rejoice.

9 	 Hide your face from my sins,

	 	 and blot out all my iniquities.

10 	 Create in me a clean heart, O God,

	 	 and renew a right spirit within me.

11 	 Cast me not away from your presence,

	 	 and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

12 	 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

	 	 and uphold me with a willing spirit.


13 	 Then I will teach transgressors your ways,

	 	 and sinners will return to you.

14 	 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God,

	 	 O God of my salvation,

	 	 and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness.

15 	 O Lord, open my lips,

	 	 and my mouth will declare your praise.

16 	 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it;

	 	 you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.

17 	 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;

	 	 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.


18 	 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;

	 	 build up the walls of Jerusalem;

19 	 then will you delight in right sacrifices,

	 	 in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings;

	 	 then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

8



Notes 
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Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
Elements are gluten-free and alcohol-free. 

To the Cross I Cling 
Isaac Wimberley, Matt Boswell, Michael Bleecker 

No day of my life has passed that has not 

Proved me guilty in your sight 

The best that I have to offer are these filthy rags 

And yet you love me


All things in me call for my rejection 
All things in You plead my acceptance 

I am guilty but pardoned 
By grace I’ve been set free  
I am ransomed through the blood you shed for me  
I was dead in my transgressions 
But life you brought to me  
I am reconciled through mercy 
To the cross I cling 

No more am I slave to sing but

Bought with a price

Redemption that was purchased through the blessed cross

That You bore for me 
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Benediction 

After the service, please stay a while and fellowship with us. We are so 
glad you’re here! 

11



Visiting JRCC 
We are so glad that you are here!  We hope that your visit is 
encouraging to your soul.  Please fill out a Connect Card and 
drop it in the offering (or online), so that we can get to know you!


Membership at JRCC 
You are welcome to visit any time, but the best way to feel at 
home at JRCC is to become a member.  If you are interested in 
membership, or have questions, please let us know!


Children 
• Nursery (infants, up to age 3) is available during the service.

• Children’s Church (age 4 to 2nd grade) begins when the 

sermon begins.


Giving 
There are several ways to give to James River Community Church:

• In the offering box in the back of the sanctuary.

• Online or by mail, by visiting www.jrccsuffolk.org/give.

	 


Reflection Questions 
Questions to help you reflect on the sermon, or discuss it in 
community with others.


Contact 
If you have any questions, or if there is anything that we can do to 
serve you, please let us know.  We would love to hear from you!

• Church Office    -    office@jrccsuffolk.org

• Pastor    -    Ben LoPresti    -    ben.lopresti@jrccsuffolk.org


Announcements 
• CAPS Night Stay


• January 6-7

• March 22-29


• Member Meeting 

• January 8, 6pm

• Congregational Vote to affirm Member Covenant


• Sunday School

• Sunday mornings, 10am

• Semester begins January 8


• Crisis Pregnancy Center Baby Bottle Fundraiser

• January 22 - February 26

8909 Eclipse Drive

Suffolk, VA 23433


757-238-2477

www.jrccsuffolk.org



