
                                                        Prayers of the People    
                                         The Naming of Jesus, January 1, 2023                                                 
                                                Intercessor: Jane Whittemore 
 
Creating God, we acknowledge that we are on the ancestral land of the Anishinaabe, 
Attawandron and Haudenosaunee people, the Dish With One Spoon Covenant and Huron Tract 
Treaty. May this bold new year bless God’s creation with love, care and respect. 
 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy  
 
Creating God,  we pray for Todd our Bishop, Anne our Metropolitan; Linda our Primate; Chris 
Harper, National Indigenous Archbishop and Marinez Bishop of Amazonia and Primate of 
Brazil, all Bishops, Priests, Deacons and all who minister in your church. As we enter a brave 
new year may they be recharged with the power of God’s love, reawakened to the good news 
and revitalized with the breath of the Spirit. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
Creating God, we pray for all areas of misunderstanding and conflict between peoples and 
nations, between needs and offers of help; make us more ready to listen than instruct, more 
ready to encourage than crush. We pray for peace and stability for the people of the Occupied 
Territories, Ukraine, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Yemen, Taiwan, Libya, 
Peru and all corners of the world where there is unrest. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy.  
 
Creating God we pray for this city of Stratford and all communities represented here today. We 
pray for the families, the parents and children, that our laws and structures of society may 
uphold and support them. We pray for the very poor and those who struggle to survive. We 
offer our thanks for the Connection Centre at St. Paul’s, St. James Food Bank and St. Stephen’s 
‘Our House’ initiative. May all they serve be comforted and know that Christ walks with them. 
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy, 
 
Creating God, With gratitude for our own health and strength, we pray now for help and healing 
wherever people ache with pain and sorrow, loliness or fear. May they be blessed in their need 
and surrounded with love. Knowing that you know their needs we pray for those who have 
asked us to pray for them: Marilyn, Angela, Niki, Rob, Judy, Richard, Mary, Robert, Bob, 
Heather, David, Stephen, Doug, Jim, Maribel, Carol, Ellen, Nancy, Diane, Eric, Terry, 
Susan, Anne, Mary Lou, Ann, Olivia, Vivienne, Betty, Mary, Richard, Bob, Paul, Diane, 
Suzanne, Bo, Susan, Frank, Norah, Laurie. We give thanks  that the Alta’eh family will 
travel to Canada on the 27th of January. We ask God to journey with them and bring them 
safely to their new home. 
 
 



Creator Hear and Have Mercy. 
 
Creating God, we pray for those in our St. James family who are celebrating birthdays this 
week: Nanci Fair, Sandra Huntley, David Packham, Ernestine McKenna, Abby Ranki, 
Robert Parkinson and those celebrating anniversaries: The Reverend Allan Falconer & Renee 
Falconer, Robert Lott & Anne Robinson, Janet & Kenneth Hook .  May we always be 
mindful that there are many who do not feel loved and feel that they have nothing to celebrate 
and no one to celebrate with. 
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy. 
 
We pray for those who died and for the families who mourn them. May they experience the 
unending peace of heaven. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
“Eternal God, giver of love and peace, you call your children to live together as one family, 
give us grace to learn your ways and do your will, that we may bring justice and peace to all 
people in the name of Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God 
now and for ever”* 
 
Amen 
 
 
*A New Zealand Prayer Book, Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa  Collect for The Second Sunday 
after Christmas 
 
 
 


