
   

The congregation of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church celebrates the amazing diversity of 
God’s beloved children. We welcome all, regardless of age, ethnicity, abilities, faith 
background, race, family configuration, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression. We enthusiastically invite you into this worshiping 
congregation as we strive to share God’s inclusive love with everyone in our 
community and in our world. 

Pastor’s Message 
Happy New Year, everyone! We Christians get to enjoy two New Years, of course; beginning first 
with Advent and then again on January 1. So in case your Advent New Year has gotten off to a 
rough start, here you go with a second chance! I hope your Christmas holidays have been filled 
to overflowing with grace and love. 

As this is my first introduction to writing for the church newsletter, I thought I would take the 
opportunity to introduce myself to the community. You already know my name. I am “the 
husband of one wife,” Lynn, who has been my partner in marriage for 46 years and my best 
friend for 52. We met each other through her older sister, just as Lynn was getting ready for her 
beginning year of high school. We both attended Wilson; she is class of ’72 and I of ‘71. Even 
though we did not know each other prior to this, we both attended Redeemer Lutheran in Fircrest, 
whose pastor through our childhood and confirmation was Carl Fagerlin.  

We attended WSU together and after college raised our family there in Eastern Washington, three girls and one 
boy and an occasional dog. Today they are all grown, of course, with families of their own. Along with 3 sons-in-
law and a daughter-in-law, we have 11 grandchildren, ranging in ages from 21 to 3. So we are a tribe.  

In Pullman (30 years) we were close friends with Phil and Debbie Waite and their family. After college I became 
an electrical contractor, as well I was ordained by my independent church community in 1982; so lifelong I’ve 
been bi-vocational. 

More recently, in the 20-teens I returned to my Lutheran roots and studied Lutheran theology at Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Berkeley. I have been a synodically authorized minister in the Southwestern Washington 
Synod since 2017 and served four congregations, including two Episcopal churches. In April 2021 I received my 
Lutheran ordination and became fully rostered in the ELCA. 

Other things to know:  

• I am Norwegian by heritage; my last name, Fister, is taken from a small fishing village across the fjord 
from Stavanger, which Lynn and I visited in 2015. 

• Lynn, too, is of Norwegian descent. 

• I have a lifelong love of Mark Twain and his writings with over 200 volumes on my bookshelves. 

• Some of you may possibly know my sister, Elaine Erickson, who lives in Gig Harbor; she is a local artist and 
often has a presence at the Gallery across the street from Kelly’s. (not the same ADLC member Elaine Erickson) 

• Lynn’s dad was Warren Peterson who was a founding partner of the Gordon-Thomas law office in 
Tacoma. 

• I am an active member and past president of the Rotary Club of Gig Harbor (morning club), since 2005. 

• I am a cancer survivor. 

• My proudest life achievement is having been my dad’s constant companion and caregiver for the last 
three years of his life; he died just short of being 98 years old. 

• I sleep at night with a plush toy bunny; but more about that story another time. 

I am excited and feel so very privileged to be able to walk alongside you as your interim pastor through this first 
quarter of 2023. I pray you Godspeed as you now begin a bright new year in your faith journey.  

Pastor Duane 
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NEWS FROM YOUR COUNCIL:   January 

Happy New Year!  As we welcome 2023 in, we give thanks for the many blessings of this 
congregation, and we look forward to the coming year and the possibilities it presents. 

So, here’s what’s happening: 

Council has appointed Debbie Waite to fill the vacancy left by the resignation of Sherry Stava.  
Debbie will complete the term through the end of June.  The congregation will vote to fill 
the position at the May congregational meeting.  We wish to thank Sherry for her many 
years of service to the congregation.   

We welcome Pastor Duane Fister to our congregation.  He will be with us through March.  Pastor Seth begins his family 
leave in January.   

Gary Gemar will be presenting an update on the Mission Survey results from this past fall at forum on January 15th.  We 
hope you will mark your calendars to attend and participate in the discussion of our mission and goals for the coming 
year.   

The operating budget for 2023 will be presented at a special congregational meeting on Sunday, January 22th following 
the 11:00 service.  This will be a very important meeting. 

The budget for the coming year will include the addition of a part-time staff position to help with financial and 
administrative duties that have previously been performed by volunteers.  This is a critical job that requires a significant 
amount of time.  I’d like to take this opportunity to thank George Unruh for his contributions in that position over the 
past year.   

Our new Care Committee will begin.  We are thankful for the many volunteers who will participate in assisting members 
of our congregation with health care, transportation, and other needs.  Check with Marlene Bridgforth or Gwen Daugs 
for more information.   

There are lots of opportunities to become involved in the life of our church.  I look forward to sharing the coming year 
with each of you. 

Blessings, 

Lynette Brentin 

Council President 

 

Lynette Brentin 
Council President 

Congregational Budget Meeting 
All voting members are encouraged to attend the 
January congregational meeting where we will hear 
about and vote on our 2023 Budget. 

January 22, 12:15 

 

Thanks again to everyone at Agnus Dei for your care and support as I begin my parental leave this 
month. I’m looking forward to being a full-time dad for the next 12 weeks, and I greatly appreciate 
your part in helping this happen. Things will be different while I’m gone, but I think that is a good 
thing: it’s a wonderful opportunity for us all to see how God is at work in ways we don’t expect. I 
look forward to seeing you all again in March for Holy Week and Easter! 
  
Peace and blessings, 
Pr. Seth, Stephanie and Ada 

Please let Pastor Duane know if you are in need of pastoral care. If you would like to be 
contacted please call the office at 253-851-6222 or email  Pastor Duane.  In an emergency, you 
can reach Pastor Duane at 509-998-6716 and leave a voicemail message.  

mailto:djfister@gmail.com
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Sunday Morning Family Book Club  
Next meets on January 8, 9:45 am 

 

The inaugural meeting of the Family Book Club was a hit for all ages with a birthday 
party for Jesus (see pictures) on December 18th. The group met in the sanctuary 
for fellowship and a story and then moved down the hall to the community room 
for games and refreshments. We are looking forward to January 8 for the next 
event.  
 
What? Family book club is a monthly gathering of families who share in fellowship, 
a book, and an activity. Each family gets to take home a copy of the book. 
 
When? Usually the 1st Sunday of the month…avoiding major holidays or other 
conflicts.  9:45 - 10:45. The 2022/23 dates are: December 18 (Christmas), January 8 
(Church), February 5 (Love), March 5 (Psalm 23), April 2 (Holy Week), May 7 
(Pentecost). 
 
Who? The books will be childrens’ books and the activities appropriate for all ages. 
However, family is a big word that can mean lots of things.  No need to have a child 
in tow to come and join the fun!  All shapes and sizes of families (and people!) are most welcome! 
 
Why? Family Book Club is an idea that came out of a summer meeting of families with young kids.  Sharing in 
fellowship, learning about the Bible and our faith, and having fun together is a priority for the group, but realistically, 
every week is hard to make happen.  As we all work together to figure out what church life looks like for young 
families, this is where we are starting! 

 
 

Agnus Dei Book Group 
Book group will be meeting in the couch room on Sunday, January 29th at 12:15 to 
discuss Demon Copperhead by Barbara Kingsolver. Please join us in person or on the 
Zoom platform; you will find the Zoom link on the Events page of our church website. 
If you would like to join us, please contact Linda Zehnder to be added to the email list.  
 

Kids Night Out Returns in January 

After a December hiatus the popular Kids Night Out event will take place on the 
third Friday of January, Jan 20 from 5:30-7:30pm. Kids have fun at the church 
while their parents enjoy a couple of hours to themselves. Games, music, pizza and a 
craft are included. Register on the Events tab of our website. 
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Over the past several years as a member of the Stewardship Committee I have had 
the opportunity to see just how generous our congregation is. Not only do our 
members support the ministries of Agnus Dei financially, but they also volunteer a 
tremendous number of hours to those ministries and other activities sponsored by 
Agnus Dei.  

The purpose of the Stewardship Committee is to help all our members grow in 
generosity each year. Our most visible activity is the annual stewardship campaign 
during the fall of each year. The campaign is designed to focus the congregation on 
being generous in its financial support of the ministries of Agnus Dei. Throughout the 
remainder of the year the Stewardship Committee finds ways to support the 

members of our congregation in volunteering their time and talent to the many different ministries of Agnus 
Dei. 

The Stewardship Committee would like to invite anyone who is interested in helping others be 
generous in their support of Agnus Dei to join our committee. Our next meeting is scheduled for 6:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023. This would be a good meeting to attend to see what the Stewardship Committee is 
all about because we will be discussing what we will be doing during the coming year. 

If you are interested in joining the Stewardship Committee and have questions, please feel free to 
contact Mike Snowden at: 

   Phone: (253) 857-3081 

   Text: (253) 732-6950 

   Email:  Mike Snowden 

mailto:msnowden000@centurytel.net
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Thank you!  
To the Christmas decorating team of Bob Nussbaum, Marlene Bridgforth, 
Gary and Kathy Gemar, Rebecca Crow and David Salge, Kimberly Morgan, 
Suzanne Shema, Sue Lubash, and Sheryl Costanzo. Also, thank you to 
Robert and Marlene Bridgforth for procuring the candles, wreaths and 
garlands. Thank you to the team who assembled and decorated the 
Chrismon tree. And a special thank you to Lynne Zematis for her work in 
designing and creating the beautiful new Christmas banner and paraments. 
The sanctuary looked so festive for our Christmas worship! 

ADLC Care Team 

We are so pleased to announce that the ADLC Care Team is here! Thanks to many volunteers, the following services 
outlined below will be offered to our members.  The coordinator for each service group is listed as well. If you or 
another need assistance, please contact the service group coordinator, whose phone numbers and e-mail address-
es are in the church directory. Please also check out the Care Team Bulletin Board across from the Fellowship Hall 
for further information.  Any questions, or to sign up to help, let us know! 
 

                                                      Gwen Daugs and Marlene Bridgforth, Care Team Co-chairs 
 

ADLC CARE TEAM SERVICES AND NAMES OF COORDINATORS: 

 TRANSPORTATION: GWEN DAUGS 

 HOME VISITS: GHITA LORENZ AND CHARLENE FRANZ 

 CARDS/TELEPHONE CALLS: MARY MARDQUARDT 

 BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS: DAVID SALGE 

 HOME COMMUNION: MARLENE BRIDGFORTH 

 MEALS: ANN ROUSSEAU 

 MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES: REBECCA CROW 

The first group activity of the new care team was assembling and delivering packages of homemade Christmas 
cookies in December. Pictured below are Elf Sheryl delivering to happy recipient Rob and a couple of the festively 
decorated cookie boxes. Elf Sheryl reported that everyone she delivered to were so appreciative and touched that 
their ADLC family were thinking of them. 
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    News From Our Service Committee 
December Outreach—ELCA Good Gifts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 1st - No forum on New Year's Day 

January 8th - Again we will participate in the Sunday morning family book club.  Join 
together in this multigenerational church family event with emphasis on the experience of 
the young ones and families in our midst. The topic for January is The Church. 

January 15th - Gary Gemar will review information learned from the Vision and Mission 
Survey that members responded to in the Fall.  From this survey the Council is working to 
guide us into our future. 

January 22nd - No forum.  Congregational meeting at 12:15 

January 29th - Neal Vandervoorn will share his experience on the Camino de Santiago this last year.  Pictures and 
stories will be shared about this well regarded spiritual pilgrimage. 
 

Forums are on Sundays at 9:45 am and may be attended in person in the parish hall or on the Zoom platform; the link is 
found on the events tab of our website. 

This month at 

Forum 

Thank you one and all for your contributions to ELCA Good Gifts, also know as 
God’s Global Barnyard. Contributions of $1050 were given for 2 pigs, 20 chicks, 1 
share of a cow, 1 fish farm, 6 sets of honeybees, 6 single goats, 2 pairs of goats , 
3 school fees and uniforms for girls, one adult in global mission, and 1 set of vac-
cinations. For more information about the ELCA Good Gifts Program see 
elca.org/elcagoodgifts 

January Outreach 
In January we will have our annual collection of toilet paper for the benefit of the FISH Food bank. 
 Once again we will build A Mighty Fortress of TP. Will it be bigger than last year? Our friends at the 
foodbank count on Agnus Dei to fill their shelves and now that they are in their brand new facility, 
they have even more room! 
It seems that TP is the #1 requested item at food banks everywhere and Gig Harbor is no exception. 
And, yes, the price of TP is up, can’t  blame OPEC for that, but, we’re up to the challenge. Watch for 
the sales and let’s build that fortress, thanks to your effort! 

 

Here are the community outreach projects we undertook in 2022, the Year In Review: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you all for your support for these projects this past year. If you have ideas for our monthly projects in 2023, 
please let the Service Committee know. 
 
From our FB4K Tortilla Team Jerry and Ann: 
Thank you to all who continue to support Food Backpacks 4 Kids, they are now serving 2000 families in our communi-
ty! In October FB4K had 48 new families sign up for their services.  With a large population of Latino immigrants they 
are so grateful to Agnus Dei for being “The Tortilla Church”! 

Jan—Toilet Paper Drive for FISH 
Feb—food/prizes for Key Peninsula Community Services 
Mar—Sack lunches for detainees being released from ICE 
Apr—Peace Dinner and Canned Soup Drive for Key Peninsula Community Services 
May—Diaper Derby—Our Horse Won! 
June—Lunches for Tacoma Rescue Mission 
July—Summer Fun Collection for the children at the Tiny House Village in Tacoma 
Aug—ICE Lunches/Tortillas for Food Backpacks 4 Kids 
Sept—School Supplies for local school children and for Lutheran World Relief 
Oct—Peace Dinner/Baby Kits for Lutheran World Relief 
Nov—Children's Home Society socks, flashlights, etc 
Dec—ELCA Good Gifts  
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We Celebrate... 
JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS* 

1 Jerry Mjelde 

2 TK Baxter 

3 Terri Schinkel, Maria Beaudette 

4 Denny Sapp, Katie Dobszinski 

6 Ronnie Kulman 

7 Linda Olson, Peter Liljengren, Gene Kuest 

10 Jessica Bigger, Sue Horton, Shinho Park 

11 Diana Edelblute 

12 Robert Beals 

15   Haley Babare 

16 David Skeels 

17 Virginia Kenefick, Stacy Bigger 

20 Robert Bridgforth 

21 Mik Moore 

22  Drew Babare, Teresa McDonald 

23 Olivia Seames  

25  Jonathon Hogeberg, Cecilia Roark 

26 Barbara Deák, Jim Ribary, Heinz Malon 

27 Paula Davis 

29  Inessa and Bryna Hay Wiren 
 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

2 Joe and Barbara Ausich 

17 Kathy and Daryl Higgins 

29  John and Sherry Stava 

31 Daryl and Gwen Daugs 

 We remember in prayer: 
For comfort and healing: 

 Barbara Ausich 

 Deb Brueckner 

 Beverly Buster Jr 

 Chiarra Buster 

 Audrey Clinton 

 Harlan Damron 

 Richard and Marilyn 
Hermstad 

 Connie Hummel 

 Ardith Johnson 

 Jack Oakes 

*      Sonja Miller 

 George Mitchell 

 Michi Ouichi 

 Joannah Powers 

 Ellis Rousseau 

 Johnny Tierny 

 Trudy Wagner 

 Eunice Werner 

In service to our country:  
 CAPT. Jenny Nussbaum, US Public Health Service 

 

Coming in January: A Little Free Food Pantry 
 

We are all familiar with the Little Free Libraries that 
appear in neighborhoods where patrons can choose a 
book to take or leave books for others. Gig Harbor’s 
Midday Rotary facilitates a Little Free Food Pantry run 
in the same manner and one of these units will be com-
ing in January to our church parking lot.  

The addition of the Little Free Pantry dovetails nicely 
with the Safe Overnight Parking program that we par-
ticipate in. We provide a handwashing station, a port-a-
potty and safe parking spots for people who are forced 
to live in their vehicle. One could imagine that our over-
night guests would appreciate access to nourishing 
food items and sanitary products. 

Volunteers from the Midday Rotary will be in charge of 
keeping the pantry stocked and Agnus Dei members 
are welcome to add and/or take items as well. Sugges-
tions for the pantry: 

Nonperishable food items: cans, boxes, and bags of sta-
ple foods. Best are pop-top, and ready to eat. Like 
soup, SpaghettiOs, chili, canned tuna, chicken, SPAM, 
sardines, tuna kits with crackers, peanut butter, jelly, 
tortillas, anything high-protein, crackers, instant oat-
meal, cocoa, soups (in containers that just require hot 
water), cartons or canned/shelf stable milk, boxes and 
bags of cereal, ready to drink protein drinks, etc... 

Hygiene products are also welcome: menstrual prod-
ucts, deodorant, liquid body wash, shampoo, body 
wash wipes, baby wipes, toothpaste/toothbrush, and 
soap are popular in pantry boxes. 

Shown at right is one of the Food Pantry boxes provid-
ed by the Midday Rotary. 
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The following are the folks who are currently scheduling: 
Lynette Brentin—Ushers and Greeters 

Debbie Snowden—Stream Team and Sound System 
Shari Shull—Assisting Ministers 

Paula Davis—Lectors 
Kimberly Morgan—Altar Guild 

Please contact the office or call these folks directly if you are willing to serve. Flowers for 
worship are needed as well. The sign-up sheet is posted in the hallway across from the 
nametag board.  

Important reminders: 

We Share the Air – Please Keep It Fragrance-Free and Healthy for All 
In our effort to make everyone welcome, please be aware the chemicals used in scented products make some people sick, especially 
those with fragrance sensitivities, asthma, allergies and other medical conditions. We ask our entire community to be mindful of this 
and refrain from using perfume/cologne and other scented products when coming to Agnus Dei. 

Let’s Wear Our Nametags 
As a sign of hospitality to visitors, please remember to wear your nametag! If you are in need of a new nametag, please call or 
email the church office or leave a note on Cindy’s desk. 

Fraud Alert; We Can’t Repeat This Often Enough! 
There has been a recent uptick in scam messages targeted at parishioners 
requesting monetary support for “people in crisis”. Emails and Text messages 
appearing to come clergy in general, and from Pastor Seth specifically, have been 
received by many in our Agnus Dei community. Please remember that Pastor Seth 
will never contact you to ask for money, gift cards or financial information of 
any kind. Never reply to these messages, they are fake. Do not click on any links, block them if you are able, and 
most certainly delete them. 

Thank you to the volunteers 
who serve in worship.  
More volunteers are needed 
in all areas and training is 
readily available.  

Serving in Worship, January 2023 

         

 

Altar 
Guild 

Assisting 
Minister 

Lector 
Stream Team/ 

Sound 
Ushers/ 
Greeters 

Prayer Writer Flowers 

Jan 01 10:00 AM Sue Lubash Kathy Gemar Kathy Gemar Bob Beals Costanzo   

 

Ghita Lorenz 

 
Rebecca Crow 

Daryl Daugs 

Bruce Shull 

Jan 08 
8:30 AM Sheryl Costanzo Randy Spitzer Randy Spitzer Mike Snowden Shema 

Phil Waite  
11:00 AM Kimberly Morgan Doug Page Bruce Shull  Crow 

Jan 15 
8:30 AM Joy McCraw Dave Schinkel Don Krump Bob Nussbaum Brentin 

Kathy Gemar  
11:00 AM Marlene Bridgforth Bruce Shull Margaret Duncan   

Jan 22 
8:30 AM Suzanne Shema Bob Beals Kathy Gemar Mike Snowden  

Debbie Waite  
11:00 AM Elsa Nesbit David Salge Marty Beert Linda Zehnder Colyar 

Jan 29 
8:30 AM Joy McCraw Kathy Gemar Debbie Snowden Bob Beals Costanzo 

Susan Whitney  
11:00 AM Rebecca Crow Marilyn Colyar Charlene Franz Linda Zehnder Colyar 

 

Back by Popular Demand!  The Chili Cook Off will be in February! 
Save the date, Saturday, February 18 for a fun ADLC event– the Chili Cook Off. Just 
in time to celebrate Mardi Gras as Ash Wednesday follows in the next week. Watch 
for more details to come. 
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All hybrid services are left on Agnus Dei’s YouTube channel for viewing at any time after the service.  

Hybrid events may be attended In-person and online 

Epiphany 

Lessons and Carols 
One service only at 10 
AM 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtbRox58Q606ZuCwNYA00Jg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtbRox58Q606ZuCwNYA00Jg
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The monthly newsletter of 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 
Submit newsletter items, subscription requests and address 
changes to Editor/Church Administrator: Cindy Beals  

253-851-6222 office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

 

Church Staff  

 Pastor: Rev. Seth Novak 

   253-851-6222, pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org  

Minister of Music: Shari Shull, Deacon 

   253-851-6222, sharishull@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Church Musician: Susan Luebeck 

Church Administrator: Cindy Beals 

    253-851-6222, office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Congregational President: Lynette Brentin 

Congregational Vice President: Linda Olson 

Council Secretary: Marlene Bridgforth 

Financial Secretary: Bob Nussbaum 

Treasurer: Julie Bell 
 

 

 

 

 

Council 

Lynette Brentin, Marlene Bridgforth, Marilyn Colyar, Charlene Franz, 
Gary Gemar, Dick Ohme, Linda Olson, Linda Ribary, Denny Sapp,  
Deb Waite 
 

 

Little Lambs Preschool  

Director/Teacher: Shannon Moore 

Email: lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Financial Secretary: Kimberly Morgan 

Little Lambs Board: Cathy Adair, Sue Horton, Nancy Johnson,  

Salli Middleton, Jerry Mjelde, Eiko Park 

 

 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


