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GATHERING 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE             “Angels We Have Heard on High”          Michael Burkhardt  
 

(We Stand) 
 

CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 
 

You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

GATHERING HYMN            “Angels We Have Heard on High”           ELW 289 
 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

 

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 

 

SALUTATION  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened 
weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
(We Sit) 

 
LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 
First Reading             Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
               “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”           ELW 282 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav'n's all-gracious king." 
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 

 

For lo! The days are hast'ning on, by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, 
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 

and all the world give back the song which now the angels sing. 
 
Second Reading          Micah 5:2-5a 
 
      “O Little Town of Bethlehem”           ELW 279 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 
Third Reading                 Luke 1:26-35, 38 

 
        “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”           ELW 276 
 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all. 

Swiftly winging, angels singing, bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you! 
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Fourth Reading                Matthew 1:18-25 
 
              “Angels from the Realms of Glory”          ELW 275 
 

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
once you sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One. 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 
Fifth Reading               Luke 2:1-7 
 
             “Away in a Manger”           ELW 277 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
 
Sixth Reading             Luke 2:8-20 
 
     “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”           ELW 270 
 

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled." 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 
Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 

 
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.  Refrain 
 
Seventh Reading           Luke 2:21-22, 25-33 
 
               “Joy to the World”           ELW 267 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; 
let ev'ry heart prepare him room and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
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Eighth Reading                  Matthew 2:1-18 
 
             “What Child is This”           ELW 296 
 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
Ninth Reading             John 1:1-14 
 
      “Silent Night”            ELW 281 
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 
OFFERING 
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us.  God calls us 
to be generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far.  You can  
support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing your offering to the 
church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app.  If you would like more details 
on direct deposit giving please contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 
359-6562. 
 
Congregational Anthem            "Love Has Come”             ELW 292 

 
Love has come—a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

hear how their song of joy arises:  
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

Love has come and never will leave us!  
Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 
(We Stand) 
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OFFERTORY HYMN       “O Come, All Ye Faithful”            ELW 283 
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, born the king of angels; O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, born of a virgin a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE PREFACE 
 
THE SANCTUS 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the altar rail. Communion will be brought to the front pews for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord’s presence in, with and under each 
element alone. For those with a gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn. 
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 

 
Communion Hymn            “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”              LBW 55 

 
(We Stand) 
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BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the 
eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child. 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN    “Go, Tell it on the Mountain”           ELW 290 
 

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.  Refrain 

 

Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born; 
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Newborn King! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
POSTLUDE              “Joy to the World”      Christopher Uehlein  
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
IN LIEU OF ALTAR FLOWERS today our sanctuary is adorned with red poinsettias that are 
given in honor and memory of loved ones of the congregation. 
 
 

SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30) Eric Wessinger, Ivan Black, Pat Bowen, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl,  
  Vernon Hester, Deon Fink, Blaine Richardson, and Chad Geary; 
 (11:00) Randy Huber, Alon Cox, James Renwick, Roy Welch, Brian Paeth,  
  and Doug Harper  
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Danny Able and Ebony Bowers;  
   (11:00) Eleanor Roberson and Peggy Sherman 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30) [A] Shannon Burnett [C] Weston Hill [BB] Lexie Taylor; 
   (11:00) [A] Aaron Head [C] Zachary Head [BB] Manning Burgess 
 
 

The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Kimberly Peterson, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
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