
Welcome to Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church 

December 25th, 2022 
Christmas Day 

 
As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the 
world, shining forth to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the 
incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ 
then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the 
shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare 
to the world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the 

salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore! 
 
Welcome: Welcome to Lord of Life Lutheran Church. This is a safe space to bring your whole 
self. If there are ways we can make participation in worship easier for you, we will do our best to 
accommodate.  
 
Worship: Masks: DuPage County community level is Medium. Since we are at the medium 
level, masks are optional in our building.  
Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual packets available near 
the entrance to the worship center.  
Passing of the Peace: It is ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember people have 
different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and situation to situation. 
You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or “Would you like a handshake.”   
Physical Distancing: It is still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the sides of the 
church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; please space yourselves 
accordingly.  
 
For those worshiping from home: Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You will need 
your communion packet, this service folder, and if your phone is convenient, you can use it to 
pass the peace. Lighting a candle hallows your worship place. We distribute packets of pre-
consecrated bread and wine (gluten free option is available) for those who call the church office. 
We are here for you! 
 
Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their joyful 
wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.  
 
 
Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the 
following pages. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type. 
 



PRELUDE 
 
Gathering 
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 
GATHERING HYMN                  Joy to the world     ELW 267 

 
 

DIALOGUE 

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 
By day and night he shines for all to see. 
Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 



that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 
so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
Jesus is the light of the world. 
Jesus is the light of our lives. 
Sing to God a new song! 
A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, 
you have thrown a lifeline to us in our pit— 
a beam of light that shines through Jesus. 
Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation. 
Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. 
Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world 
and in our hearts. 
Amen. 
 
Assembly is seated  
 
Lessons and Carols 
 
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 
 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth 
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let 
there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the 
day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days 



and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light 
upon the earth." And it was so. 16God made the two great lights — the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — and the 
stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
 
I Wonder as I Wander         TFF 50 
 

 



Second Reading: Micah 5:2-5a 
 
 2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
 who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth; 
 5and he shall be the one of peace. 
 If the Assyrians come into our land 
 and tread upon our soil, 
 we will raise against them seven shepherds 
 and eight installed as rulers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



O Little Town of Bethlehem       ELW 279 

 
 
Third Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38  
 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he 
came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 
of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, 



and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the 
angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, 
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 
let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from 
her. 
 
Angels We Have Heard on High       ELW 289 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Fourth Reading: Luke 2:8-20 
 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will 
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hark the Herald Angels Sing       ELW 270 

 
 
Fifth Reading: Matthew 2:1-11 
 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 
and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 



 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 
 
We Three Kings of Orient Are       WOV 646 
 

 



Sixth Reading: John 1:1-14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not 
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.’ 
 
Go Tell it on the Mountain        ELW 290 

 



Response to the Word   
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 
Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to sing for joy with the angels. 
In the brightness of his life 
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING AND PRAYER  
 
The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts, ourselves 
included, God has given us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
Meal 
 

The assembly stands as they are able.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
… join their unending hymn 

 
 
The minister continues the eucharistic prayer. 
 
….We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen 



 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Glory to God in the highest! 
Come to the table of peace. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
All are seated. As we sing Lamb of God, please take time to prepare 
yourselves and your communion elements. 

 

 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table 
with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
As you have gathered us in joy, 
send us forth as messengers of your peace. 
Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
 
BLESSING  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
You are the shepherds telling the story. 
We tell it in the streets and across the land. 
You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving. 
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures. 
You are the angels announcing peace. 
We live with joy and go now in peace. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN                The First Noel                  ELW 300 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 



From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by  
permission. All rights reserved.  
From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297 
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission 
Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland 

 
We thank you for your ministry here today: 

Presiding Minister                                                Pastor Adam Dowd 
Assisting Minister             Dan Buchman 
Organist                                           Rosita Yao 
Reader      Judy Padera 
Greeters     Connie Allekain 
Ushers Art Kardatzke and Alice Tangorra  
Video                                                                   Sherry Sejnost 
 
 

Announcements – 12-25-2022 
 
Church Directory It is time to get a new picture church directory. 
Photos will be taken on December 27. Please call the church office to 
schedule your time to sit for a photo.  You will receive a free 8 by 10 
photo and also the new church directory. 
 
2023 Offering Envelopes are ready for you to pick up.  They are on the 
table in the Narthex. Please do not use them prior to January 1, 2023.  
 
Final Donations for 2022 All cash and check donations for 2022 need to 
be in the Church office by 10:00 AM on Friday, December 30th in order 
to be included in the final count for 2022. All electronic donations for 
2022 needed to be submitted by Thursday, December 15th in order to be 
included in the final count. 
Thank you! 
 
Christmas Poinsettias Thank you to everyone who donated plants to 
beautify the sanctuary for Christmas. 
 
Annual Reports If you submit an annual report, please have it in the church 
office by Sunday, January 15th. This will provide time to create a draft 
copy for review prior to the annual congregational meeting on Sunday, 
January 29th. 
 



Please pray for members:  
Jim Eckwall    Cor Peterson   Roberta Sejnost 
Caryl Schaer    Gale Dyskie   Don Dibbern 
Ron Matta    Nancy Swanson   Kerry Spitznagle 
 
A full list of relatives, friends and military personnel for whom we pray 
is emailed weekly on Friday. A list will also be printed in the bulletin 
the first Sunday of the month. 
 
We Love Your Photos! We need pictures and artwork for our daily 
Bible reading and prayers. Please share your photos with us at 
lordoflifechurchdarien@gmail.com 
 
Last Week’s Giving - $16852.36 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE 
  
Sunday         12/25  10:00 AM    Christmas Day Worship  

2:00 PM    Loving Word Worship 
Tuesday       12/27   2:00 PM  Pictures - Directory 

5:15 PM    Overeaters Anonymous 
Wednesday 12/28  10:00 AM Bible Study 

7:00 PM    One Day at a Time (AA) 
Friday           12/30  9:30 AM    Card Group    
Saturday  12/31  9:00 AM  Seventh Day Adventist  
Sunday         1/1   10:00 AM    Worship  
                               2:00 PM    Loving Word Worship 
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