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December 25th, 2022 – Christmas Day 
Morning Prayer 

 

 
This service is Livestreamed via Facebook and the Parish website. 

We welcome all worshipping with us today either in person or online. 
 

Words of Welcome and Acknowledgment 
We begin by acknowledging that we live, work, play, and worship on the 

traditional and unceded territory of the Coast Salish peoples, 

including the Katzee, Tsawwassen, Semiahmoo and Kwantlen Nations. May 

our words and our actions reflect our awareness and appreciation of this. 
 

The Gathering of the Community 
 

Christmas Introit 

I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all 

people: for to you is born this day a Saviour, Christ the 

Lord. Luke 2. 10-11 

 

Opening Hymn -  Away in the Manger CP#126 

 

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, 

to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hidden.  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,   

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name;  

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Glory to God 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen  

 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 

you wonderfully created 

and yet more wonderfully restored our human nature. 

May we share the divine life of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who humbled himself to share our humanity, 

and now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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The Proclamation of the Word 
 

First Reading – Isaiah 9:2–7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them 

light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have 

increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at 

the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For 

the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 

shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as 

on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping 

warriors    and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 

burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for 

us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall 

grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 

throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and 

uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 

time onwards and for evermore.  The zeal of the Lord of 

hosts will do this. 
 

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the Church.   

Thanks be to God 

 
Psalm 96  

1 Sing to the Lord a new song;  

sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
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2 Sing to the Lord and bless his name;  

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
 

3 Declare his glory among the nations  

and his wonders among all peoples. 
 

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;  

he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;  

but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 
 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence!  

Oh, the power and the splendour of his sanctuary! 
 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;  

ascribe to the Lord honour and power. 
 

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due his name;  

bring offerings and come into his courts. 
 

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;  

let the whole earth tremble before him. 
 

10 Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king!  

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity.” 
 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it;  

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
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12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

before the Lord when he comes,  

when he comes to judge the earth. 
 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness  

and the peoples with his truth. 
 

Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy 

Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  

Amen  

  

Second Reading – Titus 2: 11-14 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to 

all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, 

and in the present age to live lives that are self-

controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the 

blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our 

great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave 

himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 

and purify for himself a people of his own who are 

zealous for good deeds. 

 

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the Church.   

Thanks be to God 

 

Gradual Hymn – Silent Night CP#119    
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The Gospel – The Story of the Birth of Jesus - Luke 2: 1-20 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus 

that all the world should be registered. This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph 

also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. He went to 

be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 

was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 

them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there 
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was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 

among those whom he favours!’ 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. When they saw this, they made known what had 

been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it had been told them." 
 

The Gospel of Christ 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Homily: The Rev’d Steve Thompson 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary.  
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He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People   
In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the 
universe, saying, “Lord, grant us peace.” 
 

By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by 
the angel, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 
 

By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O Lord. 

Lord, grant us peace. 
 
By the birth in time of your timeless Son, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 
 

By the manifestation of your radiant glory to the 
shepherds and magi, hear us, O Lord, 
Lord, grant us peace. 
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By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary 
and Joseph of Nazareth, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 
 

By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan, 
hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 
 

Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the 
kingdom of our Saviour Jesus Christ; hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
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The Doxology 

Glory to God, 

whose power working in us  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   

Glory to God from generation to generation  

in the church and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 
The Blessing 

May the joy of the angels,  

the eagerness of the shepherds,  

the perseverance of the wise men,  

the obedience of Mary and Joseph 

and the peace of the Christ-child  

be yours this Christmas; 

and the Blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit  

be with you now, and always. Amen 

 
Sending Hymn – O Come, All Ye Faithful CP# 118 
 
 

Dismissal  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia 
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Notices and Prayer List for the week  
beginning 25th December 2022 

To assist the office, please ensure that any items for the 
Notices are received before Noon on Thursday. 

 

The flowers on the altar this morning are given for the glory of God. 
 
We pray for the whole Anglican Church of Canada – we pray especially 

for our primate, Archbishop Linda Nichols.  We pray also for the Director 

Joe Vecsi and the staff of Communications and Information Resources; 

Treasurer and Chief Financial Officer Amal Attia and the staff of Financial 

Management and Administration. 
 

Anglican Communion – we pray for the Anglican Church of Melanesia 
 

In our Diocesan Cycle - we pray for our Bishop, the Rt. Rev’d John 

Stephens. We also pray for Thanksgiving for the Birth of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  We pray for our own twinned parish of Holy Apostles, Abatan, 

and their priest, Father Joey Napat-a.  

In all these prayers for the church near and far, we pray for the people 

and clergy and for the ministries flowing from these places into the 

communities.    
 

In our Parish Cycle we pray for:  Maureen & Steve Thompson, Marion 

Tilley and Thomas & Irrin John Titus. We pray for their work, ministry, 

and families here and away. 

 
Notices  

2023 DONATION ENVELOPES 

Those who wish to continue using donation envelopes must contact the 

office via email (churchoffice@shawbiz.ca) or approach the Parish 

Administrator in person to obtain a box of donation envelopes from 

previous years with unassigned envelope numbers. You will need to 

manually change the envelope number to your own and amend the 

donation date. Of course, you can also choose to donate online via e-

transfer to giving2sthelen@gmail.com or via preauthorized debit. 

 

mailto:churchoffice@shawbiz.ca
giving2sthelen@gmail.com%20
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DECEMBER 25 AND JANUARY 1 

Due to low attendance at church between Christmas and New Year’s Day, 

it has been decided that there will be no coffee fellowship time after those 

2 Sunday services. Coffee time will resume on January 8, 2023. 

 
This Week’s Ministry Team   

Officiant/Preacher– The Reverend Steve Thompson 
Music – Matthew Ma 
Crucifer – Alex Mason 
Psalmist and Prayers of the Community – Cathy Anderson 
Readers – John Palmer and Sarah Vinu Jacobs 
Greeters – Patricia and Tom Beneteau 
Livestream Tech – Z. Barabas/S. Lee/T. Beneteau 
Altar Guild – Judy Glanville and Carol Young 
 

 

Contact Details for Priest in Charge - The Rev’d Mark Munn 
If you would like to contact Mark, his details are as follows:   
Email: sainthelensrector@gmail.com  
Office Number: 604 581 4800  Mobile: 778 384 6999 
Day Off:  usually Friday 
 
Parish Office email: churchoffice@shawbiz.ca  
Phone Number: 604 581 4800q 

Next week’s Ministry Team 
Crucifer/Server and Psalmist – Kelly Foulds 
Prayers of the Community – John Palmer 
Chalice Assistants/Lay Administrators – Cynthia and Anil Richards 
Readers – Matthew Ma and Janette Bulkan 
Greeters – Maureen Thompson and Mary Patterson 
Altar Guild – Lynn Turner and Jane Denton 
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