
Welcome to Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church 

December 24th, 2022 
Nativity of Our Lord 

 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah 
declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and 
bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God 
through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that 
Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly 

shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of 
Christ with the whole world. 

 
Welcome: Welcome to Lord of Life Lutheran Church. This is a safe space to bring your 
whole self. If there are ways we can make participation in worship easier for you, we will 
do our best to accommodate.  
 
Worship: Masks: DuPage County community level is Medium. Since we are at the 
medium level, masks are optional in our building.  
Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual packets available 
near the entrance to the worship center.  
Passing of the Peace: It is ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember people 
have different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and situation to 
situation. You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or “Would you like a 
handshake.”   
Physical Distancing: It is still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the sides 
of the church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; please space 
yourselves accordingly.  
 
For those worshiping from home: Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You will 
need your communion packet, this service folder, and if your phone is convenient, you can 
use it to pass the peace. Lighting a candle hallows your worship place. We distribute 
packets of pre-consecrated bread and wine (gluten free option is available) for those who 
call the church office. We are here for you! 
 
Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their 
joyful wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.  
 
 



Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on 
the following pages. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
Gathering 
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Word made flesh, 
our life and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, 
and call us to be messengers of your peace. 
We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
our resources, and our security. 
We nurture conflict and build barriers. 
We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
and ignore the groaning of creation. 
Have mercy on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
Renew us with your grace 
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 



Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: 
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 
shall know the salvation of God. 
Amen 
 
GATHERING HYMN           O Come, All Ye Faithful         Hymn 283 

  
 
 



GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
and also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 
true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Assembly is seated  
 
YOUNG AT HEART SERMON                   Pastor Adam Dowd 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
We light the candle of hope, 
trusting that there is light, even in the shadows. 
 
We light the candle of peace, 
the peace of Christ, 
the promise of the wolf lying down with the lamb. 
 
We light the candle of joy, 
The contagious sounds of Alleluia. 

We light the candle of love; 
the love of God; 
the never-ending promise of life, grace, and hope. 



We light the candle of Christ, 
A love song to the world; 
the light that shines in the shadows. 
 
 
Word 
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based 
on the birth of a royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s 
king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in 
God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 
 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 



 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm:  Psalm 96 
 
  1Sing to the LORD a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory among the nations 
  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared than all gods. R 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.   
 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! 



  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will 
judge the peoples with equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all 
that is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, 
O LORD, 
  for you come to judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with your truth.  
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Second Reading:  Titus 2:11-14 
 
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all 
humanity. Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also 
anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance. 
 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives 
that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed 
hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 
good deeds. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
                           



Praise God, Whom All Blessings Flow 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE GOSPEL READING:   Luke 2:1-20 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the Second chapter. 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth 
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will 
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 



in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
All are seated. 
 
SERMON        Pastor Adam Dowd 
 
HYNM OF THE DAY               Away in a Manger               Hymn 277 

 



Response to the Word   
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father, through whom all things were made. 
 
For us, and for our salvation, he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate of the virgin 
Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  



and the life of the world to come.  
 
Amen. 
 
All are seated. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray 
for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 
 
Your infinite love is born to us this night. With choirs of angels the church 
proclaims the good news. Send us out as messengers of the hope that has 
come to all people. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You are pleased to dwell with your creatures and the whole earth sings for 
joy. Renew the splendor of creation from the smallest cell to the widest 
galaxies. Guide us to be wise stewards of your gifts for the sake of 
generations to come. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Your authority is over the nations. Break the rod of oppression in every 
land and free all people from fear. Bring peace where there is war, 
compassion where there is suffering, and healing where there is disease. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You cherish those who are most vulnerable. Protect infants and children, 
and bless those who care for them. Watch over women giving birth, attend 
the dying, and relieve any who are in pain especially Kerry, Jim, Roberta, 
Caryl, Gale, Don, Ron, Nancy and Cor.  Shelter refugee families and those 
who have no home. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 



Your loving kindness embraces everyone in need. Help any for whom this 
season is lonely or joyless. Comfort those among us, or known to us, who 
are experiencing distress of body or mind, missing loved ones, or grieving. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You welcome those who have died into the joyous light of glory. We give 
thanks for the saints of every time and place who have praised you with 
lives of faith and humility. Inspire us by their example to love you by 
serving others. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we 
commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God. 
Amen. 
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with phrases like 
“Peace be with you.”  If you have your phone available text a word of 
peace to someone who is worshipping alone. 
 
OFFERING AND PRAYER  
 
Offering Reflection 
 
The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts, ourselves 
included, God has given us. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meal 
 

The assembly stands as they are able.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER… 
 join their unending hymn 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The minister continues the eucharistic prayer. 
 
….We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Glory to God in the highest! 
Come to the table of peace. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
All are seated. As we sing Lamb of God, please take time to prepare 
yourselves and your communion elements. 

 



                
 

 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table 
with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
As you have gathered us in joy, 
send us forth as messengers of your peace. 



Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
 
BLESSING  
 
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy, 
The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
Amen. 
 
THE CANDLE LIGHTING  Peace, Peace   
 
As Peace, Peace is played on the organ, we light our candles. Tilt the unlit 
candle into the lit candle – do not tilt lit candles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN             Silent Night, Holy Night!            Hymn 281 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by  
permission. All rights reserved.  
From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297 
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission 
Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland 

 
 
 



We thank you for your ministry here today: 

Presiding Minister                                                Pastor Adam Dowd 
Assisting Minister             Bob Eggert, Raymond Silhan III 
Organist                                           Rosita Yao 
Reader      Roberta Sejnost, Marilynn Sells 
Greeters     Arlene Danielson, Debbie McNichols 
Ushers Arlene & Bruce Danielson 
 Marilynn Sells & Debbie McNichols   
Video                                                                   Sherry Sejnost 
 
 

Announcements – 12-24-2022 
 
Church Directory It is time to get a new picture church directory. 
Photos will be taken on December 27. Please call the church office to 
schedule your time to sit for a photo.  You will receive a free 8 by 10 
photo and also the new church directory. 
 
2023 Offering Envelopes are ready for you to pick up.  They are on the 
table in the Narthex. Please do not use them prior to January 1, 2023.  
 
Final Donations for 2022 All cash and check donations for 2022 need to 
be in the Church office by 10:00 AM on Friday, December 30th in order 
to be included in the final count for 2022. All electronic donations for 
2022 needed to be submitted by Thursday, December 15th in order to be 
included in the final count. 
Thank you! 
 
Christmas Poinsettias Thank you to everyone who donated plants to 
beautify the sanctuary for Christmas. 
 
Annual Reports If you submit an annual report, please have it in the church 
office by Sunday, January 15th. This will provide time to create a draft 
copy for review prior to the annual congregational meeting on Sunday, 
January 29th. 
 
 
 
 



Please pray for members:  
Jim Eckwall    Cor Peterson   Roberta Sejnost 
Caryl Schaer    Gale Dyskie   Don Dibbern 
Ron Matta    Nancy Swanson   Kerry Spitznagle 
 
A full list of relatives, friends and military personnel for whom we pray 
is emailed weekly on Friday. A list will also be printed in the bulletin 
the first Sunday of the month. 
 
We Love Your Photos! We need pictures and artwork for our daily 
Bible reading and prayers. Please share your photos with us at 
lordoflifechurchdarien@gmail.com 
 
Last Week’s Giving - $16,852.36 
 

THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE 
  
Sunday         12/25 10:00 AM    Christmas Day Worship  

2:00 PM    Loving Word Worship 
Tuesday       12/27  2:00 PM  Pictures Church Directory 

5:15 PM    Overeaters Anonymous 
Wednesday 12/28 10:00 AM Bible Study 

7:00 PM    One Day at a Time (AA) 
Friday           12/30 9:30 AM    Card Group    
Saturday  12/31 9:00 AM  Seventh Day Adventist  
Sunday         1/1  10:00 AM    Worship (Live Streaming) 
                              2:00 PM    Loving Word Worship 
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