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We, the congregation of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes), existing by and for the glory of God, knowing that God, through this 
congregation, helps us find our way and to use our gifts, gather together, to honor and celebrate the acceptance of our 
differences and uniqueness, to be an inviting, welcoming, sustaining and loving community, to respond to the needs of 

others, to preserve and build upon the beauty, tradition and heritage of this sacred place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 24, 2022 

The Eve of the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

http://www.old-swedes.org/


Ministry Assistants Today: 
Altar Guild: Jeanette Woehr  

Lector: Carol Jenkins 
Intercessor: Bob Jenkins 

Celebrant: Rev. Joshua Barrett 
 

Our guest performers for tonight are:  
Nyah Charles, Eve Edwards, Susan Rheingans, Kate Bilenko,  
Paul Marchesano, Josh McCord, Dan Terrazas, Robert Ross. 

Also, we would like to thank Nils van Ammers for his generous donation to the Christmas music program  
this evening. 

        
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Introit  ‘Birthday Greeting’ by Zoltán Kodály   
   
 
Opening Hymn # 100    Joy to the World     Hymnal 1982 

 



Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

People  Amen. 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

People O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant 
that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in 
heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

First Reading   Isaiah 62:6-12        Carol Jenkins 

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; 
all day and all night they shall never be silent. 
You who remind the LORD, take no rest, 
and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem 

and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 
The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: 
I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies, 
and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have labored; 
but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD, 
and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts. 
Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; 
build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. 
The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: 
Say to daughter Zion, 

"See, your salvation comes; 
his reward is with him, 

and his recompense before him." 
They shall be called, "The Holy People, 

The Redeemed of the LORD"; 
and you shall be called, "Sought Out, 

A City Not Forsaken." 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God 
 



Hymn  #101     Away in a Manger    Hymnal 1982 

 

Psalm 97 

1   The LORD is King; let the earth rejoice; * 
let the multitude of the isles be glad. 

2   Clouds and darkness are round about him, * 
righteousness and justice are the 
foundations of his throne. 

3   A fire goes before him * 
and burns up his enemies on every side. 

4   His lightnings light up the world; * 
the earth sees it and is afraid. 

5   The mountains melt like wax at the 
presence of the LORD, * 
at the presence of the Lord of the whole 
earth. 

6   The heavens declare his righteousness, * 
and all the peoples see his glory. 

7   Confounded be all who worship carved 
images and delight in false gods! * 
Bow down before him, all you gods. 

8   Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of 
Judah rejoice, * 
because of your judgments, O LORD. 

9   For you are the LORD, most high over all the 
earth; * 
you are exalted far above all gods. 

10  The LORD loves those who hate evil; * 
he preserves the lives of his saints and 
delivers them from the hand of the 
wicked. 

11  Light has sprung up for the righteous, * 
and joyful gladness for those who are 
truehearted. 

12  Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, * 
and give thanks to his holy Name. 

 



Hymn  #115              What Child is This?      Hymnal 1982 

 

 



Second Reading    Titus 3:4-7  
 
When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any works 
of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by 
the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been 
justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God 
 
 
Gradual Hymn # 110   The Snow Lay on the Ground    Hymnal 1982 

 
 
 



Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 2:(1-7)8-20 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ 

[In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her 
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.] 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
 
Sermon    
 

 



Hymn  #104    A Stable Lamp is Lighted   Hymnal 1982  

 
 

An Affirmation of Faith 
 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius  

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead,   
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he 
is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of the People - Form III        Bob Jenkins 
           
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially: Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, 
our Presiding Bishop; Daniel, our Bishop; the Vestry, staff, and congregation of our church. 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.  
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; We remember especially those who 
are connected to our church family: David, Chris, Re, Jack, Jim, Charley, D.G., Margie, Carol, Ed, 
Irene, Geoff, Connie, Bonnie, and Jack 
(You may add other names either silently or aloud.) 
Let us pray.  
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest. (You may add names of departed people either silently or aloud.) 
We also pray for the souls of all who died in the pandemic, and from the epidemic of gun violence.  
 Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. Grant us the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we 
seek a new Rector for our parish. We also ask for your blessings on anyone celebrating a birthday or 
anniversary this week.  
Grant that we may continue to experience your love and guidance in the years to come. 
 
 
Celebrant O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 
                           mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you 
                           are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and  
                           Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
People  Amen. 

The Peace   
 
Offertory  ‘Do You Hear What I Hear’ by Noel Regney & Gloria Shayne 
 
Doxology 



The Holy Communion – Eucharistic Prayer B 
  
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty 
power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his 
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to 
become your children.  
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

 
People  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are filled with Your 

  glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 

to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life.   
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 
People We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory. 
 
Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 

to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to 
send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 



may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of 
time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with Mary, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and forever. 

People Amen. 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 Hallowed be thy name; 
 Thy kingdom come; 
 Thy will be done; 
 On earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily 

bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, 

 As we forgive those who 
trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into 
temptation; 

 But deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 And the power and the glory, 
 Forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 
 Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

 People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
The Communion of the People 
 

We welcome you to this table of the Lord, wherever you are on your spiritual journey. 
 
Communion Music  ‘Alleluia’ by Randall Thompson  
 
       
 

 



Please note that the first verse is in Swedish. 

Post Communion Hymn # 111           Stille Nacht/Silent Night    Hymnal 1982 

 

The Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Celebrant Let us pray 
People  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
   members of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
  food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
  and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and  
  singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
                             

The Blessing 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Closing Hymn # 105              God Rest Ye, Merry Gentleman           Hymnal 1982 

 
 
 
Dismissal 
        Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
        People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

        Postlude  ‘Prepare’ by Allen Pote     

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gloria Dei Staff 

Paul Fejko – Music Director  
  Jim and Paula Minacci – Sextons 

Christine McBride – Parish Administrator 
Amy Liberi – Wedding and Event Coordinator 

 

Gloria Dei Vestry  

Megan Bartlett – 267-581-9357 megan77777@yahoo.com 

Julie Daye - 215-520-7097 jultag22@yahoo.com 

Jill Duink – 215-290-9668 jillddd@hotmail.com 

Amy Grant – 267-216-6518 amy@southwarkhistory.org 

Bob Jenkins - 215-779-5751 tazjenkins13@gmail.com 

Jaime Konowal – Rector’s Warden - 215-847-7665 jaimelkonowal@gmail.com 

Candace Roberts – Accounting Warden (w) 215-592-6590 croberts@quantum-think.com 

Nils van Ammers - 610-216-4431 vanammers.nils@gmail.com 

Jeanette Woehr – Secretary –  856-264-3551 jeanettew164@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’ Church) 

Columbus Blvd and Christian Street  -  Philadelphia, PA 19147 
 215-389-1513  -  www.old-swedes.org 

Find us on Facebook Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Episcopal Church 

 

mailto:jultag22@yahoo.com
mailto:jaimelkonowal@gmail.com
mailto:vanammers.nils@gmail.com

	Psalm 97
	Hymn  #115              What Child is This?      Hymnal 1982

