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NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, CHRISTMAS DAY

Service of Lessons and Carols
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2022 | 10:00 AM

Our Mission is to be a Caring Inclusive Christian Community responding to God's grace
through Worship, Service, and Sharing the Gospel.
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WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH!

It is an honor to worship God with you this morning. We pray you experience the
loving presence of the Spirit as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal.
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please fill out a card in the
pew rack with your contact information. A restroom can be found by exiting the
rear door of the worship space. It is directly in front of you to the right. Additional
restrooms can be found in the back corner of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s
office.

RECONCILING 2z CHRIST

We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul's message to the Galatians
(3:28): “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that
because we are all one in Christ, and created in God's image, all are welcome as
beloved children of God. We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom
God sends us. Rejoicing in God's amazing diversity, we welcome people of all ages,
races, gender identities, sexual orientations, and physical and mental abilities.
Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and
building a community where all are beloved.
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As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining forth
to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live
among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s
birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we
declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the
salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore!




PRELUDE & SILENT PRAYER

Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest
treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please rise in body or in spirit
OPENING HYMN

ELW, #283
"0, Come, All Ye Faithful”
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni-te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2

Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade



OPENING DIALOGUE
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light.

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them Light has shined.

We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given.

In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has
brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to
proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE ELW #289
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
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An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o’er  the plains,
Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro - long?
Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.

What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’'n-1ly song?
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord,the new - born king.

!

| I
=
|

| N {
&= <

| 1NN

| |
| |
(/) [ ]

<

Refrain

N [—r—— )
Ao e, . e, ] EEmEs
O 1 . . -
J —— I

Glo - ri-a

\%‘()
Tre
\HES
| 10N
K
™
T

in ex-cel-sis De -

L
aQ
—_
o
1



i}

K
1B]

&l L

J &
- -

IS

Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol
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in ex-cel-sis De - 0.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Sit
FIRST READING

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY

As the Old Testament Prophecy is read candles will be lit on the Advent wreath

The people who walked in darkness
Have seen a great light.

Light first candle on the wreath

Those who lived in the land of deep darkness

On them light has shined.

Light second candle on the wreath
You have multiplied the nation
You have increased its joy.

Light third candle on the wreath
For a child has been born for us

A son is given to us.

Light fourth candle on the wreath
Authority rests upon his shoulders

And he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.

His authority shall grow continuously
And there shall be endless peace.

For the throne of David and his kingdom
He will establish and uphold it

With justice and with righteousness
From this time forth forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
do this.



ELW, #254

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Bormn thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;
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from our fears and sins re - lease us; let us find our rest in thee.

born to reign in us for-ev - er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,

By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of ev-ry long-ing heart.

by thine all -suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

SECOND READING
From Bethlehem comes a ruler

MicAH 5:2-5A

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.



4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
3and he shall be the one of peace.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CAROL ELW, #269
“Once in Royal David’s City”
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit-y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,

2 He came down to earth from heav-en who 1is Godand Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man- ger for his bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’na - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil - dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876



THIRD READING LUKE 1:26-38
The angel greets Mary

26|n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, ?’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin's name was Mary. 2And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is
with you.” 2°But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting
this might be. 3*The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 3'And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. *2He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 3*Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since |
am a virgin?” 3°The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. 3®And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 3’For nothing will be
impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CAROL ELW, #272
“Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming”
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1 Lo, how a rose ¢e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem  hath
2 I - sai - ah had fore - told it, the rose I have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with sweet-ness fills the
4 0O Sav - ior, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s lin - eage com - ing as
mind; with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious splen - dor the
woe; O Sav - ior, king of glo - 1y, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark-ness ev - 'ry - where. True man, yet ver - y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when  half-spent was  the night.
bore to us a Sav - ior, when  half-spent was the night
sin and death he saves wus and light-ens ev - ’ry load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 18761948, st. 4

Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 159

FOURTH READING
God with us

9

LUKE 2:1-7

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4oseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. °He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. *While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



CAROL ELW, #276
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
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I In - fant ho - ly, in- fant low -1y, for his bed a cat - tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto - ry, tid-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Music: W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish carol

FIFTH READING LUKE 2:8-20
The birth of the Messiah revealed to shepherds

8n that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. "°But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: '"'to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. ?This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” '*And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

4Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

SWhen the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord
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has made known to us.” '®So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child

lying in the manger. "When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; "®.and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. *But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 2°The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CAROL ELW, #281
“Silent Night”
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Stil - e Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schldft,
1 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! All is  calm,
Si - lent night, ho - 1ly  night! Shep - herds quake
3 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Son of  God,
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ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - li- ge Paar.
all is  bright round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Hold - er Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li - scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’'n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf in himm - li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep  in heav - en-ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787-1863
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SIXTH READING MATTHEW 2:1-11
Revelation of Christ to the nations of the earth

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. >They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

®'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel."

’Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay
him homage." *When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. '"When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ""On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ELW, #302

CAROL
“As with Gladness Men of Old
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;

2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly bed,

3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,

4 Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-'ry day keep us in the nar-row way;

5 In the heav’'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;

there to
)

bend the knee be - fore
may we with ho - ly
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our

Jjoy,

thee, whom heav’n and earth a - dore;
pure and

free

from sin’s al - loy,

ran - somed souls at

last

thou its light, its joy, its crown, thou its sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will -ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’n-ly king.
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our king.
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 17861872
SEVENTH READING MATTHEW 2:13-18

Herod kills the innocent children in Bethlehem

3Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
"Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until | tell you; for
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." “Then Joseph got up, took the child
and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, ">and remained there until the death of Herod.
This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt |

have called my son."

®When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he
sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under,
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according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. ""Then was fulfilled what had

been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:
18"A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be consoled, because they are no more."

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CAROL ELW, #294
“In the Bleak Midwinter”
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . . .. earth sus - tain;
3 What. . . can I give  him, poor. . . . as I am?
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earth stood hard as 1 - ron, wa - ter like a stone;
heav’'n and earth shall flee a- way when he comes to reign;
If I were a shep - herd I would bring a lamb;
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snow had fall - en, SNOW On  SNow, SNOW on SNOw,
in the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
if I were a wise . . . man I would do my  part;
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in the bleak mid - win - ter, long a - go.
the Lord ... God al - might - vy, Je - sus Christ.
yet what I can I give him— give my heart.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874—1934
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Please rise in body or in spirit

EIGHTH READING JOHN 1:1-14
The Word became flesh

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ?He
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being #in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. *The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. “He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came
to testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. ""He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 2But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, *who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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CAROL ELW, #295
“Of the Father's Love Begotten”
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1 Of the Fa- ther’s love be - got - ten ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, when the vir - gin,
3 This is he whom seers in old time chant-ed of with
4 Let the heights of heav’n a - dore him; an - gel hosts, his
5 Christ, to thee, with God the Fa - ther, and, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, he is Al-pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, by the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, whom the voic - es of the proph - ets
prais - es sing; pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore him
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanks-giv - ing
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he the source, the end - ing he, of the things that are, that
bore the Sav - ior of our race, and the babe, the world’sre -

prom-ised in  their faith - ful word; now he shines, the long - ex -
and ex - tol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be

and un-wea - ried prais - es Dbe: hon-or, glo - ry, and do -
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have been, and that fu - ture years shall see,
deem - er, first re - vealed his sa - cred face,
pect - ed; let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, ev - ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, and e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more! A - men.

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348—413; tr. composite
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the One who made us, dwells in us, and calls us to life, we pray for the
world, the church, and all in need ...

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your unlimited
capacity for love and mercy, through your grace.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. We share a distanced sign of Peace with our

And also with you. neighbors saying Peace be with you
to which we respond And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Sit
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. To give
online:

-+ Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions

-+ From your mobile phone, text the word GI/VE to 844-215-5453

OFFERING PRAYER
God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts
with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen
us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out
in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.

Amen.
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Please rise in body or in spirit
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The thanksgiving continues with the preface.

... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

0 | |
b Ar— P— — . . . . !
VAW I;,‘ I I I | I y I I [0 X0
& = |
Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
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Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord Ho -
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san-na in the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.

The thanksgiving continues.
... Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The great thanksgiving continues.
... We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
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The great thanksgiving continues.
... Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of
the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.

Sit
COMMUNION

All are invited to join us at the Lord’s table to receive the presence of Jesus through the bread and
wine. Jesus himself invites you and Jesus turns no one away. You will be invited to come forward to
receive the elements. Holy Communion are the gifts of God for the people of God.
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LAMB OoF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION

ELW, #270
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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1 Hark! The her - ald an - gels sing,

2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored,

“Glo-ry to the new - born king;
Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late  in time be-hold him come, off- spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!

Mild he lays his glo - ry by,

born that we no more may die,
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with  an - gel - ic
Pleased as man with
born

hosts pro-claim,
us to dwell,
to raise each child of earth,
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in Beth-le - hem!”
Em-man-u - el!
us sec-ond birth.

“Christ is born
Je - sus, our
born to give
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION ELW, #282
“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”
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1 It came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be-neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,
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from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
and still their heav’'n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world.
who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:
when with the ev - er - cir - cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’'n’sall - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains they bend on hov- ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
when peace shallo - ver all theearth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay  to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er o’'er its ba - bel soundsthe bless-ed an - gels sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876
Music: CAROL, Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900
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Stay Seated
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world.

BLESSING

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of
the Holy Spirit, + bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #292

“Love Has Come”
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1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3 Love has come and nev-er will leave us! Love is life ev-er-
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Beth-le-hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love is Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love!  Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love! Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950
Music: UN FLAMBEAU, E. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DisSMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

*kkkkkkkk
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Officiating Minister

Accompanist JanetGomez ...
Acolyte . RayScholz . ... .. ...
AltarCare Janet Gomez____ ...
Greeter/Usher . Heinz Albert . ...
Lay Assisting Minister Ingrid Peterson ...
Lector Nate Peterson ...
Technology ... Chris Hawkins_____ ..
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WORSHIP LEADERS

Serving Today
Pastor Jay Serafin

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY

Serving Next Week
Pastor Jay Serafin
Janet Gomez
Jade Hawkins
Lynn Scholz
Jennie Hawkins
Sue Turner
Judy Wright
Shawn Jaeger

First Reading: Numbers 6:22-27
The Aaronic blessing

Second Reading: Galatians 4:4-7
We are no longer slaves, but children

Psalm 8

How majestic is your name in all the
earth! (Ps. 8:1)

Gospel: Luke 2:15-21
The child is circumcised and
named Jesus



FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR
Please take a minute to sign up to provide flowers for our altar - you can make your
own arrangements from your garden - if you need vases, we have them. The signup
sheet is in the narthex. If you have any questions, please see Janet Gomez.

SERVING ON CONGREGATION COUNCIL
The Nominating Committee (Gerald Britt, Tina Britt, Ben Grimes, Pete Liljeberg, Lynn
Scholz and Nancy Wagner) are looking for people willing to serve on the
Congregation Council - the term is 3 years - if you would be willing to serve, please
contact someone on the Nominating Committee - thanks!

PASTOR JAY SERAFIN TO SERVE As APOSTLES' INTERIM PASTOR
The Congregation Council voted to contract with Pastor Jay Serafin to serve as our
interim pastor for the next six months starting January 1, 2023. Please welcome
Pastor Jay and his wife Jamie!

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE - RESCHEDULED
The Blue Christmas Service has been rescheduled for Wednesday, January 4™, at
7:00 PM. This is a service of remembrance, comfort and hope. We will be making
luminaries to line the entrance into the church for the service—please take a minute
to write names of loved ones on a white bag—the display is on the table in the
narthex.

SERVANTS FOR THE WEEK

This Week Serving Next Week
CleaningTeam_ Wagner/Badger/Dalager ... ... Albert/Runk
Telleys .. ... L. Hodges/C. Hawkins . M. Grimes/R. Scholz

25



CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES

We look forward to worshipping with you as we enter the joyous Christmas season!

Sunday, January 1, 2023 | 10:00 AM
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS
Eddie Freeman, Manning Freeman, Don Garfield, Heidi Henderson, Michael

Schlemmer, George Thomas, Jewel Thomas, Sue and George Turner, and Jerry and Lena
Woodlief

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS
Patricia Armentor, family of Sharon Bagley (friends of Judy Wright), Paul Bauer, Karen Bell
(Pam Moore's sister), Sally Burkholder, Amy Carter, the Clements family, Laura
Clodfelter, Family of Kimberly Conine, Ben Davis (friend of Donna Ambrose), Tommy and
Kathie Davis, Mary Divelbiss, Colton Elliot (Michael Schlemmer’s cousin), Laura Fleige,
Teresa Floersheim- Miller (Ingrid Peterson's mother), Michelle Fowler (Reida Avery's
daughter), Dana Goodwin (Juanita Sturdy’s daughter), Shirley Grimes (Ben Grimes’ mother),
family of Shirlean Hackman, Mike Hall, Chaneice Hayden (Daniel Hayden), the Heaney
family, Carl and Kaleb Hess, Adam Hewko (nephew of the Hansons), Aris Hibbs (friend of
Ray Scholz), Diane Hill (friend of Nancy Wagner), the Little Family, Marion Lucier, Lorraine
Malkemus, Lotte Mathias, Wayne Mathews, Jean McKee (Lilly Frost's grandmother), Sylvia
Midgette (grandmother of Krystle M°Mahan), Keith Morgan, Jamie Mullaney, Carol Pascale
(Lynn Jaeger's mother), Patricia Patel (Spencer Hodges daughter), Brad Person (Lilly Frost's uncle),
Dick Peterson and his brother, Carol Schlemmer, James Schollian (friend of Nancy Wagner),
Michael Scholz (nephew of Ray Scholz), Erin Seamonson (Lara Jaeger), Kathy Shackleford,
Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Judy Sowden, Linda Sutterfield, Dave Wagner (husband of
Nancy), Chuck Webb (Tina Britt's father), Makenzie Webb (niece of Tina Britt), Elizabeth and
Steven White, Kitty Witty, Cory Woodlief, Jim and Carol Wolf, Jim Wright (Judy Wright's
husband), Greg Yvonovich (friend of Margaret and Ben Grimes), Derek Zwiers (friend of CK
Ambrose)

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA
Amayra, Hugolino and Manuela

PRAYER REQUESTS
There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer
requests you have for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew)
and place it in the offering plate to add a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included
in the bulletin and the newsletter. Please print legibly!
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THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES
DECEMBER 25, 2022 - JANUARY 1, 2023

TobAy 10:00 AM Worship Service -
Lessons and Carols

MoONDAY 7:00 PM Men's AA
TUESDAY 7:00 PM Al-Anon
SATURDAY 6:30 PM Young and Sober
SUNDAY 10:00 AM Worship

11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship

ELCA GoobD GIFTS

ELCA Good Gifts provides more than 50 different gift-giving options that grow the
church, fight hunger and transform lives. These gifts, starting at just $10, provide
direct support for the churchwide ministries of the ELCA. This an easy (and fun!) way
for your family, our congregation and our community to say “goodbye” to traditional
gift-giving and “hello” to meaningful gifts that really make a difference in the

world. Just take an ornament from the tree in the narthex, record what you
purchased on the sheet on the table and place your check made out to Apostles
Lutheran church with a designation of “ELCA Good Gifts.” Thank you!! You will have
an opportunity to participate in ELCA Good Gifts through the Christmas season
which concludes on Thursday, January 5™.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Christina Badger - December 30th

The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons (sundaysandseasons.com) copyright ©
2022 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SB149450. Hymnody made available through One License Annual License with Podcasting Renewal A-
717259. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



