
Territorial Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that we gather today on the lands occupied by the Haudenosaunee and 
Anishinaabe nations at the time of  the creation of  the “Dish With One Spoon” wampum 

agreement.  We honour and respect these nations and commit ourselves to walk together gently 
upon this land. 
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Worship lies at the heart of  the Christian life. It is in 
worship that we express our theology and define our 

identity. It is through encountering God within 
worship that we are formed and transformed as the 
people of  God. One of  the glories of  the Anglican 

Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the 
patterns, forms, words and actions through which 

public worship is conducted. 

The people’s responses are in bold.



The Gathering of  the Community 
When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental or vocal piece of  music during which 

the congregation can prepare for worship. 

PRELUDE   Noel Grand Jeu et Duo           Louis-Claude Daquin 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  O Come, All Ye Faithful      CP#118 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 
 come and behold him, born the king of  angels; 
 O come, let us adore him Christ the Lord. 
  
2. God of  God, Light of  Light, 
 lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
 very God, begotten not created: 
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

3.  Sing, choirs of  angels, sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of  heaven above; 
 glory to God in the highest: 
 O Come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

4. See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
 leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
 we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; 
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

5. Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning 
 Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
 Word of  the Father, now in flesh appearing:  
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the fellowship of  the Holy Spirit, be 
with you all.  And also with you. 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid; 
Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA 



 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.   
The community may pray silently. The presider then says the collect:  

Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of  your one true light. As we have known 
the revelation of  that light on earth, bring us to see the splendour of  your heavenly glory; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen.  

                                       

The Proclamation of  the Word 



THE FIRST READING        Isaiah 9.2-7 
A reading from the book of  Isaiah. 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of  deep darkness— 
on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of  their burden, 
 and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of  their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of  Midian. 

For all the boots of  the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 
For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. 
 
His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of  David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of  the LORD of  hosts will do this. 

The Word of  the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
THE PSALM                                       96 

  



1 Sing to the Lord a / nëw / song; *  
 sing to the Lord, / all the / whöle / earth.  
2 Sing to the Lord and / bless his / name; *  
 proclaim the good news of  his sal/vation • from / day to / day.  

3 Declare his glory a/mong the / nations *  
 and his / wonders a/mong all / peoples.  
4 For great is the Lord and / greatly • to be / praised; *  
 he is more to be / feared than / äll / gods.  

5 As for all the gods of  the nations, / they are • but / idols; *  
 but it is the / Lord who / made the / heavens.  
6 Oh the majesty and magnificence / of  his / presence! *  
 Oh the power and the / splendour / of  his / sanctuary!  

10 Tell it out among the nations: “The / Lord is / king! *  
 he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;  
  he will / judge the / peoples with / equity.”  
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and / all that • is / in it; *  
 let the field be joyful and / all that / is there/in.  

12 Then shall all the trees of  the wood shout for joy before the / Lord when • he / comes, *  
 when he / comes to / judge the / earth.  
13 He will judge the / world with / righteousness *  

THE SECOND READING       Titus 2:11-14 
A reading from the book of  Titus 

For the grace of  God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 
godly,  while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of  the glory of  our great God and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ.  He it is who gave himself  for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and 



purify for himself  a people of  his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

The Word of  the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN  O Little Town of  Bethlehem                       CP#121 

1. O little town of  Bethlehem, 
 how still we see thee lie!  
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 the silent stars go by; 
 yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 the everlasting light; 
 the hopes and fears of  all the years 
 are met in thee tonight. 

2. For Christ is born of  Mary; 
 and, gathered all above, 
 while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
 their watch of  wondering love. 
 O morning stars, together 
 proclaim the holy birth, 
 and praises sing to God the King, 
 and peace to all the earth. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                           Luke 2.1-14   
This reading is from one of  the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) which depict the life, teachings, 
death, resurrection and ascension of  our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show the particular 
importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of  our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of  Syria. All went to their 
own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of  Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 
city of  David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of  
David.   He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child.   While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of  cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
  In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of  the Lord stood before them, and the glory of  the Lord shone around them, 



and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of  great joy for all the people:   to you is born this day in the city of  David a Saviour, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of  
cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of  the heavenly 
host,[b] praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favours.” 
The Gospel of  Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

GRADUAL HYMN  O Little Town of  Bethlehem    CP#121 

3. How silently, how silently 
 the wondrous gift is given 
 as love imparts to human hearts 
 the blessings of  God’s heaven! 
 No ear may hear his coming; 
 But in this world of  sin, 
 where meek souls will receive him, still 
 the dear Christ enters in. 

4.  O holy child of  Bethlehem, 
 descend to us, we pray; 
 cast out our sin and enter in; 
 be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels 
 the great glad tidings tell; 
 O come to us, abide with us,  
 our Lord Emmanuel. 

THE SERMON                        The Right Reverend Susan Bell   
The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the scriptures. It illuminates the scriptural 
readings and relates them to daily life. 

We think of  him as safe beneath the steeple 
Or cosy in a crib beside the font, 
But he is with a million displaced people 
On the long road of  weariness and want. 
For even as we sing our final carol 
His family is up and on that road, 
Fleeing the wrath of  someone else’s quarrel, 
Glancing behind and shouldering their load. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2.+1-14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24979b


Whilst Herod rages still from his dark tower 
Christ clings to Mary, fingers tightly curled, 
The lambs are slaughtered by the men of  power, 
And death squads spread their curse across the world. 
But every Herod dies, and comes alone 
To stand before the Lamb upon the throne.           Malcolm Guite (b.1957) 

THE CREED 

Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
We believe in one God 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of  heaven and earth,  
of  all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of  God,  
eternally begotten of  the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made,  
of  one being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of  the Holy Spirit  
he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under  
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried.  

On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of   
the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of  life, who proceeds from the 
Father.  
With the Father and the Son he is 
worshipped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and  
apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of  sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of  the dead,  
 and the life of  the world to come. Amen 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
The presider invites the people to confession, 

Christ the light of  the world has come to dispel the darkness of  our hearts.  In his light let us 
examine ourselves and confess our sins. 

Most merciful God 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 



We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of  your name.  Amen.  

The presider offers absolution and the people respond 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the Prince of  Peace. The 
peace of  the risen Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

                                       The Celebration of  the Eucharist 

THE OFFERTORY 

At the offertory we gratefully offer back some of  what God has given us, symbolically in the elements, and in our 
contributions towards the work of  the church. All are invited to make a gift to support the Cathedral’s ministry of  
sharing God’s love with the world either by depositing your gift in the receptacle near the baptismal font or by donating 
online at www.cathedralhamilton.ca 

OFFERTORY HYMN The First Nowell     CP#139 

1. The fist nowell the angel did say 
 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 
 in fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
 on a cold winter’s night that was so deep 
 Refrain 
 Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, 
 born is the King of  Israel. 

2. They looked up and saw a star, 
 shining in the east, beyond them far; 
 and to the earth it gave great light, 
 and so it continued both day and night. 
 Refrain 



3. And by the light of  that same star 
 three wise men came from country far; 
 to seek for a king was their intent,   

and to follow the star wherever it went. 
Refrain 

4. This star drew nigh to the northwest; 
 o’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
 and there it did both stop and stay, 
 right over the place where Jesus lay. 
 Refrain  

5. Then entered in those wise men three, 
 full reverently upon their knee, 
 and offered there in his presence 
 their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
 Refrain 

6. Then let us all with one accord 
 sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
 who has made heaven and earth of  nought, 
 and with his blood salvation bought. 
 Refrain 
  
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

Let us pray. 
Source of  light and gladness, accept all we offer on this joyful feast. May we grow up in him who 
unites our lives to yours; for he is Lord now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself  asked us to do: thank God and recall all that God has done 
for us in the life, death, and resurrection of  Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a long prayer 
with four parts. Each of  these four parts corresponds to a different action of  Jesus at the Last Supper, where he took, 
blessed, broke, and gave bread and wine as sacraments of  his body and blood. We begin the Great Thanksgiving with 
the Sursum corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.” 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of  heaven and earth; we give you thanks and praise through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the mystery of  his incarnation was made perfect man of  the flesh of  
the Virgin Mary his mother; in him we have seen a new and radiant vision of  your glory.   Therefore 
with all the angels of  heaven, we lift our voices and sing our joyful hymn of  praise to proclaim the 
glory of  your name. 

 

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made known to us in 
creation in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above 
all in the Word made flesh Jesus your Son.  For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour and Redeemer of  the world.  In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out of  error into truth, 
out of  sin into righteousness, out of  death into life. 
  
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it and gave it to his disciples and 
said,  "Take eat: this is my body which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of  me."  

After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them and said,  
"Drink this, all of  you; this is my blood of  the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of  sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

and we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of  all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine.   

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy spirit upon these gifts, that they may be the 
sacrament of  the body of  Christ and his blood of  the new covenant.  Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.    

In the fullness of  time, reconcile all things, in Christ, and  make them new, and bring us to that city 
of  light, where you dwell with all your sons and daughters, through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of  all creation, the head of  the Church, and author of  our salvation; 



by whom and with whom and in whom, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, all honour, and glory are 
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between our daily bread and the spiritual 
food we receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection. 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of  trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.   Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break the bread of  life, and that life is the light of  the world.  
God here among us, light in the midst of  us, bring us to light and life. 

The gifts of  God for the People of  God. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE COMMUNION 

The gifts of  God for the People of  God. 
Thanks be to God.  

LAMB OF GOD 

 

MUSIC AT COMMUNION Hodie, Christus natus est     Healey Willan                                                                                                                           



Hodie Christus natus est  
Hodie Salvator apparuit,  
Hodie in terra canunt angeli,  
Laetantur archangeli,  
Hodie exultant justi, dicentes:  
Gloria in excelsis Deo,  
Alleluya.  

Christ is born to us today  
the Saviour has appeared;  
angels sing on earth today,  
archangels rejoice,  
today the righteous exult, saying:  
Glory to God most high, Alleluia. 

Thou Shalt Know Him                 Mark Sirett 

Thou shalt know Him when he comes  
not by any din of  drums,  
Nor his manners nor his airs,  
nor by anything he wears.  
Thou shalt know him when he comes,  
not by his crown or by his gown,  
But his coming known shall be  
by the holy harmony which his coming makes in thee.  
Thou shalt know him when he comes. Amen. 

Lights are now dimmed and the hymn will be sung by candlelight. 

Silent Night                       CP#119 

1.  Silent night! Holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy infant so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night! Holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight: 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heavenly hosts sing alleluia, 
 Christ the Saviour is born. 

3. Silent night! Holy night! 
 Son of  God, love’s pure light 
 radiant beams from thy holy face, 



 with the dawn of  redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

The Sending Forth of  the Community 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.   
Father of  all, tonight you have united earth and heaven in sending your Son to take our human 
nature. May we who have tasted heavenly things share in the life of  his eternal kingdom. We ask this 
in the name of  Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 

Tonight, the eve of  the twenty-fifth day of  December, unknown ages from the time when God 
created the heavens and the earth and then formed man and woman in his own image. 
Several thousand years after the flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of  the 
covenant.  Twenty-one centuries from the time of  Abraham and Sarah; thirteen centuries after 
Moses led the people of  Israel out of  Egypt. 

Eleven hundred years from the time of  Ruth and the Judges; one thousand years from the anointing 
of  David as king; in the sixty-fifth week according to the prophecy of  Daniel.  In the one hundred 
and ninety-fourth Olympiad;  the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of  the 
city of  Rome.  The forty-second year of  the reign of  Octavian Augustus; the whole world being at 
peace, Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of  the eternal Father, desiring to sanctify the world by his 
most merciful coming, being conceived by the Holy Spirit, and nine months having passed since his 
conception, was born in Bethlehem of  Judea of  the Virgin Mary.   

Tonight is the nativity of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. 

THE BLESSING 

May the Father, who has loved the eternal Son from before the foundation of  the world, 
shed that love upon you his children.  Amen. 

May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with joy 
and peace. Amen.  

May the Holy Spirit, by whose overshadowing Mary became the God-bearer, give you grace to carry 
the good news of  Christ. Amen. 



And the blessing of  God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you and all those whom you love and 
care for, this day and forever.  Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  Joy to the World                                            CP#154 

1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
 let earth receive the King; 
 let every heart prepare him room, 
 and heaven and nature sing. 

2. Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns: 
 let us glad songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy. 

3. No more let wrongs and sorrows grow, 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as our sin is found 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of  his righteousness 
 and wonders of  his love.  
  

THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 
Glory, thanks and praise to God. 

POSTLUDE  This Endrys Night, A Christmas Paean   George Oldroyd        
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