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 WEST IDA IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
160 Years of Serving Together 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a 
new beginning. As the darkness increases, we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For 
Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and 
meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and 
there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John 
the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 
Welcome 

 (Congregation Response is in Bold) 

Confession and Promise of Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. Blessed be God’s name 
forever. Amen. 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the 
one who is merciful and just. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your 
paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your 
creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we 
may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 
 
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By water and 
the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been 
washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn – “Prepare the Royal Highway” ELW#264 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
And also with you. 
 
A Kyrie will be sung by all. (page 203) 

Prayer of the Day 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The Readings for This Day 
 

The first reading is from Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the 
fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  or decide by what his ears hear; 
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4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 
wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his 
loins. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the 
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child 
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to 
the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The responsive reading today is Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
 
Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 
Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 
May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth. 
In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon 
shall be no more. 
Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; you alone do wondrous deeds! 
And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth be filled with your glory.  
Amen. 
 
The Second Reading is Romans 15:4-13 
 
Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and 
by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 
Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised-on behalf of the truth of 
God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the 
Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; 10and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his 
people”; 11and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 12and 
again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him 
the Gentiles shall hope.” 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand in body or spirit for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung) 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 
The holy Gospel according to Matthew 3:1-12 
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Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when 
he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight.’” 4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out 
to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit 
worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will 
gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 
Children’s Sermon 

Sermon  
 

Hymn of the Day – “Come to Us” ccli #6149833 
 

Nicene Creed (page 104) 
Prayers of Intercession 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 

Response: God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.  
 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them 
with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

The Offering is Gathered 
 

Offertory Hymn – “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” #254 
 

Offertory Prayer 
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 
mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.         
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise Your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of Your glory   
Hosanna is the highest.  Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna is 
the highest. 
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Words of Institution 
    Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as  

we forgive those who trespass against us;   
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 

Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 
Communion Hymn – “Come Emmanuel” ccli#3999938 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in 
the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 
fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your 
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Announcements 

Blessing 
  
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn – “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” #249 
  

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is near! 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Announcements 

 
Advent and Christmas offerings will benefit Oaks of Righteousness. 
 
ELCA GOOD GIFTS Catalog is available online at Shop ELCA Good Gifts where you can choose from 
more than 50 unique charitable gifts to give in honor of friends and family.  They’ll get a card to let 
them know about what you’ve done, and you’ll get the joy that comes with making the world a better 
place.  God’s love is a gift, given through Christ.  This Christmas, let us celebrate that gift by sharing 
God’s love with other.  $50 will buy a goat; $30 a piglet; $40 educate a girl; $250 safe water; $20 
honeybees and $10 will purchase some chicks.   
 
Dartball Schedule:  December 5 @ Summerfield Zion @ 7:30 p.m. 
   December 12 @ North Blissfield Immanuel @ 7:30 p.m. 
   December 19 HOME vs Prince of Peace @ 7:30 p.m. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR:  
 

 
 
HUNGRY SEEKERS will be held every second and fourth Sunday after the Children’s Message.   
CONFIRMATION CLASSES will be held every second and fourth Sunday during Fellowship Hour. 
 
Sisters Christmas Gathering – December 15th at 6pm; Little Brown Jug in Maybee, MI. There 
will be a $15-$20 gift exchange if you’re interested in participating. 
 
Blue Christmas – Otherwise known as “Longest Night” on December 21st at 7:00 p.m.  We will 
be collecting blankets for those less fortunate. 
 
Christmas Eve/Christmas Day worship -It’s never too soon to put this on your calendars… 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship will be at 7pm; worship on the 25th at 10am. 

Upcoming Commemorations 
John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 
A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well as theological works. One of 
his works, The Fount of Wisdom, remained influential for centuries. 
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342 
Tuesday, December 6, 2022 
Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-day Turkey. According to 
legend, he was famous for his giving to the poor, and so has become a symbol of anonymous gift-
giving. 
Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397 
Wednesday, December 7, 2022 
While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop of Milan on the same day he was 
baptized. He was a famous preacher, a writer of hymns we still sing today, and helped lead St. 
Augustine to faith. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or 
used as appropriate. 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 

A brief silence. 
God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and theologians 
(especially John of Damascus, whom we commemorate today). Inspire teachers, writers, and 
musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no more. Teach 
us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness 
what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will govern with 
equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to protect the 
rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are exploited or 
abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and help to 
our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture ministries of 
hospitality and care in this and every congregation (local examples may be named). We pray for 
people who are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved ones (especially). God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for their faithful 
witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of your eternal presence. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them 
with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

 


