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 WEST IDA IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
160 Years of Serving Together 
Sunday, December 11, 2022 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait 
with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in 
word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and 
love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among 
us. 
Welcome 

 (Congregation Response is in Bold) 

Confession and Promise of Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. Blessed be God’s name 
forever. Amen. 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the 
one who is merciful and just. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your 
paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your 
creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we 
may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 
 
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By water and 
the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been 
washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn – “Light Dawns on a Weary World” #726 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
And also with you. 
 
A Kyrie will be sung by all. (page 203) 

Prayer of the Day 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The Readings for This Day 
 

The first reading is from Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall 
be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the 
majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those 
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who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and 
the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 
streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 
water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, 
but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be 
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The responsive reading today is Psalm 146:5-10 
 
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises 
forever; 
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The LORD sets 
the captive free. 
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
the LORD loves the righteous. 
The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the 
way of the wicked. 
The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
 
The Second Reading is James 5:7-10 
 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also 
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not 
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 
doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand in body or spirit for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung) 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 
The holy Gospel according to Matthew 11:2-11 
 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said 
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to 
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them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 7As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, 
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am 
sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly I tell you, 
among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 
Children’s Sermon 

Sermon  
 

Hymn of the Day – “Comfort Comfort all My People” ccli #1271882 
 

Nicene Creed (page 104) 
Prayers of Intercession 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 

Response: God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them 
with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

The Offering is Gathered 
 

Offertory Hymn – “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” #254 
 

Offertory Prayer 
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 
mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.         
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise Your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of Your glory   
Hosanna is the highest.  Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna is 
the highest. 

Words of Institution 
    Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 
Communion Hymn – “All Earth is Hopeful” #266 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in 
the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 
fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your 
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Announcements 

Blessing 
  
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn – “He Came Down” #253 
  

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is near! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Serving Today:   Usher:    Ed Ruehs Sr. 
     Communion Assistant: Pete Grundy 
     Collection Counters:  Paul Loga & Melanie Mero 
     Fellowship Hour:  Shelly Lietaert 
     Reader:   Kathie Kominek 
 
Serving December 18:  Usher:    Paul Kraftchick 
     Communion Assistant: Mardi Ruehs 
     Fellowship Hour:  MaryAnn Allyn 
     Reader:   MaryAnn Allyn  

 
 
UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARYS: 
Birthdays:  December 23; Bill Dzierlatka 
   December 31; Keaton Walters 
   January 1; Darla Gere 
   January 3; MaryAnn Allyn 
   January 3; Sandy Hayter 
   January 8; Chuck Ruehs 
   January 9; Mardi Ruehs 
   January 10; Tom Paselk 
   January 15; Branson McCullough 
   January 18; Bailey Berdan 
   January 22; Justin Allyn 
   January 27; Korey Hargraves 
   January 30; Todd Capling 
 
If you know of anyone missing from the above list; please contact Diane Ruehs so that our records 
may be updated. 
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Announcements 
 
Advent and Christmas offerings will benefit Oaks of Righteousness. 
 
ELCA GOOD GIFTS Catalog is available online at Shop ELCA Good Gifts where you can choose from 
more than 50 unique charitable gifts to give in honor of friends and family.  They’ll get a card to let 
them know about what you’ve done, and you’ll get the joy that comes with making the world a better 
place.  God’s love is a gift, given through Christ.  This Christmas, let us celebrate that gift by sharing 
God’s love with other.  $50 will buy a goat; $30 a piglet; $40 educate a girl; $250 safe water; $20 
honeybees and $10 will purchase some chicks.   
 
Scholarship available; Community Foundation of Monroe County, through the generous donation of 
Milt and Sally Knabusch, invites and encourages applications for “Milt and Sally Knabusch Ministerial and 
Parochial School Teacher Scholarship”.  This is targeted to assist individuals pursuing careers in the 
Lutheran churches or schools with emphasis on the ministry.  Apply at www.cfmonroe.org Applications 
should be submitted online no later than February 21; and winners will be notified in early April. 
 
Kroger Community Rewards; 9 households of West Ida participate and for the 3rd quarter we earned 
$55.81!!  Thanks to everyone who participates!  
  
Dartball Schedule:  December 12 @ North Blissfield Immanuel @ 7:30 p.m. 
   December 19 HOME vs Prince of Peace @ 7:30 p.m. 
 
Annual Meeting has been scheduled for February 12, 2023 with a potluck following church prior to 
the meeting.  We are still in need of a President, Head Communion Assistant, and a Recording 
Secretary.  If you feel you’re able to help in this capacity; please contact either Chris Eddolls or Jan 
Ruehs; members of the nominating committee. 
 
Hungry Seekers are still in need of teachers!  If interested please let Shelly or Chris know. 
 
Server Lists for January/February have been emailed to participating members; as well as hard copies 
available in the hall. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:  
 

 
 
HUNGRY SEEKERS will be held every second and fourth Sunday after the Children’s Message.   
CONFIRMATION CLASSES will be held every second and fourth Sunday during Fellowship Hour. 
 
Sisters Christmas Gathering – THIS THURSDAY; December 15th at 6pm; Little Brown Jug in 
Maybee, MI. There will be a $15-$20 gift exchange if you’re interested in participating. 
 
Blue Christmas – Otherwise known as “Longest Night” on December 21st at 7:00 p.m.  We will 
be collecting blankets for those less fortunate. 
 
Christmas Eve/Christmas Day worship -It’s never too soon to put this on your calendars… 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship will be at 7pm; casual worship on the 25th at 10am. 
 
New Years’ Service – January 1, 2023 will be a hymn sing with then a congregational potluck 
to follow to ring in the new year!  
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Upcoming Commemorations 
Lucy, martyr, died 304 
Tuesday, December 13, 2022 
Lucy was a young Christian of Sicily who was martyred during the persecutions under Emperor 
Diocletian. Her celebration became particularly important in Sweden and Norway, perhaps 
because the feast of Lucia (whose name means "light") originally fell on the shortest day of the 
year. 
John of the Cross, renewer of the church, died 1591 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 
John was a member of the Carmelite monastic order, and worked to reform it. His writings reflect 
a deep interest in mystical thought and meditation. 
Las Posadas (LLC) 
Friday, December 16, 2022 
This celebration, long popular in Mexico, takes its name from the "posadas," or lodgings, sought 
by Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem. Their search is reenacted in a neighborhood, unsuccessfully, 
until finally they are welcomed in, and a party commences. 

Prayers of Intercession 
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or 
used as appropriate. 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 

A brief silence. 
Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to magnify your love 
and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the Lutheran World Federation and ELCA Global 
Mission. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered and depleted. Make 
gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and water so living things may 
breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver all who are unjustly 
imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples in conflict (regions in turmoil may be 
named). Help us pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of worry, illness, or 
loss (especially). Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, 
and all who risk themselves to keep others safe. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we gather with 
family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is not happy. Console the 
grieving and surround them with loving support. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints, that your mercy 
endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who have died and lead us to joyfully sing of 
your everlasting promises. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them 
with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 


