
Order for Worship 

December 24, 2022 

Christmas Eve – Traditional Service 7 PM 

Communion 

 

+ GATHERING + 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  

 

Hark!  What mean those Holy Voices?  - Russian melody/William Ryden 

 

Born today is the Child Divine - French melody/William Ryden 

David Lewis, trumpet, Evan Bolton, trombone 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE      Jesus is born, Prince of Peace - Lloyd Larson 

Sadie and Maggie Hanish, vocalists 
 

CAROL ELW 283 O Come, all ye Faithful  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of life, 

you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be messengers of your peace.  We 

confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security.  We nurture conflict and 

build barriers.  We neglect the needs of our neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have 

mercy on us. Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us 

courage. Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us again the 

hope of eternal life in you. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news:  We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit.  In Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall 

know the salvation of God.  Amen. 

 

CAROL ELW 289 Angels We Have Heard on High  
 

Angels we have heard on high, 

sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply, 

echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 



 

Come to Bethlehem and see  

him whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord, the newborn king.   

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, born as a baby this night,  

the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

We have waited for a long time for your hope, your joy, your love to shine in the darkness of this world, 

Almighty God.  Even now, in our gathering here, we await you.  In our hearts, we still hope that your 

light will blaze forth, banishing the shadows of this world and guiding all the people back to you. 

 

Yet you did not come into this world in a show of power and glory.  You did not shine forth for all 

of creation to behold. A tiny spark –a newborn baby, visible to parents and curious animals.  A 

host of angels –away from the populated areas, singing to migrant workers. 
 

Open our hearts, merciful God, to the sparks of your presence still in this world. Open our eyes, that we 

might behold your presence in the least likely of places, and among the least likely of people. 

 

God with us, kindle your spark within us, that together we may shine forth your light, we might 

banish the shadows of this world, we might be the continuation of the Christmas miracle:  

Emmanuel is in this world, God is with us, now and evermore.  Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
   

+ WORD + 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

At the conclusion of the reading: 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CAROL ELW 274 On Christmas Night 
 

On Christmas night all Christians sing 

to hear the news the angels bring. 

On Christmas night all Christians sing 

to hear the news the angels bring: 

news of great joy, news of great mirth, 

news of our merciful king's birth. 
 

  



GOSPEL:  Luke 2:1-20 

 

At the beginning of the reading: 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the conclusion of the reading: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

CAROL ELW 276 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

  

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

We believe that God has come to us as a little child, 

making our weakness his strength, 

securing our salvation by becoming one of us, 

blessing us with a steadfast savior, 

filling our hearts with joy to be shared with one another. 

 

We believe that God has birthed righteousness and justice into the world, 

giving us a law that will be written upon our hearts, 

making the cause of the oppressed the highest priority 

declaring an everlasting reign of peace, 

defeating the power of pain and suffering. 

 

We believe that God calls us to participate in this reality of love, 

inviting us to proclaim Christ’s resurrection at the Table, 

transforming us as disciples to go out into the world, 

sending us forth to announce his kingdom of peace and comfort, 

challenging us to see everyone as nothing less than beloved children. 
 

This we believe.   

This we preach. 

This we seek to embody in word and deed. 

Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

To you, O Christ, we pray, 

sweet child of Bethlehem, hear our prayer. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING   In the Bleak Midwinter – Gustav Holst, arr. Stephen DeCesare 

Sadie Hanish, cello 

      

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

  



+ MEAL + 

 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

 

 

It is good that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you…. And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

 



 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Glory to God in the highest! 

Come to the table of peace. 

 

WE SHARE THE MEAL CHRIST GAVE US 

Communion will be shared continuously.  Please come forward down the center aisle and return to your 

seat by the side aisle.  You will receive the bread from the pastor and then be invited to take a pre-filled 

cup from the tray held by the communion assistant.  Wine is in the clear cups and grape juice is in the 

purple cups.  Empty cups can be placed in the bowls at the end of the first pew as you return to your 

seat.  All are welcome! 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION ELW 292 Love has come 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in God’s grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

CANDLELIGHTING 

(add verbiage from previous year’s candlelighting about procedure) 

 

MUSIC DURING CANDLELIGHTING    

O Holy Night – Adolph C. Adam 

Meghan Carlin, soprano 

 

CAROL – ELW 281 Silent Night 

 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

Christ, the savior, is born!  Christ, the savior, is born! 

 



Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light 

radiant beams from your holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 

BLESSING 

God bless you and keep you, 

Jesus grant you grace and truth, 

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

CAROL ELW 267 Joy to the World 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is born! Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE Postlude for Christmas (Czech Carol) - Carl Simone 

 
The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2021 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered under 

copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2021.   

Opening prayer written by Rev. Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy, Pastor at First Church Congregational in Rochester, NH.  Christmas 

Statement of Faith written by Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

PRAYER LIST 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your prayers: Bob Moran, 

Brian Allebach, Charles Krupp, David Mounts, Leah Crater, Steve Keyser, Sydney Crossin, Andrew 

Robison, Silas Reed, Ruth Jadick, Pat Ernst, Joan Miller, Pastor Jennifer Phelps, Paige & Peyton 

Seasock, Kathleen Casey, Barry Yoder, Willie Herbst, Tal Umstead, Sandra Umstead, and Ruthie 

Jadick.  

  

  

https://www.blogger.com/null


A Christmas Poinsettia has been given in honor of: 

the faithful disciples of St. John’s by Pastor Becky. 

All our loved ones by the Fitser family. 

Our children and grandchildren by Don and Andi Swavely. 

Our family by Bev and Steve Fretz. 

Our grandparents, Wendy and Hank Clare by Sydney and Grayson Perry. 

Our faithful Chow-Chow Team by Kathy Weidner. 

A Christmas Poinsettia has been given by the Hanish Family. 

A Christmas Poinsettia has been given in memory of: 

Our grandparents and loved ones by Kevin and Becky Schanely. 

Our beloved parents/grandparents, Stanley and Nancy Petroski from Matthew, Sheryl, Sarah and Leslie. 

Our beloved grandparents, Sarah and Harvey Bossert, Sr. from Lori, Al, Sheryl, Cathie, Tracy, John, 

LeeAnn, and RaeAnn. 

My husband and all family members by Marie Myers. 

My parents, Harry and Johanna Sciacca, by Diane (Sciacca) DiDomizio and family. 

Our aunt and uncle, Al and Vivian Sciacca, by Diane (Sciacca) DiDomizio and family. 

Our aunt and uncle, John and Frieda Schlectic, by Diane (Sciacca) DiDomizio and family. 

Megan Hutt by her godmother, Denise Mensinger. 

Marvin and Marion Stauffer by Sharon and Evan Moll and family. 

Marvin Stauffer, Jr. by Sharon and Evan Moll and family. 

Richard Walp by Ruth Walp and family. 

Dave Pierce, Sr. by Dave, Lori, Braden, Cole and Maya Pierce. 

Loved ones of the Johnson and Bayard families by Cheryl J. Bayard. 

All our loved ones by the Fitser family. 

Our parents and grandparents by Don and Andi Swavely. 

Richard Sell by his wife, Audrey. 

William and Pauline Fillman and James and Beatrice Sell gift by the Sell Family. 

Edna Bergey by Audrey Sell. 

Our loved ones by Bev and Steve Fretz. 

John and Bernice Schirk by their children. 

All our loved ones by the Weidner family. 

All our loved ones by the Drosey family. 

 

Community Meal on  Monday January 9th from  4:00 to 7:00 pm at Pennsburg UCC 

We are serving  sausage sandwiches with peppers, onions and sauce, macaroni and cheese, tossed salad, 

chips, and chocolate chip cookie 

 

Please go to the SignUp Genius for volunteer or food donation opportunities.  Please contact Jamie Ernst 

(jernst169@gmail.com or 215-960-8340) with any questions. Any donation would be greatly 

appreciated!! 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4eaeac23a1f9c16-community#/ 

mailto:jernst169@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4eaeac23a1f9c16-community#/


 

 

 

 

From all the staff at St. John’s:  Pastor Becky,  

Ben, Jamie, Bob, Vikki & Missy 


