
  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE, 
DECEMBER 24, 2022 

*Please stand in body or spirit. 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Introit   Emmanuel, Emmanuel (2x)  204 
 

*Call to Worship 
One:   On this holiest of nights,  
All:    we come, joining the shepherds who are stunned by wonder. 
One:  On this most silent night, 
All:    we come, our hopes & dreams joining with Mary & Joseph’s. 
One:  On this night of carols and candlelight, 
All:  we come, our glad songs joining  

with the choirs of angels over us.  Let us rejoice!  
 

*Opening Prayer 
 

*Hymn of Praise    O Come, All Ye Faithful 234 (vs. 1-3) 
 

Anthem   Infant Holy, El Shaddai (see back)   Choir 
 

WE PROCLAIM 
 

Prayer for the Illumination of Scripture (in unison) 
Loving God, by the gift of your Spirit, teach us, like Mary, to 
treasure your words and ponder them in our hearts.  We humbly 
ask this through Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh.  Amen.  

 

Lessons and Carols 
First Lesson Isaiah 9:2-7 
Carol It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  218 (vs. 1,2,4) 

 

Second Lesson    John 1:1-14 
Carol Away in a Manger     217 
 

Third Lesson       Luke 2:1-7 
Carol Once in Royal David’s City  250 (vs. 1,2,4) 
 

Fourth Lesson     Luke 2:8-14 
Carol Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  240 
 

 
Fifth Lesson      Luke 2:15-20 
Carol  What Child is This    219 

 

Anthem  There’s a New Kid in Town       Kid’s Choir 
 

Sermon        The Climactic Birth Pastor Alex Thomas 
 

WE RESPOND 
 

  Offering 

*Doxology (in unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures 
here below.  Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*Offertory Prayer 

*The Lord’s Prayer    895 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

One: Advent hope moves us, Advent peace stills us, Advent joy stirs 
us, Advent love leads us, that we might affirm our King Jesus. 
It is time we set flame to this Advent affirmation by lighting 
the Christ Candle. 

All: We believe that Jesus is the Son of God. He was the long-
awaited Messiah who came as was promised. The same 
Jesus lives in our hearts today.  In Jesus, our hope is fulfilled, 
our peace is sealed, our joy is everlasting, and our love is 
complete.  We will carry Christ's light with us everywhere 
we go. 

 
Passing the Light of Christ    

 

  *Hymn of Response       Silent Night, Holy Night   See back 

  *Closing Prayer 

  *Hymn of Sending Forth     Joy to the World   246 

  *Christmas Benediction 
 
 



Musicians:  Doug Hood, Hammered Dulcimer; Carl Zimmermann, Trumpet 
 

 

Front Image Credit:   

https://guernseydonkey.com/christmas-traditions-the-first-ever-nativity-play/ 
 

 

ZOOM CONNECTION - Audio or Audio & Video 
 

Click on ZOOM icon, Click JOIN icon Enter Meeting ID  216-168-3604 

Enter PW 181188    Choose  Join with or w/o  Video Choose Join Internet Audio 

To Mute/Unmute, click on your image to Mute/Unmute 
 

ZOOM CONNECTION - Audio by Phone/Land Line 
 

Call  1-253-215-8782     Enter 216-168-3604#  Enter PW 181188# 
 

 

Silent Night, Holy Night 

1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, 
 Round yon virgin mother and child.  Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven a-far, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

 

3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; 
Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

4. Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 

 

Infant Holy, El Shaddai 

The beautiful Hebrew lyrics of El Shaddai made famous by Michael Card and 
John Thompson are a fitting compliment to Infant Holy. The English 
translation of the El Shaddai lyrics are “God Almighty, Lord most high, we love 
you,” and takes us through the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophesy that 
a Messiah would be born. The familiar carol, Infant Holy, speaks to the 
awesome and yet simple birth of Jesus. 

 

 

The church office is closed through Jan 3rd for Christmas Break. 
For pastoral care or prayer needs, call or text/email 

Pastor Alex at 410-231-1115, olivetumcpastor@gmail.com. 
 

 

Olivet UMC, 13575 Olivet Rd, Lusby, MD 20657 

410-326-8400--olivetumc-lusby.org 

 

 Olivet United Methodist Church 
Rejoicing in Jesus – Growing our faith – Passing it on! 

Pastor:  Rev. Alex Thomas 
Ministers:  Everyone in the Congregation 

 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, December 24, 2022 

 

     Good evening and welcome to church!  Throughout this season 
of Advent, we have trusted in the promises of Israel's prophets and 
patiently journeyed with Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem.  Tonight, 
we stand with the lowly shepherds as we bear witness to the 
climactic birth.  Jesus is our Emmanuel, "God with us."  Jesus' birth 
is the climax in the story of God's relationship with humanity, for it 
is only in Jesus that we are reconciled to God.  
 

     When we sing Silent Night and pass the light of the Christ candle, 
we place Christ at the center of our lives.  We recognize 
how this good news that the angel shares with the 
shepherds is for us, too.  Notice that the angel doesn't 
say, "Christ is born."  The angel says, "to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior" (Lk. 2:11).  The good 
news of Christmas is that Christ is born for us.  He is 
God's gift of God's very self, the Word made flesh for 
our sake.  Let us bask in the wonders of God's love as we pass the 
light of Christ on this beautiful, beautiful night.  
 

Going Forth Prayer: Most merciful God, you humbly come to us as a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth, lying in a manger.  May we shine 
your light everywhere we go, for your incarnate Word lives within 
each of us.  Amen.  

 

Christ 
Candle 
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