
In 1950, about this time of year, heading into the end of October this article was printed in 
The Ottawa Citizen. 72 years later, we are now heading into our 162nd year. This is 
calculated from the date that St John's originally was formed as a "Chapel-of-Ease" and an 
extension of Christ Church in 1860. Yes, St John's is older than even Confederation! 
At that time, several comments in the article refer to the past history of the church (already 
extensive and well-established) while noting the changes in staffing and programming. 
Ironic, isn't it, that even as we look back and identify what kind of parish community St 
John's was and how it functioned in the community that there were changes taking place 
and adjustments made as the character of our location and community evolved. 
Change doesn't mean negating or disrespecting the past. Our parish has deep roots and 
respected traditions. Perhaps, as God is faithful to us and we to God, others will look back at 
this time and note our transitions, and be challenged to meet the challenges of the future 
we can hardly yet imagine. 
Something to think about ... 
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