
The Wonder of Christmas - The Greatest Gift Of All

At Christmas time, we remember Jesus born of a virgin through a supernatural work of the Holy
Spirit. We talk about the angels, shepherds, and wisemen. We hear about how there was no
room at the inn and how Jesus was born in this manger that was not as cute as we make it out
to be…it was a feeding trough for the animals.

And as we hear the familiar stories every year, they are filled with wonder. They make you think
about God’s plan for mankind. And the more you think about it, the more amazing His
faithfulness is…

You see, all of these great (and true) stories we reflect on…they all point to one thing for
Christmas. The gift.

For most of the world, Christmas revolves around gifts. What you give and what you get. And it’s
not always even. Sometimes you get more than you give, other times you give more than you
get.

Some gifts are memorable, others are easily forgotten. But there’s one thing to remember about
all gifts that you receive…they cost someone else something and they cost you nothing!

Somebody sacrificed something for you!

And baby Jesus lying in a manger is the best Christmas gift of all…because this is where the
redemption plan for mankind begins!

I don’t know if you guys are aware or not but people tend to mess things up! Sin separates us
from God because He is HOLY. And there was no way for us to have the relationship with Him
that He created us to have. But how many of you know “God had a plan”?

Matthew 1:21-23 (NKJV)
And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His
people from their sins.”
22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, saying: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they
shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”

Here we see God’s plan revealed. Jesus will save HIs people from their sins! That’s WHAT He’s
going to do…

But HOW is He going to do it? God with us. He had to come to us. We couldn’t come to God
because of sin. So Jesus came to us. With us…among us…next to us…do you see it? God in
man’s environment to make a way for us to be redeemed and reunited with our Creator.
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Romans 6:23 (NKJV)
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Jesus leaving heaven to be born into humanity was not His beginning, but it was the beginning
of the greatest gift of all…eternal life in Christ.

God is a gift giver. In fact He gave you the gift of life. That miraculous holiday body you
got….He’s the reason it exists…that it has a heartbeat…that it has lungs with breath in
them…

The gift of life…some of you might question whether it’s a gift. But did you purchase it?
Or was it given to you?

Not only was it given to you…there’s nothing on earth that has more value. Yet, it’s not
the best gift of all!

When it comes to Christmas gifts, most people’s list is made up of things they want. They want it
but can’t afford it. Or maybe they can afford it but don’t want to spend their money on it.
Sometimes they want it but not “that bad” but it’d be cool if it were free.

Gifts we want

How many of you have received gifts that you wanted and you’ve never used them?

Or one of your kids got what they wanted only to play with it a bit on Christmas day and then
never again until you wanted to put it in the clothing giveaway…then it was their favorite toy

There’s often an issue with what we want when it’s a gift. Because it costs us nothing, the risk is
minimal. We’re not out anything if it’s not as cool or practical or fun as we thought it would be.
And since it cost us nothing it doesn’t hurt us if we end up not using it.

Gifts we need

What about receiving gifts you need? As a kid, I always got socks in my stocking, no matter if I
needed them or not. I wasn’t mad about it, but it wasn’t too exciting either. But socks do wear
out and I could always use more. And the reason I never was in desperate need of socks was
because I was always given what I needed. But I never really knew I needed them…because I
always had them!

So it’s not that I didn’t appreciate them…but they are not what I wanted. I’d usually rather get
what I want.
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I think most of us would. And when you view Jesus’ birth as the opening of a gift…I’m afraid that
the tendency is to see it as a gift we want more than a gift we need.

As in we want what Jesus has to offer us now for this life. We want blessing. We want favor. We
want healing. We want a good life. Who wouldn’t?

But Jesus gives most of these good gifts to all of mankind to a degree. Right?

  Matthew 5:45b (NKJV)
for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on
the unjust.

God is a gift giver. He’s not only gifted us all life…He provides all that necessary to continue to
live (for everyone). His blessings

Psalm 103:1-2 (NKJV)
Bless the Lord, O my soul;
And all that is within me, bless His holy name!
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
And forget not all His benefits:

God has given great gifts before, but Jesus is the best.

Why is Jesus the best Christmas gift of all? Because He is what we really need most.

In John chapter 4 we see this story of Jesus meeting the woman at the well. Jesus is there
resting when she comes to draw out some water…

John 4:10 (NKJV)
Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to
you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living
water.”

This woman didn’t live a very good life. She had a dark life full of disappointment and without
hope. And she comes to this well again, to get water. She thought she needed water, but her
need was much greater.

She encountered Jesus and heard of the greatest gift of all!

And her response is:

John 4:15 (NKJV)
The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to
draw.”
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All of the sudden…when faced with the greatest gift of all…she has a realization that while she
came with a need for water, what she got was so great that it was all that she needed!

Sometimes we get what we want and realize it’s not what we need.
Sometimes we get what we need and realize it’s actually what we want.

This woman had been searching…she had a longing in her soul that she tried to fill with 5
husbands and now another that she wasn’t married to. You don’t do that for no reason…you do
it because you’re searching for something you’re not finding…

Her soul longed to be loved with a love that man could not provide…

Church that’s true of all of us. That no matter how loved we are by those around us…our heart
longs to know the love of God!

John 3:16 (NKJV)
For God so loved the world that He GAVE His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

He was given…that’s a gift!
And what do you have to do for a gift to be yours? You have to receive it!

You receive it when you believe it. And you believe it by grace, through faith…both gifts from
God!

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV)
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

God gives you even the faith to believe. And the grace is that Jesus paid what you could
not…the price for your sin.

The greatest gift wasn’t placed under a tree…He was nailed to a tree.

But I like to think of Jesus as the gift that keeps on giving because He’s not on that tree
anymore. He rose from the grave and defeated the devil! He sent His Spirit to dwell in us, and
lead and guide us. And there is a day that’s already written in history…when He is coming back
for His church!

Jesus is King, He is God, and He will save.

Christmas time is the time of year to refocus our hearts on the gracious gift that God has given
to us, and it is through our celebration that we demonstrate our joy for that gift.
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Jesus truly is the greatest gift!

Why does a king give gifts to the people? Because of the generosity of the king.

2 Corinthians 9:15 (NKJV)
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

The Greatest Gift of All! Jesus is Salvation! God With Us!
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