
  

 

 
 
 
 

“People of Christ 
Making a 

Difference” 
 
 
 
 

Nativity of Our Lord 
Christmas Day 

 
 
 
 

December 25, 2022 
 
 
 
 

10:00 AM 



2 

 
 

PRELUDE            “What Child is This”         Paul Manz  
 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the Holy One of Israel, the Word made flesh, the Power of the Most High, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered in the name of Jesus, let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. 
 
Gracious God, 
in Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining in darkness. We confess our failure 
to welcome this light. Forgive us and renew our hope, so that we may live in the light of 
your grace, and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 
I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord. 
Your sins are forgiven in + Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape  
Sunday School classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.  
Ushers are also available to assist you. 
 

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code.  Here’s how it works: 
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and 
share whatever information you desire.  Thank you!  Hope to see you again soon!  
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GATHERING HYMN       “O Come All Ye Faithful”            ELW 283 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE            “Angels We Have Heard On High”           ELW 289 
 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

FIRST READING         Isaiah 62:6-12 
 
6
 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night they shall never be 

silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest,  
7
 and give him no rest until he establishes  

Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the earth.  
8
 The LORD has sworn by his right 

hand and by his mighty arm: I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies, and 
foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have labored;  

9
 but those who garner it shall 

eat it and praise the LORD, and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts.  10 Go 
through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the highway, 
clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples.  

11
 The LORD has proclaimed to the end of 

the earth: Say to daughter Zion, "See, your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his  
recompense before him."  

12
 They shall be called, "The Holy People, The Redeemed of the 

LORD"; and you shall be called, "Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken."  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM HYMN             “Away in a Manger”            ELW 277 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,  
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,  
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

SECOND READING              Titus 3:4-7 
 
4
 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,  

5
 he saved us, not 

because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through 
the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  

6
 This Spirit he poured out on us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior,  
7
 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become 

heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”            ELW 276 

 
SERMON DRAMA         “God’s Waiting Room”          
 

Narrator: Mrs. Shannon Burnett 
God: Pastor Ralph 

Angel Gabriel: Pastor Jason 
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HYMN OF THE DAY             “Joy to the World”            ELW 267 
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THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and  
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

OFFERING 
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us.  God calls us 
to be generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far.  You can  
support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing your offering to the 
church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app.  If you would like more details 
on direct deposit giving please contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at  
(803) 359-6562. 

 

Anthem          “Mary, Did You Know?”   Jack Schrader 
 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy would someday walk on water? 
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new?  
This child that you delivered, will soon deliver you. 

 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man?  
Mary, did you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with his hand?  

Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod?  
When you kissed your little baby, then you kissed the face of God. 

 

The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again;  
the lame will leap, the dumb will speak the praises of the Lamb.  

 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?  
Mary, did you know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations?   

Did you know that your baby boy was heaven’s perfect Lamb?  
This sleeping child you’re holding, is the great “I Am!” 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
PREFACE 
 
THE SANCTUS  
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! This Holy Sacrament is a fundamental 
part of how we participate in worship and receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed 

for us for the forgiveness of our sins.  It is customary to use bread and wine for this meal,  
however with the given circumstances we invite you to find whatever is most appropriate in your 
context for your family to share.  As you gather together to receive the real presence of Christ 
found in, with, and under the elements, be assured that the gifts we are given by God in the  
Holy Sacrament transcend space and time.  May we be fed and nourished by God through this 
meal so that we may persevere and continue in discipleship this and every day. 

 
(As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant: 

 
The body of Christ, given for you. 

 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 
The communicant may say: “Amen.”) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the 
eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, the peace of the Christ child, and 

may almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”            ELW 270 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Share the good news that Christ is born! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE              “Joy to the World”      Christopher Uehlein  
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IN LIEU OF ALTAR FLOWERS today our sanctuary is adorned with red poinsettias that are 
given in honor and memory of loved ones of the congregation. 
 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   The Rev. Ralph G. Hill 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Kimberly Peterson, Preschool Director 

Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
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