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Loved by God; Loving Others. 

Fed by God; Feeding Others. 
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When I am Among the Trees by Mary Oliver  
When I am among the trees,  
Especially the willows and the honey locust,  
Equally the beech, the oaks and the pines,  
They give off such hints of gladness.  
I would almost say that they save me, and daily. . .  
And they call again, “It’s simple,” they say,  
“And you too have come  
Into the world to do this, to go easy, to be filled  
With light, and to shine.”  
 
Someone called me a tree hugger the other day during a meeting and for a moment I 
thought I had been caught in the act, then I realized they were putting me in a category 
of people who seek to preserve the environment. I do try to be a faithful steward of the 
environment, but I probably fall more into the conservation rather than preservation 
camp. National Park Service defines the difference as, “Put simply conservation seeks 
the proper use of nature, while preservation seeks protection of nature from use.”  
 
Anyway, I do hug trees. I don’t love trees as an idea, much like my chickens, I love 
actual trees. I love the tree up Salmon Creek that would take five of me to surround. I 
do stroke her and say sweet things as I pass, but she’s too big to hug. I love cedars 
growing sideways for hundreds of years adapting to harsh and changing environments. 
I love the trees lined up out at Boy Scout Camp and there are times I do hug those. I 
chose my college because of a beautiful tree near the entrance.  
 
I’m guilty of hugging trees and like the Mary Oliver poem, they ground me and re-
mind me to be filled with light and to shine. We are beginning a new year and I’m not 
a huge fan of resolutions. If you need to change something in your life, then today is 
the best day to begin. I’ll tell myself some lame excuse if I put it off for the new year.  
 
The New Year is best marked hugging trees. I don’t worship them but they draw me 
into God’s presence much like a sacrament. I’m in awe of their ability to be beautiful 
and strong, to be hospitable to so many creatures and stand alone. I wonder at the wis-
dom they have gathered over the years and there are times I want to tap into it and feel 
part of something bigger.  
 
Organized religion is hard sometimes. There will always be disappointments and frus-
trations. I would love it if Jesus said to go into the woods and worship God, but we 
need each other to live out God’s vision for the world. The core of our faith is for-
giveness and love. Even though they are much easier to love, trees will never need our 
forgiveness. I hug and hang out with trees so then I can hug and hang out with people 
faithfully.  
 
I hope you find your places with “hints of gladness” this new year so you too may 
gather with us as we figure out how to witness to God’s reconciliation of all things in 
love.  
 

Peace, 
Pastor Tari 
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Sunday Schedule at SOV 
8:45 am Men’s Group typically gathers to read through scripture and check in about life. 
9:30 am  Worship. In-person and on Zoom. The Zoom link is in the weekly church email.  
10:30 am Coffee fellowship.  
10:45 am Faith Formation for All Ages. 
10:45 a.m. Choir Rehearsal (begins January 15) 
 

Classes will begin on January 8.  There are no classes on January 29 due to the annual meeting.  
 

Adult Study:  Peasants, Widows, Bandits and Beggars: The Everyday World in which Jesus Lived  
  by Biblical Archaeology Society  
   

High School:  OWL (Our Whole Lives) led by Scott Hinton and Pastor Tari. 
   January 8 Healthy Relationships  
   January 15 Relationship Skills  
   January 22 Responsible Sexual Behavior  
   January 29 Annual Meeting (No OWL)  
   

Middle School: Led by Glenn Mitchell & Janalynn Doten-Ferguson.  
   January 8 and 15 Ten Commandments  
   January 22 The Apostle’s Creed 
   January 29 Mentoring 
 

1st-5th Grade - Led by Steve Carls and Linda Landvik. 
 

Preschool-1st Grade - Led by Meagan Hinton. 
 

Weekday Small Groups in January  
 

Small Group Devotions  
Noon on Mondays, in-person at SOV. Currently studying No Cure for Being Human by Kate Bowler. 
 

Holden Evening Prayer Service 
5:30 p.m. Wednesdays on Zoom. Zoom link available on the SOV website.  
 

Discipleship Academy 
5:30 p.m., Thursdays, January 5 and 12. In-person at SOV includes dinner. Zoom available too.  
 

Parents and Caregivers as Sexual Educators 
5:30 p.m., Thursdays, January 19 and 29.  This is a ten-week small group experience for adults. During 
these weeks, we explore Hopes and Concerns for Kids’ Sexual Health, How Do We Talk About Sex?, 
Gender Identity, Sexual Orientation, Relationships, Sexual Health, Decision Making, Consent & Bounda-
ries, Social Media, and Pornography isn’t Sex Ed. Please talk with Pastor Tari if you are interested. This 
small group is not restricted to church members so please reach out to friends you know would benefit.  
  
Coffee Talk Fridays 
9 am on Fridays, in-person at SOV. Morning coffee (or tea) and devotions.  

The Shepherd’s Voice—January 2023 

Worship & Faith Formation at SOV 

(It doesn’t just happen on Sunday.) 

SOV Choir (rehearsals resume January 15) 
Everyone who likes to sing is invited to join the choir. Rehearsals happen at 10:45 a.m. Sun-
day mornings. The choir sings some Sunday mornings and sometimes at special events.   
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Many Hands! Many Hearts!  

Serving with Love at SOV 
We’ve always got a healthy list of ways to get in-
volved. Check out these ways to contribute your 
generous gifts of time, money, food, or prayers. 
Prayers are appreciated for all of our ministries. 
 

Glory Hole Meatloaf 
We cook our monthly meal on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 18. Watch for the online sign-up sheet for 
needed contributions of time and food.   
 

AWARE and Glory Hall at Christmas 
Thank you to everyone who donated food, gifts, 
and warm clothing for our AWARE family spon-
sorships and for the Glory Hall tree. Your loving 
generosity is much appreciated!   
 

Food Pantry 
We’ve got a wonderful crew of pantry volunteers. 
If you’d like to volunteer for the pantry too, let us 
know in the church office. The pantry can always 
use donations of canned or dry goods (or fresh 
foods too). Leave your donations on the table in 
the food pantry room (or in the pantry refrigerator 
or freezer).  
 

Mom’s Craft Night  
Thank you to Talea Kellar for opening 
her studio and skill set to host Mom’s 
Group at Mendenhall Mall at 5:30 

p.m., Tuesday, January 24. Childcare is not pro-
vided; light dinner is provided. We’ll do a paint 
pour together and catch up on each other’s lives.  

Season of Epiphany 
 

The word epiphany means manifestation or dawn-
ing light. It is the season of the church year that 
begins with the coming of the magi, heads to Je-
sus’ baptism, continues with Jesus’ first miracle 
(turning water into wine), and ends with the Trans-
figuration. Through these events the true nature of 
Jesus is revealed. Epiphany is a celebration of this 
dawning light. January 6 is the first day of Epipha-
ny. Throughout the season, listen for themes of 
light in our hymns and readings. 
 

Bluegrass Liturgy 

Epiphany is a great time to pull out the banjos 
(except we don’t have any). Please join us for 
bluegrass practice at 10 a.m., Saturday, January 7 
at SOV. We need people to play guitars, basses, 
dulcimers, washboards, mandolins, and fiddles. 
Everyone who would like to play is invited to play 
with the group!   
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Welcoming the Stranger:  

Pilgrimage to Greece 2024  
 

 

If you’re curious about this pilgrimage, join us for an Informational Meeting immediately following 
worship on January 1st.   
 

As of May 2022, 100 million individuals were forcibly displaced worldwide in 2022 alone. It’s time to dig 
deeper into what this means: “You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers (Deuteronomy 
10:19).” Greece has been a place rich not only in Christian history, but the crossroads of many cultures.  
 

In 2015, Lesvos, Greece became a focal point of the refugee crisis. “The local population of the island of 
Lesvos is about 85,000. In September of 2015, migrants and asylum seekers from Syria, Afghanistan and 
Iraq began arriving on the shores of Lesvos. Over the course of 2015, the island hosted more than a half a 
million migrants and asylum seekers.”  
 

It is also one of the few islands that isn’t a “tourist trap” - “Twelve million olive trees have protected 
Lesvos from mass tourism. During the "dark" 60s and 70s, olive oil production kept the population on the 
island. The population of about ninety thousand inhabitants had no reason to transform their houses into 
"rooms to let." The low development of Lesvos is now the big advantage of the island. No big hotels, no 
artificial settlements overcrowded in summer and empty in the winter. Lesvos offers instead real Greek 
villages inhabited by locals."  
 

Please remember, while Pastor Tari arranges these trips, she is not a travel agent and this is not her primary 
job. These are not tourist trips. Intentional small group and worship time is part of the experience, most 
often daily. Prior to travel, we meet virtually once a month and host several fundraisers together to get to 
know each other and form a community. Participation is strongly encouraged.  
 

Greece is not a very accessible country. Plan on 19,000 steps a day and many of those will actually be on 
steps.  
 

Tentative Timeline—June 4 to June 18 
Tuesday, June 4 - June 6, 2024 travel to Athens  
Friday-Monday at B4B Athens https://www.signatureathens.com/  
Monday, June 10 Ferry to Lesvos (or fly) €75 RT  
Week at https://www.votsalahotel.com/daphnis-chloe - €280  
Monday, June 17- 18 Fly from Lesvos through Athens and NYC to Juneau  
 

Excursions  
Cooking classes €15 per person  
Monastery pilgrimage €15 per person  
Volunteering with refugees  
Daily dinners are €13—15  
and breakfast is included  
 

The cost is approximately $2250 per person, so let’s 
say at least $2500 not including any activities or 
meals in Athens. We will have a package meal deal 
in Lesvos, so food will be covered and all drinks 
will be on your own. 
  
It’s not a bad idea to start learning Greek; their al-
phabet is different. Nearly everyone there knows 
English, but it’s always good to know some of the 
native language.  
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Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
 

The meeting takes place at 10:45 a.m., Sunday, January 29. There will be no faith for-
mation that morning. The meeting is in person, but can be accessed on Zoom using the 
same link we do for worship. Reports will be available two weeks before the meeting. 
 

The following committee reports are due to the church office by January 12.  
Pastor’s Report - PT     Council Prez - Glenn Mitchell 
Treasurer - Gail Fenumiai    Stewardship - Eileen Hosey 
Scholarship - Gail Fenumiai and PT   Worship and Music/Altar Guild - PT 
Fellowship - MJ Hinman    Parish Education - Pastor Tari & Glenn 
Property Management - Dan Corson   Social Concerns - Eileen Hosey 
Social Media - Becky Corson    Summer Lunch - Hannah H. & Rosemary K. 

Please read through these notes from the strategic planning session and council retreat held in the fall. We 
will discuss the recommended values at the annual meeting.  
 

Current Values 
* We are centered on Christ.  
* The community around Christ can be messy.  
* We are all broken and gather for healing, mercy, and a second chance.We welcome everyone.  
* We gather to praise God and to learn together God’s will for our lives as revealed in Holy Scriptures.  
* We are sent into the world to use the gifts God has given us.  
 

Recommended Values 
* We are centered on Christ.  
* The community around Christ can be messy.  
* We are beloved children of God who fall short of the glory of God and gather in communion for 
 healing, mercy, and renewal. 
* We gather to praise God and to explore together God’s will for our lives as revealed in Holy  
 Scriptures and inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
* We are sent into the world to use the gifts God has given us. 
 

Two Action Items 
1.  Expand feeding ministries - headed by Julie & Eileen. 
 

* Breakfast at SOV on last Saturday beginning January (Julie). 
 Advertise—on Facebook and by sending flyers home.  
* Once a month community dinner at Aldersgate or Chinook. 
 Tari will touch base with pastor there. 
* Once a month dinner at Trillium Senior Housing. 
 Eileen will talk with them and Tari will talk with Trevor. 
 

2.  Develop Master Facility Plan 
* Jeff Jenkins, Chuck Orsborn, Theresa Ross, Elfrida Nord, Linda Thompson, Jim Wilson, Steve 
 Landvik and Dan Corson are working on a comprehensive plan for the church grounds.  
 

Food Pantry Discussion and Updates 
* In-person pantry and deliveries will happen Saturday mornings. In-person drop-in is still 9-10 a.m. 
 Volunteers will make deliveries between 9-11 a.m. (whatever works best for the volunteer). No 
 weekday evening deliveries during the winter months.   
* Food pick ups from SE Alaska Food Bank will happen on Fridays (volunteers Pete, Ed, and 
 Corinne). Elfrida will put groceries away and bag non-perishables for Saturday delivery. 
* Eileen has the food pantry direct phone. 
 

Tabled Until Spring  
The topic “explore and consider the future of worship and gathering in the years to come.”  
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Let the Blessings Overflow 
Good news and celebrations in January 

Birthdays 

1 Nyah Martin 

1  Dean Rasmussen 

3  August Kiessling 

4  Tiffany Hinchman 

4 Judy Marshall 

6 Luke Dihle 

9 Teresa Kissel 

10  Julie Orsborn 

10 Derik Swanson 

12 Beth Weldon 

13  Roger Birk 

14  Roger Drapeaux 

16 Jen Pegues 

19  Debbi Howard 

21 Peyton Allen 

21 Jon Weaver 

26  Bob Stevenson 

27  Amber Miller 

29  Peter Christensen 

31  Elaine Duvall 

Baptismal Birthdays 

1  Peg Corazza 

1 Helen Mehrkens 

1 Marianne Jacobs 

9  Teresa Kissel 

10  Jacob Carls 

10 Norman Carls 

12  Dan Corson 

12 Brittany Fenumiai 

19  Mac Oliver 

20  Braden Jenkins 
 

A Moment for 

Prayer 
We pray for God’s peace and 
protection for...people who are 
homeless, that they find warmth 
on cold days; people in transi-
tion who need guidance making 
important life decisions; and 
students and teachers as they 
head back to the classroom. Al-
so, keep in your prayers Pastor 
Tari Stage-Harvey; Alaska Syn-
od Bishop Shelley Wickstrom; 
and ELCA Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton.  

Thank You to Our January Newsletter Sponsor 
MJ Hinman is our January newsletter sponsor. She is sponsoring in honor of her mother, Patricia 
Ann Roney; a loving, generous, and strong woman of faith. Thank you, MJ! Blessings to you and 
your family.  
 

If you are interested in sponsoring a month of the newsletter in honor or celebration of something 
or someone, let us know. The suggested donation is $100. Call or email the church to let us know 
which month you would like to sponsor and any special wording you want included. 

“I am convinced that love is the most durable power in 
the world. It is not an expression of impractical idealism, 
but of practical realism. Far from being the pious injunc-
tion of a Utopian dreamer, love is an absolute necessity 
for the survival of our civilization. To return hate for hate 
does nothing but intensify the existence of evil in the uni-
verse. Someone must have sense enough and morality 
enough to cut off the chain of hate and evil, and this can 
only be done through love.”  —Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

New Year’s Day 

930 am Worship 

1045 am Greece 
Informational Mtg 

2 

Noon Devotions 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

530 pm Holden 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

530 pm Discipleship 
Academy 

6 

Epiphany 

9 am Devotions 

7 

9-10 am Pantry 
 

10 am Bluegrass 
Practice  

8 
Baptism of Our Lord 

930 am Worship 

1030 am Coffee 

1045 am Faith For-
mation 

9 

Noon Devotions 

10 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

530 pm Holden 

12 

Committee Reports 
Due to Office 

 

 

 

530 pm Discipleship 
Academy 

13 

9 am Devotions 

14 

9-10 am Pantry 

15 

845 am Men’s 
Group 

930 am Worship 

1030 am Coffee 

1045 am Faith For-
mation 

1045 am Choir  

16 

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day  

Noon Devotions 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

530 pm Facility Plan 
Meeting 

18 

SOV at Glory Hall 

 

 

 

 

530 pm Holden 

7 pm Council  

19 

 

 

 

 

 

530 pm Parents & 
Caregivers 

20 

9 am Devotions 

21 

9-10 am Pantry 

22 

845 am Men’s 
Group 

930 am Worship 

1030 am Coffee 

1045 am Faith For-
mation 

1045 am Choir  

23 

Noon Devotions 

24 

 

 

 

 
 

530 pm Mom’s Craft 
Night at Mendenhall 
Mall  

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

530 pm Holden 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

530 pm Parents & 
Caregivers 

27 

9 am Devotions 

28 

9-10 am Pantry 

Includes Breakfast? 

 

29 

845 am Men’s 
Group 

930 am Worship 

1030 am Coffee 

1030 am Mentoring 

1045 am Annual 
Meeting 

30 

Noon Devotions 

31     

 
Food Pantry Hours  

9-10 am on Saturdays (in person) 

Deliveries available Saturday morning to 
homebound folks in the Valley and Lemon 
Creek. Call the food pantry direct line for 

information or fill out the form on the home 
page of our website: www.sovlutheran.org 

Food Pantry Direct Line: 907-500-3588 

January Highlights  
January 1—There’s an informational meeting following worship for 
the Greek pilgrimage in 2024. The theme is “Welcoming the Stranger” 
with an emphasis on refugees and hospitality. This is not a tourist trip, 
but a deep investment in learning more about ourselves and growing a 
community of faith.  
January 29—Annual Meeting of the Congregation at 10:45 a.m. 
(immediately following worship; no faith formation that day).  
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Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 

4212 Mendenhall Loop Road 

Mailing Address: PO Box 34859, Juneau, AK  99803 

Email: sovjuneau@gmail.com Office: (907) 789-4093 

Food Pantry Direct: (907) 500-3588 

Web: www.sovlutheran.org Like us on Facebook 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 

PERMIT NO. 11 

Return Service Requested 

Your church family is here for prayers, visits, and encouragement. Please call if 
you would like a visit from Pastor Tari, or anytime you can use a kind word.   
 
Pastor Tari enjoys opportunities to go for walks while visiting with folks.  Feel 
free to call her and plan a time to go for a walk.   
 
We would also love to hear from you with comments about or submissions to The 
Shepherd’s Voice.  If your address has changed, or if you no longer wish to be on 
our mailing list, we want to know that too.   

Rev. Tari Stage-Harvey, Pastor 

Please see inside the newsletter for the many ways we are connecting.  
 

Sunday Worship:  9:30 a.m. (via Zoom and in-person)  

Faith Formation for All Ages:  See inside for details. 

In-Person Food Pantry:  9-10 am Saturdays 

Deliveries available Saturday mornings to homebound folks. Call the pantry direct line for information.   

Food Pantry Direct Line (call with questions): 907-500-3588 
 

The Shepherd’s Voice:  Editor, Becky Corson and Production/Distribution, Lewis Gates 


