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Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 

flashed around him. [Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my 

name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, 

where we gather for worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, 

Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for 

this place – this land – and call it their home.  
 

Introduction to the day 
From the beginning, through baptism, we are called Christian. We are “Christ-ened” at the 

font. Bearing Christ’s name, we share the same Father and are invited to address this parent 

intimately: Abba! Jesus bears our sins in humble obedience to the will of God. Today we pray 

that the mind of Christ, whose name we bear, would be our own. It is a good way to begin, 

again, another year. 

 

Prelude - Noel for Flute Stops    (Louis Claude D'Aquin) 

 

Gathering 

*Confession and Forgiveness   
P: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be messengers 
of your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our 
security. We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our 
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neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on us. Where we are 
self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us courage. Where we 
are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us again the 
hope of eternal life in you. Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. A: Amen. 

 
*Gathering Hymn – Once in Royal David’s City          (ELW 229) 

 

 
*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.      A: And also with you.   
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*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. 

Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our 

salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
A: Amen. 

 
 

Word 
First Reading – Numbers 6:22-27 
For Israel and its neighbors, there was a close connection between a person’s name and that person’s 

very being. To know someone’s name meant that that person was accessible to you; to have a name 

placed upon you meant you were identified closely with that person. 

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you 

shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 

 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 

 25the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 

 26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

 27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 

R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 

 

Psalm 8 (Sung to the tune Ode to Joy [ELW 836])  

A person’s name also meant that person’s reputation and honor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 LORD,    our  Lord,    maj  - est – ic        is       Your name through-out  the    whole    wide earth; 

2 When     I      see     Your   glor-ious    hea  - vens, moon   and   stars which  You         or - dain; 

3 You     made him      to      rule  cre  -   a   -   tion,    put      all     things be  -  neath     his    feet— 

 

You       dis  -  play   and        set   Your spleen- dor     o’er    the heav’ns which show  Your worth. 

What      is      man  that       You     re -  gard     him,    son     of     man   with    care   main- tain? 

Sheep   and     ox  - en,       beasts and   cat   -   tle,     birds   of   heav’n  and     fish     of     sea; 

From    the mouths of        in  -   fant   chil  -  dren,   You      e -   stab – lish  strength  and praise; 

 Yet      You  made  him    slight -  ly     low    -   er     than    the    an  -   gels     high       a  -  bove; 

 All        that swim   with   -  in      the   path -  ways     of      the    sea     de   -  clare     Your worth. 

Make      the    en   -  em    -   y      and    venge -  ful    cease  be  - fore Your     wond-rous  ways. 

Crown -  ing    him    with      glo  -  ry,       hon  -   or,      just   be - neath the       God     of    love. 

LORD,      our   Lord,   maj  -   est  -  ic          is      Your name through-out the     whole wide earth. 



Second Reading – Galatians 4:4-7 
In his incarnation, Jesus identified fully with us, sharing our subjection to the law, including (for Jews) 

its ritual demands. At his circumcision (like at his crucifixion) that identification meant suffering and 

shedding blood. 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 

into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a 

child then also an heir, through God. 
R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God.  

*Gospel Acclamation  

 
  At the name of Jesus every | knee should bend,*  

in heaven and on earth and un- | der the earth. 
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*Gospel Reading – Luke 2:15-21 
“Jesus” was not a family name, but one which was deeply meaningful. Meaning “he saves,” it was the 

name of Joshua, the successor to Moses the giver of the law, who led the Chosen People into the 

Promised Land after Moses’ death. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 

Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had 

been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them. 

 

 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 

Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

R: The gospel of the Lord. 

A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Hymn Sing 
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*Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 

L: United with the great cloud of witnesses throughout the ages, we pray for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: Guide your church to confess that Jesus is Lord. Fill us with wonder at the good and 

saving news of Jesus. May we treasure your words and meditate upon them, that we 

reveal your glory to the world with humility and hope. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: Your name, O God, is majestic in all the earth. You set the moon and stars in their 

courses. You are mindful of every work of your hand: flocks and cattle, birds and fish, 

seas and fields. Make us wise stewards of your creation. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: Bless the nations with your grace and peace. Inspire and uphold treaties, cease-fires, and 

international agreements that seek to calm strife between nations. Shield all those who 

work to protect vulnerable populations from exploitation or danger. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We cry, “Abba! Father!” as we seek your loving care in times of need. Heal those 

wounded by hurtful words. Console all who are weighed down by depression and anxiety. 

Call by name any who feel unloved, misunderstood, or rejected. Heal the sick (especially). 

Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: Reveal yourself to us in the fullness of time, O God. Give us gratitude for what has been 

and hope for what is to come. Grace us with your presence during transitions: new jobs 

or schools, new homes, new diagnoses, or new relationships. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  
 

L: With thanksgiving, we remember all the saints who proclaimed the name of Jesus in 

life and who now rest in glory. Show us our inheritance as adopted heirs of eternal life. 

Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: In the company of your saints we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

eternal mercy and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
A: Amen. 
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*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A: And also with you.  
 

Thanksgiving 
Offering 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door to 

Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical Offering - Now Sing We, Now Rejoice   (J. S. Bach) 

 

Offertory – What Child Is This         (ELW 296) 

 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray. 

God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with 

the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to 

share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus 

Christ, the Word made flesh. A: Amen. 

 
*Canticle of Thanksgiving – At the Name of Jesus        (ELW 416) 
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*Thanksgiving for the Word 
Holy God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, 

at the birth of time your Word brought light into the world, 

and throughout the ages, you proclaim newness of life. 

For your wondrous Word,  
We thank you, O God. 

  

In the fullness of time, your Word became flesh, 

to shine in our world’s darkness, 

to speak peace to all people, 

and to welcome us as members of your family. 

For your loving Word,  
We adore you, O God. 

  

Grant us now the gift of your Spirit, 

that held, nourished, and protected by your Word, 

we may live as your children, 

bearing your goodness throughout the world. 

For your powerful Word,  
We praise you, O God. 

  

All glory to you, holy God, 

now and forever. 
Amen. 
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*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirt, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Sending 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and 

the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn – The First Noel   (ELW 300)  

 
 
*Dismissal  
P: Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude - The Night Was Cold    (J. Rearick/A. Fedak)  
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The poinsettias in the sanctuary are given to the glory 
of God in honor or remembrance of the following: 

Karen Magnuson—In honor of Helen Magnuson  

Roger Williams—In honor of Nathan Williams  

Eleanor Bird—In memory of June & Paul Bird  

Marilyn & Lloyd Niemann—In honor of our great-granddaughter Sophie 

Paul & Cinda Corl Johnson—In honor of Libby & Don Johnson  

Paul & Cinda Corl Johnson—In honor of Lois Corl and memory of Sheldon Corl 

Ann & Art Reede—In memory of our parents  

Ron & Debbie Strouse—In memory of our parents  

Delorse & Joe Homan—In memory of our parents  

Sandee Hemman—In memory of my parents and Bobby Hemman  

The Muthler Family—In honor of Linda Rosensteel for her faithful dedication as Council 

President  
 

The Muthler Family—In honor of Diane Kemmerer and Fred Muthler  

The Muthler Family—In memory of Ted Kemmerer and Freda Muthler  

Diane Kemmerer—In honor of the Muthler family  

Morgen Hummel—In honor of mother Martha Hummel, and in memory of father Malcolm 

Hummel  
 

Martha Hummel—In memory of my husband Malcolm Hummel  

Kathy Herr—In memory of husband Steve Herr  

Victoria & Alex Herr—In memory of father Steve Herr  

Michelle McMullen—In memory of the saints of our church  

Michelle McMullen—In honor of Whitney McMullen 



 

 
 

Serving Today 
Worship Leader…………………………………………….   

Assisting Minister.……………………………………..….Art Reede 

Organist.…………………………………………….............. Jim Rearick 

Interim Music Director..……………………………..… Michelle McMullen 

Reader………………………………………………………….. Ann Reede  

Sacristan……………………………………………………..… Ann Reede 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 
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