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What’s in a Name?  
Matthew 1:18-25 
Thank you to Garry and to Phil and others (including those from the Chinese congregation) who 
letterbox dropped flyers for our Christmas services.  Garry was showing me the map of our 
surrounds and he pointed out Neville street near Elgar Road.  But there’s a street even closer 
whose name had come to my attention.

Whats in a name?  Cyril Street is just around the 
corner, about 100 metres from where we are now.  I 
always take note when I drive or walk down Cyril 
Street, and sometimes think I could have lived in this 
street.  Its name has a meaning for me.

Some of you will have heard me mention that my mum 
loved the name ‘Cyril’.  I was this far away from being 
Cyril Otto.  Now whilst that has some merit, I’m sure 
glad that my dad somehow encouraged her another 
option.

What’s in a name?

My name is Neville.  It means “new village or town”.

What’s your name and what does it mean?

Well, for Matthew in telling the story of Jesus, names are important.  So let’s listen in…

If you open up to the very first chapter of the first 
book of the New Testament, you’ll find names, and lots 
of ’em.    There is a list, a genealogy of names leading 
up to the birth and the naming of Jesus!

Names are important it seems.  Why is this?

1.As Matthew 1:1 says, this is an account of the 
genealogy of Jesus, and he’s the promised Messiah.  
Take note.

2.The names mentioned here reflect the promise of 
God from of old, that he would send a Saviour for the world.  The names show that God is 
faithful.

3. The names also show that the world needs rescuing.  The world needs God’s promised Saviour.  
You see, in so many of the stories of the people behind these names is a story of  human sin.  
And so the name of God is raised up over and against these human names and their flawed 
human stories, in the faithful and continuing sure promise of the Saviour who is named in our 
gospel reading today.

Matthew connects these names now with the names in our gospel reading — “Joseph” and “Mary”.   
They were engaged.  But before they came together in marriage, Mary is found to be pregnant by 
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the Holy Spirit.  Clearly, Joseph does not know this is God’s miraculous work.  God is at work 
faithfully fulfilling his promise to the people of old that here is the Saviour of the world.

We’re told that Joseph has in mind, perhaps with good intent, to dismiss Mary quietly.  But before 
he can do so, God intervenes, sending an angel to him in a dream.

And Joseph awakes and he does what the Lord commanded him.

The child is born and he is named Jesus (which means “the Lord saves”), and his birth is in 
fulfilment of the promise of long ago of the one who is Immanuel (God with us).

Names are important.   They tell us in this instance of God.  God for us!

All those names in Matthew 1 point to the saving acts and promises of God, culminating now in the 
coming of Jesus.  God is faithful to his people.  God keeps his promises.

It’s the same for you and me today.

Matthew’s gospel is book-ended with the saving 
presence and promise of God in Jesus.  The gospel 
starts with the fulfilment of the promise of Immanuel, 
the name showing that God would come among us to 
save.  And the gospel ends with the same promise, as 
the Christian church of the resurrection is born, and 
called to be God’s presence everywhere, and so to 
make disciples of all nations (of all names) and share 
the promise of Jesus the Saviour, “I am with you 
always.”

Names are important.  

They always have been important in connecting people with the Lord who saves.

Someone (perhaps you can name them) helped you to hear and learn the name Jesus.  Perhaps 
someone still does today.  Name them and thank God for them.  Maybe this was done after you 
were named in baptism where God promised you, “I am with you always.”  

Names are important.  In baptism, God gave you his name.  He placed his name on you “In the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”.  By giving you his name, he promised to 
be with you in grace all the days of your life, and gave you his name to call on.  At your baptism, 
God told you the reality that he has written your name in the book of life.  God assures us that he 
knows us each by name, and the Good Shepherd calls us by name.

You and your name is important to God!  You and your life is important to God!  Every person is!

We who are baptised and believe are companions of the One whose name is love. 

This fourth Sunday in Advent is the Sunday of love, as we now eagerly anticipate Christmas and the 
blessing of Christ amongst us.

We prayed in our Advent litany at start of worship:

Cong: We long for your love, O God.

Leader: A tsunami wave of love, overpowering, all-enveloping, overwhelming, sweeping all up 
before it and changing us forever.

This reminds me again of Romans 5, and the promise of God that “Hope does not disappoint us 
because God has poured out his love by the Holy Spirit whom he has given us.”  The verb here is a 
continuous verb and paints a picture of hearts which overflow into the lives of others.
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We are indeed companions of the one whose name is love: Jesus, Immanuel, God with us.

And as we perhaps prepare to come together for Christmas, with people whose names are 
important to us to celebrate Christmas, it’s also a time to hear and respond to God’s baptism call 
to make disciples and to proclaim the name of Jesus.

What’s in a name?

Is there someone, at least one person in your life 
whose name comes to you (there certainly is for me) 
with whom you can share, and to whom you can bring 
life as you carry the name “Christian” in your words, in 
your prayers, in your serving, in your witness this 
Christmas?  Who is that person?  Who are those 
people?   This 4th Sunday in Advent we fill the water 
candle vase of love.  Is there someone you love, for 
whom you can come to Jesus in prayer this week, that 
they may know him and his saving love for them?

There are people in homes in the streets around us here, and around where you live.  As you walk 
those streets, can you pray for the neighbours whose names you know, and the people you don’t, 
that they may hear, through us and our lives, the name of Jesus.  What’s in a name?

Jesus, God who saves.

Immanuel, God with us.

We are truly companions of the one whose name this is.  Share him as you go this Christmas.  
Amen.

Video of the service including the above address: https://youtu.be/FYGSBi9LKKk
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