
 

Morning Prayer  

Wednesday December 21 2022 

Book of Alternative Services 

Advent Feria 

 
The Gathering of the Community 

 

Introductory Responses 

 

Leader Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;  

People Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.  

 

Leader Will you not give us life again,  

People That your people may rejoice in you?  

 

Leader Show us your mercy, O Lord,  

People And grant us your salvation.  

 

Leader Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!  

People Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 

 
All Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  

 

Priest    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbour.  
   

Silent prayer and recollection of sins.   

 

Priest  Most merciful God,   

All      

   

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,  word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours 

as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us,  

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. 

Amen.   

Priest Almighty God have mercy upon you, + pardon and deliver you from all  your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

People   Amen.  

 

 

 

 



The Invitatory  

   

Leader           The kingdom of God is at hand: 
People          O come, let us worship.   

 

Seek the Lord   Isaiah 55.6–11  

 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * call upon him when he draws near.  

Let the wicked forsake their ways * and the evil ones their thoughts;  

And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * and to our God, for he will richly 

pardon.  

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.  

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 

thoughts than your thoughts.  

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * and return not again, but water the earth,  

Bringing forth life and giving growth, * seed for sowing and bread for eating,  

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * it will not return to me empty;  

But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * and prosper in that for which I sent it. 

 

Leader         The kingdom of God is at hand: 
People         O come, let us worship.     

   

The Proclamation of the Word 

  

The First Reading  Isaiah 28.9-22  

   

Reader A reading from Isaiah. 

‘Whom will he teach knowledge, 
   and to whom will he explain the message? 
Those who are weaned from milk, 
   those taken from the breast? 
For it is precept upon precept, precept upon precept, 
   line upon line, line upon line, 
   here a little, there a little.’ 

 
Truly, with stammering lip 
   and with alien tongue 
he will speak to this people, 
   to whom he has said, 
‘This is rest; 
   give rest to the weary; 
and this is repose’; 
   yet they would not hear. 
Therefore the word of the LORD will be to them, 
   ‘Precept upon precept, precept upon precept, 
   line upon line, line upon line, 
   here a little, there a little’; 



in order that they may go, and fall backwards, 
   and be broken, and snared, and taken. 

 
Therefore hear the word of the LORD, you scoffers 
   who rule this people in Jerusalem. 
Because you have said, ‘We have made a covenant with death, 
   and with Sheol we have an agreement; 
when the overwhelming scourge passes through 
   it will not come to us; 
for we have made lies our refuge, 
   and in falsehood we have taken shelter’; 
therefore thus says the Lord GOD, 
See, I am laying in Zion a foundation stone, 
   a tested stone, 
a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation: 
   ‘One who trusts will not panic.’ 
And I will make justice the line, 
   and righteousness the plummet; 
hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, 
   and waters will overwhelm the shelter. 
Then your covenant with death will be annulled, 
   and your agreement with Sheol will not stand; 
when the overwhelming scourge passes through 
   you will be beaten down by it. 
As often as it passes through, it will take you; 
   for morning by morning it will pass through, 
   by day and by night; 
and it will be sheer terror to understand the message. 
For the bed is too short to stretch oneself on it, 
   and the covering too narrow to wrap oneself in it. 
For the LORD will rise up as on Mount Perazim, 
   he will rage as in the valley of Gibeon 
to do his deed—strange is his deed!— 
   and to work his work—alien is his work! 
Now therefore do not scoff, 
   or your bonds will be made stronger; 
for I have heard a decree of destruction 
   from the Lord GOD of hosts upon the whole land. 

Reader The word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.   

 

Psalm 72 

 

1 Give the king your justice, O God, * and your righteousness to the king’s son;  

2 That he may rule your people righteously * and the poor with justice;  

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * and the little hills bring 

righteousness.  

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * he shall rescue the poor and crush the 

oppressor.  



5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * from one generation to another.  

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * like showers that water the earth.  

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * there shall be abundance of peace till the moon 

shall be no more.  

8 He shall rule from sea to sea, * and from the River to the ends of the earth.  

9 His foes shall bow down before him, * and his enemies lick the dust.  

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * and the kings of Arabia and Saba 

offer gifts.  

11 All kings shall bow down before him, * and all the nations do him service.  

12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * and the oppressed who has no 

helper.  

13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * he shall preserve the lives of the needy.  

14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * and dear shall their blood be in 

his sight.  

15 Long may he live! and may there be given to him gold from Arabia; * may prayer be made 

for him always, and may they bless him all the day long.  

16 May there be abundance of grain on the earth, growing thick even on the hilltops; * may its 

fruit flourish like Lebanon, and its grain like grass upon the earth.  

17 May his name remain for ever and be established as long as the sun endures; * may all the 

nations bless themselves in him and call him blessed.  

18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, * who alone does wondrous deeds!  

19 And blessed be his glorious name for ever! * and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 

Amen. Amen. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is now and 

will be forever. Amen.  

 

The Second Reading   Revelation 21.9-21 

 

Reader A reading from the Revelation to St. John 

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said 
to me, ‘Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.’ And in the spirit he carried me away to 
a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. It 
has the glory of God and a radiance like a very rare jewel, like jasper, clear as crystal. It has a great, 
high wall with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates are inscribed the names 
of the twelve tribes of the Israelites; on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south 
three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city has twelve foundations, and on them 
are the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

The angel who talked to me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and 
walls. The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width; and he measured the city with his rod, 
fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal. He also measured its wall, one hundred 
and forty-four cubits by human measurement, which the angel was using. The wall is built of jasper, 
while the city is pure gold, clear as glass. The foundations of the wall of the city are adorned with every 
jewel; the first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the 
sixth cornelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the 
eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates are twelve pearls, each of the gates is a 
single pearl, and the street of the city is pure gold, transparent as glass. 



Reader  The word of the Lord.   

People  Thanks be to God.   

 

Affirmation of Faith  

 

Priest    Let us confess our faith, as we say,    

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength. This is the first and the great commandment.  

The second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.  

There is no commandment greater than these. 

 

Intercessions   

  

Collect of the Day  

  

Priest Heavenly Father, who chose the Virgin Mary, full of grace, to be the mother of our Lord 

and Saviour, now fill us with your grace, that we in all things may embrace your will and 

with her rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen.  

 

 

Collect for Parish Renewal of Faith 

 

Priest Almighty God, you have given your Holy Spirit to the Church to lead us into all truth: bless 

with the Spirit’s grace and presence the members of our Cathedral community; fill our 

hearts and minds with your vision for our life together and unite us all in your love that 

we may manifest your glory and prepare the way of your reign in our midst; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

All Amen.  

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer   

   

Priest 

 

All  

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.   

 

Priest   Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before your 

path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory: and the blessing of 

God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you and remain with you always. 

People   

  

Amen.  

Priest 

People 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.   



 


