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Theme:  Jesus is waiting for those who are desperate to find Him. 
 
Text:  Matthew 2:1-18 
 
Here’s a thought:  D.L. Moody (1837-1899) concluded, “God sends no one away 
empty except those who are full of themselves.” 
 
Some guy bought a new fridge for his house.  He put his old fridge in the front 
yard to get rid of it and hung a sign saying, “Free to a good home.  You want it.  
You take it.”  The fridge sat there for three days without even one person 
looking twice at it.  He eventually decided that people did not trust this offer.  It 
seemed too good to be true, so he changed the sign to read, “Fridge for sale 
$50.”  The next day someone stole it. 
 
If you or I wanted to present a priceless treasure to the world, we would not 
have done it like this in Matthew 2:1-18: 

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw his star in the east and 
have come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this he was 
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all 
the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where 
the Christ was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for 
this is what the prophet has written: 6 “’But you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you 
will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’” 7 Then 
Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 
star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make 
a careful search for the child.  As soon as you find him, report to me, so 
that I too may go and worship him.” 9 After they had heard the king, they 
went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they 
saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw 
the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him.  
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and 
of incense and of myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go 
back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 13 When 



they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.  “Get 
up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt.  Stay 
there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left 
for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod.  And so was 
fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet:  “Out of Egypt I 
called my son.” 16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the 
Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem 
and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the 
time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through the 
prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping 
and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be 
comforted, because they are no more.” NIV 

 
People respond to Jesus in different ways, like the: 

Angry Enemy 

 

 
 
Herod was the name of several Roman rulers in the Palestine region.  Herod the 
Great established his authority and influence through a centralized 
bureaucracy, well-built fortresses and foreign soldiers.  The territories under 
Herod’s rule experienced economic and cultural growth.  His business and 
organizational ability led to the construction of many important buildings.  His 
major building project was the Temple in Jerusalem, which, according to John 
2:20, took 46 years to build.  The Jews would say this was his most 
outstanding achievement. 
 
At times Herod implemented his policies with force and cruelty.  His increasing 
fear of Jewish revolt led to the suppression of any opposition.  His problems 
also increased; his kingdom began to decline by 14 B.C.  He murdered his wife 
and sons to hold on to power.  People would say, “It is better to be Herod’s hog 
than to be his son.” 
 
By the way, why can’t you play hockey with pigs?  They always hog the puck. 
 
As Herod’s health worsened, an intense power struggle emerged within the 
family, and his ten marriages and 15 children added fuel to the fire.  To ensure 
Herod’s continued rule, he slaughtered all male infants who might be potential 
competitors for his throne.  These murders became known as the Massacre of 
the Innocents. 
 



We should not be surprised by Herod’s reaction to the news that the king of the 
Jews was born.  He saw Jesus not as a golden opportunity to have a 
relationship with the one true God but simply as a threat to his power.  He 
gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years 
old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.  In 
other words, Jesus was not a newborn baby when the Magi or wise men came 
to visit Him. 
 
This same attitude motivates the hatred of Jesus and the persecution of His 
followers today.  Where you find power-hungry people that feel threatened by 
another king, you see the persecuted church. 
 
D.L. Moody (1837-1899) concluded, “God sends no one away empty except 
those who are full of themselves.” 
 
Have you stopped to consider the power and authority of the king of the Jews 
that was born in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago?  Do you feel threatened by Him, 
or do you welcome His complete supremacy in your life? 
 
People respond to Jesus in different ways, like the: 
Angry Enemy 

Casual Onlooker 
 

 
 
The religious leaders were not interested enough to check out the stir from the 
reports about the possible birth of the Messiah.  They were preoccupied with 
their agendas and traditions. 
 
Even though the religious leaders knew the Scriptures forward and backward, 
inside and out, they overlooked the significance of the One born just down the 
road.  They followed in Herod’s footsteps when they realized that Jesus 
threatened their power and influence.  Their niceness eventually turned to 
nastiness.  It took them more than 30 years to realize just how significant – 
and threatening – this Jesus is. 
 
It is no coincidence that our culture focuses much more on Christmas than 
Easter.  The baby in the manger is way easier to embrace than the mutilated 
and humiliated man hanging on the cross.  After all, who doesn’t like a baby?  
Who doesn’t like a good man, a prophet or a teacher? 
 
Jesus asked His disciples in Matthew 16:15, “But what about you?  Who do 



you say I am?” NIV 
 
He asks you and me that same question today.  Who do you say Jesus is?  How 
does the answer to this question affect you? 
 
People respond to Jesus in different ways, like the: 
Angry Enemy 
Casual Onlooker 

Serious Seeker 
 

 
 
Have you noticed that since everyone has a smartphone camera these days, no 
one talks about seeing UFOs as they did years ago? 
 
Astrology had become popular through the “science” of the East, and everyone 
agreed that the best astrologers lived in the East.  The Greeks and Romans 
respected the “Magi,” Persian astrologers skilled in predicting the future.  The 
Law and the Prophets prohibited such prediction from signs (Deuteronomy 
18:11; cf. Isaiah 2:6; 47:11-15), prescribing prophecy from God’s servants 
instead (Deuteronomy 18:15). 
 
Astronomers have offered various proposals for the appearance of this star in 
the first decade before Christ’s birth.  The ancients thought comets and falling 
stars predicted the fall of rulers; some emperors even banished from Rome 
astrologers who issued such predictions.  Many Jewish people accepted the 
idea by this time that the stars could accurately predict the future.  Even 
though these Magi were pagans with an unorthodox worldview, God chose to 
reveal His Son to them.  Thus began a trend throughout the life of Christ. 
 
For the last three years of His life in public ministry, Jesus tried neither to 
appease His enemies nor to win over casual onlookers; instead, He sought out 
those whose hearts and minds were open to Him.  As a result, He became 
known as a friend of tax collectors and sinners (Matthew 11:19). 
 
The magi opened their treasures when they found the greatest treasure of all.  
Wise men still seek Him. 
 
How badly do you want to know Jesus?  Is this pursuit a hobby, a tradition or 
a lifelong passion? 
 
People respond to Jesus in different ways, like the: 



Angry Enemy 

Casual Onlooker 

Serious Seeker 
 
Jesus is waiting for those who are desperate to find Him. 
 

 
 


