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JOHN



• hope, peace, joy & love  

• medieval: death, judgement, heaven & hell  

• John the Baptist: two Sundays 

• “among those born of women there has not 
risen anyone greater than John the Baptist” 
(Matthew 11:11) 

Advent



• v. 2: “the word of God” comes to him, in “the 
wilderness.”  

• it is through the wilderness that the people 
of God return to God  

• Matthew 3:4: clothing of camel hair; food of 
locusts and honey 

• Clothing of repentance 

• Rejection of any food luxury

John the Baptist



• Overall ministry, vs. 3: “preaching a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.”  

• Repentance requires a change of 
behaviour 

• Luke: the gospel is repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins to all nations

John the Baptist



• Luke 24:46-49: He told them, “This is what is 
written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day, and repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things. I am going to 
send you what my Father has promised; but 
stay in the city until you have been clothed 
with power from on high.”

John the Baptist



• v. 4: fulfilling prophecy from Isaiah 40 

• Valleys being raised up, mountains being 
made low 

• 7-9: John’s general message of repentance 

• 10-14: John’s social message 

• 15-18: John’s preaching about the Messiah 

John the Baptist



• “We have Abraham as our father” 

• Will not exempt them

7-9: Repentance



• v.11: share with those who have none, 
everyone is fed; v.13: not gouge people;  
v.14: stop blackmailing, extorting, harassing  

• Foretaste of the Early Church in Acts 2 

• The gospel has social implications  

• Magnificat: Luke 1:52-53: He has brought 
down rulers from their thrones, but has lifted 
up the humble. He has filled the hungry with 
good things, but has sent the rich away 
empty.

10-14: social message



• Judgment, baptism of the Holy Spirit, fire 

• Tongues of fire - Acts 2 

• Look forward to the second-coming of Christ 

• Fleming Rutledge, Advent: The Once and Future 
Coming of Jesus Christ  

• Maranatha - Come, Lord Jesus! 

• “is certainly not a prayer for Jesus to come again 
as a helpless baby; it is a longing cry of God’s 
people for him to return in power and glory…”

15-18: the Messiah



• Fleming Rutledge: “…the image of Jesus as 
the cosmic Judge who will ultimately come 
again to put an end to all sin and wickedness 
forever is not so frightening to the poor and 
oppressed of the earth as it is to those who 
have a lot to lose.”  

• The fruit of repentance is caring for the poor 
and the marginalized and being valley 
raisers. 

15-18: the Messiah



• V.9: “the ax is already at the root of the 
trees” - there is a power outside of us at 
work 

• He will change us and mold us to be more 
like Christ 

The good news…



• Repent: turn away from selfishness and turn 
toward the Kingdom of God 

• Recognize our need for forgiveness for sin  

• Pray for the Holy Spirit to work in our lives  

• Maranatha – Come, Lord Jesus

In closing…


