
WORSHIP:  
Option 1: In person gathering — assign someone 
to lead in worship or play two praise & worship 
songs from You Tube. 
Option 2: Online gathering , at a public place, 
at the park, school campus or café — Ask three 
to four people to share testimonies of answered 
prayers or ask the question: What are you 
thankful to God about this past week?  

Title:  Trailblazers—  BOW DOWN OR BURN!                           Date: November 06, 2022 

Main Text: Daniel 3: 13-26 NLT  
Key Verses: vv.16-18 
Quote: “To fear the Lord, means to love God so much 
we are afraid to be away from Him. We love Him and 
value His presence above all. Out of reverence for 
Him, we choose to love what He loves and hate what 
He hates. So we rather displease others than dis-
please God. In the end, the fear of the Lord can be 
identified by one simple thing: obedience." John Bevere, 
Author of The Fear of the Lord 

Leader’s Notes: 
1. Start and end on time. 
2. Facilitate discussions. 
3. Give all attendees opportunities to share. 
Encourage participation.  
4. Remind everyone that whatever shared in the 
group will be kept within the group.  
5. Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit if there’s some-
one who you can lead to receive Jesus as Lord 
and Savior and be born again. 

WORD: Note: LG leader— Please read Daniel 3 before the gathering.  
Background: The king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, had a 90 ft gold statue made 
and afterward made a decree that at the sound of musical instruments, all should 
bow to the ground to worship the gold statue. Anyone who refuses to obey would 
immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace. So when the musical instruments 
sounded, all bowed to the ground and worshipped the gold statue, except the 
three young Jewish men who were high officials in the province of Babylon. This 
was reported to the king and the three men were brought to face punishment in 
the fiery furnace, even heated seven times hotter!   
Three reasons for their remarkable courage as Trailblazers: 
1. They feared no one but God - No threat from anyone, not even from King Nebu-
chadnezzar, the most powerful man alive at that time, can make them cower in 
fear. They even gave a respectful response to the king's ultimatum.  
Read Daniel 3:16-17 
Their submission and respect for the king didn't change. They just couldn't obey 
him when it comes to worshiping the gold image. The three young men were 
charged with disregard to the King’s command and not bowing down to his golden 
statue. These young men knew God is the only one we should ultimately fear.. no 
one else! 
Application:  
Like the three young men, when situations come that we face temptations to com-
promise, let’s pray for great courage to stand up based on our biblical convictions.  
Q: What is your understanding of the “fear of the Lord?”  
2. They were confident in God's ability to save. Read Daniel 3:17 
"If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save 
us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty." v.17 
There was no doubt in their hearts and minds, that God can do anything! To 
these young men, God will freeze the hottest furnace to rescue His friends even if 
the King made the furnace heated seven times. They believed God is able to save 
them! (Read Psalm 23:4). The chief of staff gave the Babylonian names Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego to replace their covenant Hebrew names. Hananiah 
means “Yahweh protects”, Mishael, “Who is like the mighty One” and to  Azariah 
“Yahweh will help.” NO WONDER THEY WERE CONFIDENT!  
Application:  
Parents (and would be parents) have a God-given responsibility to prepare our chil-
dren for their God-given future. Because of their knowledge of God as influenced 
by their parents, these three Hebrew men knew who God is and what He can do 
for those who are faithful to Him.  
Q: Growing up, who influenced you the most about knowing and loving God?  
3. They knew God alone is God.  
"But even if He doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will 
never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.” v.18 
The foundation of Jewish theology is the truth that the LORD, Yahweh, or Jehovah 
is God alone. There is no other god besides Him. Because of the knowledge that 
these three Jewish friends had that the God they worship is the only true and living 
God, they would never compromise their faith and worship other gods. For these 
three young men, they determined that even if God will not deliver them from the 
fiery furnace, they would rather die than worship false gods. One thing is non-
negotiable: they will not bow down to this image, they’d rather BURN THAN 
BOW!  
Conclusion: This story of courage and loyalty showcased the greatness of God and 
glorified Him in the end. The ultimate goal of faith in God is for God to be glorified. 
Read: Daniel 3:27-30 NLT 
The king and his officials witnessed the full extent of the miracle God. These three 
men were never harmed by the intense heat and the flames. Their hair had not 
been singed and not even the smell of smoke was detected in their bodies. It was a 
display of total deliverance by God! What burned in the flames? The ropes that 
bound them! 
In the end, the men were promoted to higher positions after their courageous defi-
ance of Nebuchadnezzar's command to worship the gold statue. There may not be 
a similar promotion in our lives today, but the ultimate promotion when we make a 
courageous stand for God is to be instrumental in glorifying God on earth. In His 
time, we will eventually be promoted to glory, to live in God's presence in eternity. 

WELCOME: Greet everyone. Introduce 
yourself. Acknowledge guests/first-time 
visitors. Ask the group to take turns intro-
ducing themselves. 
Intro: People in countries like Iran, China 
and Russia (to name a few) are taking to the 
streets in defiance of their authoritarian 
rulers. Many have suffered physical harm 
while others died as their government used 
brutal tactics to quell the uprisings. Will you 
still live for God if you live in these coun-
tries? 
Ice Breaker on Courage: The Army of the 
Lord 
A friend in front of me was coming out of 
the church one day, and the preacher was 
standing at the door as he always did to 
shake hands. He grabbed my friend by the 
hand and pulled him aside. Then the pastor 
said to him, “You need to join the Army of 
the Lord!” The friend replied, “I’m already 
in the Army of the Lord, Pastor.” Pastor 
questioned him, “How come I don’t see you 
except at Christmas and Easter?” He whis-
pered back, “I’m in the secret service.” 
https://ncfieldfamily.org/nc-living/jokes/on
-the-lighter-side-9/ 


