
appears 96 times in scripture, primarily in New Testament
Literally speaking = "Good News"
3 Parts to a good news story: 1) Event 2) Backstory 3) Implications
Theologically speaking = "the good news of God's plan of salvation of humanity through Jesus
Christ.' 
Jesus spoke of the Gospel in relation to "the Kingdom of God" - Mark 1:14,15
Gospel: Declaration of the reign of a new King

Incarnation / Crucifixion / Resurrection / Exaltation / Consumation

Humanity created & designed in the image of God to lead, govern & oversee as His
representatives - Genesis 1:27,28
Abraham & descendents (Israel) called to model following God as King - Genesis 22
Israel demands to be governed by human kings like the surrounding nations - 2 Samuel 8
God inserts himself through Jesus into the lineage of human kings in Israel's history - Luke
2:32,33

Sermon Notes, December 18, 2022
Text: Matthew 2:1-18

Introduction
What is the GOSPEL? Technically speaking it is simply "good news”. Theologically speaking, it is
the "good news of Jesus Christ.” But what is this good news? Do we understand it fully and
completely or do we only understand it in part? Over the past 3 weeks we have been unwrapping
the layers of God’s gift to us, wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in the manger - Jesus: Son of
God, Immanuel, Saviour of the world - today as we wrap up our Unwrapped series, we examine
the most important layer of them all - Jesus Christ our King.

"“Christmas, in all its beautiful packaging, wonder and mystery, still needs to be unwrapped to
discover & experience the gift of God that lies under all the layers of festivity.” - Luke 2:12

What is the "Gospel"?

The New Testament narrative of Jesus our King & his Kingdom

Matthew's Gospel: The "King Jesus gospel"

Scripture doesn't call us to sit in condemnation and judgment of others, but to realize that we are
not always that much different: the power struggle for leadership of our lives 

God's design for the rulership of our lives:

Herod's response: OPPOSITION
Religious leaders' response: INDIFFERENCE
Wisemen's response: WORSHIP

UNWRAPPED: Week 4 "Christ our King" -  Pastor Jeremy Bates



Life Group Discussion

Herod - OPPOSITION
Religious Leaders - INDIFFERENCE
Wisemen - PURSUE & WORSHIP 

Warm-Up: 
The wisemen travelled 1000Km's to find the baby Jesus. What is your favourite Christmas travel memory? 

Study & Discussion:

1) What resonated with you from the sermon? What challenged or surprised you? What questions do you
have? 

2) Read Matthew 2:1-18

 

3) Over the past few weeks, we have examined the layers of God's gift to us in Jesus: Son of God,
Immanuel, Saviour, King - which of these attributes do you tend to focus on and connect with the most?

4) Read Mark 1:14,15 & Luke 2:32,33 - Why is it important that our presentation of the "gospel" includes
more than relationship, forgiveness and salvation? Why is kingship central to the gospel message? 

5) Herod's story presents 3 different responses to Jesus' kingship and desire to sit on the throne of our
lives - which ones have you associated with throughout the different points of your life?

PRAYER:
 


