
 

 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 

our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

STAND 

OFFERING                            Hymn #247 “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Eternal God, 

you make the desert bloom 

and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 

and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. 

We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING                 Hymn #253 “He Came Down” v. 4 
(Saturday) Mark & Lisa Zanin  

(Sunday) The Raszkiewicz Family: Dave, Stephanie, Alex 

STAND 

GATHERING 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever. 

Amen. 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

Let us confront our sins, 

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

  

God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. 

We prepare for war instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation. 

Purify us with your refining fire 

and set us again on your way of love, 

that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us. 

Amen. 

People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, 

a tender branch, 

a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord.    

Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG          Hymn #289 “Angels We Have Heard on High”  
 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

All are welcome at St. Mary’s!  

• Please respect the beauty of reverence and quiet reflection as we prepare for 
worship. Turn off phones or silence them. 

• We practice open communion, which means you need not be a member or a 
Lutheran, you need only believe in Jesus and wish to commune. Gluten free 
wafers are available. Communion will be celebrated at the altar steps or at 
the communion rail by Communion Assistants. If you are unable to come 
forward for communion, please tell the usher and it will be brought to you in 
your seat. 

    St. Mary’s Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

www.stmaryslutheran.org 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

Saturday, December 17th & Sunday, December 18th, 2022 

(SAT) KYRIE                                                                              (ELW p. 147) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace 

and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we 

may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

SIT 

WORD   

(SUN) CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  

“A Night Like No Other” See Page 6 

(SAT)  SERMON 
 

STAND 

(SAT) HYMN OF THE DAY    Hymn #242 

 “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
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SATURDAY SCRIPTURES  

                                                                                  Pew Bible Page  

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16                                       (pg. 554) 

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to 
King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and 
kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human 
attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is 
the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7                                  (pg. 913-914) 

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s 
opening he introduces himself as an apostle divinely appointed to spread 
God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, 
and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all 
nations, including his Roman audience. 
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

STAND 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                        “Alleluia” (ELW p. 151)  

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25                                                (pg.783) 

The holy gospel according Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who 
adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of David and 
obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 
The gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SIT 

http://www.stmaryslutheran.org/


PREFACE 

ACCLAMATION AND AMEN                        “Holy, Holy, Holy” (ELW p. 153) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 

SIT 

COMMUNION 

COMMUNION SONG                                      “Lamb of God” (ELW p. 154) 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN                              Hymn #248 “People, Look East” 
 

STAND 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Faithful God, 

in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 

bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 

As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 

sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 

Guide us toward your promised future, 

coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you 

sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set 

forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick, 

homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                   Hymn #290 “Go Tell it on the Mountain”  

A Night Like No Other 
2022 Children’s Christmas Program 

 

“Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”                                                        Hymn 283 

Children sing verse 1 & Congregation sings verses 2 & 3 

Opening Prayer                             Stephanie Raszkiewicz  

Children Speaking                        Lilly, Makenna, Dorian, Emma, Alex, Kelly 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                                               Children sing 

Children Speaking                       Jackson, Lilly, Hailey, Emma 

Luke 2:1-7                                          Cedar & Marielle 

Children Speaking                               Makenna, Olivia, Cedar 

“Away in a Manger”                                                                 Children sing  

Children Speaking                                       Hailey, Lilly, Olivia 

Luke 2:9-13                                        Alex, Hailey, Kelly 

Children Speaking                  Dorian, Cedar, Makenna, Emma 

“Silent Night”                                                    Hymn 281 

Children sing verse 1 & Congregation sings verses 2 & 3 

Children Speaking                          Alex, Kelly, Olivia, Marielle 

Prayer                                              Michelle Fonk 

“Joy to the World”                                                    Hymn 267 

Children sing Verse 1 & Congregation sings verses 2 & 3  
 

Mary........................................................................Alex Raszkiewicz 

Joseph...........................................................................Dorian Gifford 

Wiseman......................................................................Lilly DeFranco 

Wiseman...................................................................Makenna Plotner 

Wiseman...........................................................................Emma King 

Cow...............................................................................Leo DeFranco 

Shepherd.................................................................... Jackson Kueker 

Shepherd....................................................................Ethan DeFranco 

Angel......................................................................... Kelly Borchardt 

Angel........................................................................Hailey Borchardt 

Angel.............................................................................. Olivia Rader 

Angel.....................................................................Marielle Jorgenson 

Angel………………………………………...……Cedar Williamson 

 

 

Michelle Fonk....................................................Program Coordinator 

Stephanie Raszkiewicz.......................................Sunday School Lead 

Lara Rader....................................................................Helping Hands 

Emily Fonk..................................................................Helping Hands 

Ellie Fonk………………………………………….…Helping Hands 

Charlotta Jonsson.........................................................Helping Hands 

Kim Frost……………….............................................Helping Hands 

Joshua Manjarrez………............................................................Piano 

Deb Black...................................................................................Organ 

Adam Fonk...................................................................................Tech  

Kristopher Twadell..……………………………………………Tech 

DISMISSAL 

We are God's People. 

Followers of Jesus Christ. 

Gifted by the Spirit. 

Go Pray. Go Love. Go Serve. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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THIS WEEKEND’S WORSHIP LEADERS 

INTERIM PASTOR: Pastor Kathy Brown 

SOUND/VIDEO:  Kristofer Twadell, SMLC Technician 

PIANO/ORGAN: Deb Black 

SATURDAY 

ASSISTING MINISTER:  Tim Somers 

READER:  Steve Hartfield 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Lisa & Mark Zanin 

USHERS: Bob VanBendegom, Dale Brandes, Sandy Benson 

HOSPITALITY: The VanBendegoms, Lana Woller, and/or  

Sandy Benson 

SUNDAY  

ASSISTING MINISTER:  Harold Frush 

READERS:  The Sunday School Children of St. Mary’s Lutheran 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: Stephanie Raszkiewicz, 

Ministry Lead 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Andrea Beer, Andy Schroeder,  

Sharon Corso 

GREETERS:  Patricia & Brian Mason 

USHERS: Gary Rice, Ralph Tollas, Carole Scotese, Dave 

Raszkiewicz, Dan Neururer and/or Doug Derginer 

HOSPITALITY: THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN/FAMILIES 
 

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
husband, Jim Hammelev, by his wife, Florence. 

 

Next weekend’s Christmas altar flowers are the Memorial Poinsettias. If you 
ordered a plant, please plan on taking it with you after worship on 12/24 or 12/25. 

 

We extend our deepest sympathies to the family of Kenneth Hagen, 
husband of Carolyn Hagen, who passed away on  

Sunday, December 11,2022. May he rest in peace with his Lord.  
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