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Peace Lutheran Church + ELCA + Menomonie, WI 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
Worship with Holy Communion  
9 a.m. Sunday, December 18, 2022 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
INVOCATION  
We gather in the name of God, the Creator of Light; + Jesus, the Light of the World; and 
the Holy Spirit, the Light who illumines our path. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
In this season of light, let us go before God and confess how our words and actions 
contribute to the darkness instead of adding to the light.   
God of Love and Light, 
We confess that we are not always the light-bearers you desire us to be.  We shine 
a spotlight on the transgressions of others while trying to keep our own sins 
hidden in the dark. We burn bridges by being impatient, opinionated and 
judgmental. We inflame others by lashing out in anger. We go through our days 
enveloped in the gloom of fear and doubt. We let our witness become a smoldering 
ember until it dies out completely. 
 
Forgive us Jesus, Everlasting Light. Come to us, abide with us, our Lord, 
Emmanuel. Teach us to walk as children of light, surrounded by your love, 
forgiveness and healing. We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
God is light, and in God there is no darkness as all.  If we walk in the light as God is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from 
all sin.   
Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you! 
Let us sing together: 
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ADVENT KYRIE + Tune: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

ADVENT GLORY TO GOD + Tune: Angels We Have Heard on High  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH + WEEK FOUR: THE CANDLE OF LOVE 
Last Sunday we lit the candle of Hope, remembering the hope which comes in Christ, 
the candle of Peace, remembering God’s dream of a peaceful world, and the candle of 
Joy, remembering the Spirit within us who brings joy. Today we light the fourth candle of 
Advent, the candle of Love. (Light the Candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love)  
 

Scripture tells us “There is no fear in love, for perfect love casts out fear.” (1 John 4:18). 
God created this world in love and this world will end in the love of God. God’s love 
pervades all aspects of this life. From birth to death, pain to delight, strangers to lovers, 
God’s love is there. We light this candle in Love.   
On this day, we remember that God is Love.  
 

THE FIRST READING + Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In 
response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds 
Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only 
source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 
 

10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 
test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM:  “ O Holy Christ, in Love Come Down”   
                   Words by John Parker; Music by Joel Raney     (Words are printed on last page of your bulletin) 
 

THE GOSPEL + Matthew 1:18-25 
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten 
child into the family of David and gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 
The Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord. 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But 
just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you 
are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took 
place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:           
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23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no 
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON: “Jesus, The Peace Child” 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy  Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
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and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Include in our prayers:   Sharon Becker, Tillie Hotchkiss, Duane Mittlestadt, Marian Ford, 

Nancy Kinsman, Bob Kinsman, Peter Hybben, Gina Fahl, Ron Rodey, Steve Kothlow, Jeannine 

Peterson and Dave Peterson 
 

OFFERING 
                                                                                                                                                        
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together: 
God of Light, our world is a very dark place. Therefore, we offer the gifts our 
ourselves, our time and our resources, trusting you will use them to set the world 
aglow with your loving presence. May our offerings continue to shine brightly 
before others so they may see our good works and give glory to you. We ask this 
in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord is with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

At the beginning of creation God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. God saw 
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. In ancient times 
God also led the Israelites through the desert with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of 
fire by night. The priests of old also kept a perpetual fire burning in the Temple to remind 
us that God is a light who cannot be extinguished. 
 
Finally Jesus, the Word, who was with God since the beginning of creation, became flesh 
and lived among us. We have seen his glory shining in our world, full grace and truth.  
Christ's light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. This same 
light has commanded us not to hide our light under a bushel basket, but to put it on a 
lamp stand so that everyone can see it. With our lights burning brightly, we now join the 
saints and angels in a hymn of praise to God, the Everlasting Light. 
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ADVENT HOLY, HOLY, HOLY + Tune: Bring a Torch Jeanette, Isabella 

  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us join in singing our Advent Lamb of God. 
 
ADVENT LAMB OF GOD + Tune: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 
 
WE RECEIVE THE GIFT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AND BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  
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Jesus, our bright Morning Star, we give you thanks that you have fed us well through the 
bread and wine of your Supper. May it enable us to shine brightly in all the dark places 
of our world with your love, justice and peace. We ask this in your holy name. Amen. 
 
Friends in Christ, receive this blessing: May God the Eternal Word, who dwells with us 
in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, + bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

 
SENDING SONG  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Peace Lutheran Church 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
9 a.m. Sunday, December 18, 2022 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you to Pastor Jon Becker for leading our worship today! 

Thank you to our volunteers today: 
Reader:  Kevin Hintzman  
Ushers:   Marlene Schultz and Kevin Hintzman 
Offering Helpers:  Curt Hagberg and Tom Johnson  

 

Altar flowers are in Memory of Esther Bird who passed away 25 years ago from Bill and family. 

Announcements: 

• Today Peace Lutheran Church Christmas Party   

After worship:  10 to noon.   

Chili Feed, Hot Cocoa bar and Cookie decorating.                                   

Ugly Christmas sweaters encouraged. 
 

• Council:   Jodi Bird, Council President 

• Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship at 3p.m. and 5:30 p.m.  

• No worship on Christmas Day 

• Other Announcements 

 
Choir Anthem: “O Holy Christ, in Love Come Down” 
 

Christ, in love come down to where we dwell in shadows dim,  
and shine your light of grace around for we are lost and bound by sin.   
O holy Christ come down 
 

O holy Christ, in love come down for hope is spent and gladness gone.   
Return us the radiant should of thankful voice and cheerful song.  
O holy Christ come down 
 

Come down!   Come down!   
Tempest all around by your quiet humble birth.  
O holy Christ come down!  Come down!   
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Peace Lutheran Church 

Christmas Party 

December 18,2022 

 
10:00 – 12:00 

Chili Feed 

Hot Cocoa bar 

Cookie Decorating 
 
Wear those Ugly Christmas Sweaters 
 


