A Life Without God!
James 4:13-17

James is providing evidence of how to know if our faith is genuine and warning against self-deception. But he now highlights an issue so potentially destructive it can sabotage all God has planned for us. Pride is the enemy of grace! 

I. The Basic Nature of Pride:
A.  Stealthy -

B.  Multi-faceted -

C.  Common Denominator - 

Practical Atheist = One who, professes ________ in God, but lives their life with no _________________ for Him.

II. How to be A Practical Atheist: 
A. You Presume (arrogance) vv.13-14 - 

B. You Boast (pridefulness) v.16 -

C. You Choose (disobedience) v.17 -

Practicing Theist = One who truly ____________ in God    and lives their life _________________________ Him.

III.  How to be A Practicing Theist:
A. Acknowledge God’s Sovereignty (v.15) -
1. Future 

2. Deo Volente

B. Commit My Plans to God (v.15) -
1. Prayer 

2. Acceptance

3. Praise 

James is saying it’s possible to subtly begin to push God out of the picture and live as though we do not need Him. We then sadly forfeit His guidance and His grace!
Going Deeper:

1. Do you personally know someone who is an atheist or an agnostic? How does their belief or lack of belief impact or effect their lives?

2. James addresses the fragility of life (v.14b); “a mist that appears for a while and then vanishes”. Can you see why the temporal nature of life makes our acknowledgement of God so important? 

3. Can you think of ways that, even though we believe in God, we may tend to live our lives in ways that do not acknowledge His Lordship and control?

4. Why does God’s omniscience play such a crucial part in making our plans subject to His will and control? Do you find yourself planning as though you know what tomorrow will bring?

5. Can you think of several subtle ways that pride can manifest itself in our lives? Do you think we are ever immune to pride’s influence on us?

6. Personal: Do you ever feel like you have been living your life as a “practical atheist”? Have you subtly stopped acknowledging the Lordship of Christ in your daily walk? 

Questions for Our Kids:  

1. Do you know anyone who always brags about what they can do? Why do you think they feel like they have to do this?

2. Who is the most important person in your life? Of course Mom and Dad are very important, but do you know God wants to be the most important One in your life?   

3. What are the ways we can tell God that He is very, very important to us? How can we show Him He’s the Boss/King of our lives? 
 
