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Joy To The World 
Isaac Watts 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come

Let earth receive her King

Let every heart prepare Him room

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing


Joy to the world! The Savior reigns

Let men their songs employ

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy


No more let sins and sorrows grow

Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make His blessings flow

Far as the curse is found

Far as the curse is found

Far as, far as the curse is found


He rules the world with truth and grace

And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of His love

And wonders of His love

And wonders, wonders of His love
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Call to Worship 
Adapted from Isaiah 35. 
Please participate by reading the underlined portions. 

The desert and the parched land will be glad!  The wilderness will rejoice 
and blossom!  It will rejoice greatly and shout for joy!


Then the eyes of the blind will be opened.  The ears of the deaf 
unstopped.  The lame will leap like deer.  The mute tongue will 
shout for joy.   

Water will gush forth in the wilderness.  Streams will come in the desert.  
The burning sand will become a pool.  The thirsty ground will become 
bubbling springs.  Your God will come to save you.  He will come with 
vengeance and divine retribution.


The Lord will bring back those that he has rescued.  They will enter 
Zion with singing.  Everlasting joy will crown their heads.  Gladness 
and joy will overtake them.  Sorrow will flee away. 
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Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
Henry Jackson van Dyke, Ludwig van Beethoven 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee

God of glory, Lord of love

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee

Opening to the sun above

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness

Drive the dark of doubt away

Giver of immortal gladness

Fill us with the light of day


All Thy works with joy surround Thee

Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays

Stars and angels sing around Thee

Center of unbroken praise

Field and forest, vale and mountain

Flowery meadow, flashing sea

Singing bird and flowing fountain

Call us to rejoice in Thee


Thou art giving and forgiving

Ever blessing, ever blessed

Wellspring of the joy of living

Ocean depth of happy rest

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother

All who live in love are Thine

Teach us how to love each other

Lift us to the joy divine


Mortals, join the happy chorus

Which the morning stars began

Father love is reigning over us

Brother love binds man to man

Ever singing, march we onward

Victors in the midst of strife

Joyful music leads us sunward

In the triumph song of life


Pastoral Prayer 
Please take whatever posture makes you comfortable.  (Stand, sit, kneel, etc.) 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O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Phillips Brooks, Lewis Redner 

O little town of Bethlehem

How still we see thee lie

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

The silent stars go by

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

The everlasting Light

The hopes and fears of all the years

Are met in thee tonight


For Christ is born of Mary

And gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep

Their watch of wondering love

O morning stars together

Proclaim the holy birth

And praises sing to God the King

And Peace to men on earth


How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is given

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of His heaven

No ear may hear His coming

But in this world of sin

Where meek souls will receive him still

The dear Christ enters in


O holy Child of Bethlehem

Descend to us, we pray

Cast out our sin and enter in

Be born to us today

We hear the Christmas angels

The great glad tidings tell

O come to us, abide with us

Our Lord Emmanuel
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Statement of Faith 
Bible 

We believe that all of the Bible, consisting of the 66 books of the Old 
and New Testaments, is the inspired and sovereignly preserved Word of 
God.  It is without error, sufficient, and serves as the final authority for 
our faith and practice.
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Angels We Have Heard On High 
James Chadwick, Edward Shippen Barnes 

Angels we have heard on high

Sweetly singing o'er the plain

And the mountains in reply

Echoing their joyous strains


Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be?

Which inspire your heavenly songs?


Come to Bethlehem and see

Him whose birth the angels sing

Come, adore on bended knee

Christ the Lord, the newborn King


See Him in a manger laid

Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid

With us sing our Savior's birth
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Mark 1:12-13 

12 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13 And he 
was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was 
with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.
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Notes 
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Go Tell It on the Mountain 
John W. Work 

Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
Go tell it on the mountain  
That Jesus Christ is born 

While shepherds kept their watching 

Over silent flocks by night

Behold throughout the heavens

there shone a holy light


The shepherds feared and trembled

When lo, above the earth

Rang out the angel chorus

That hailed our Savior‘s birth


Down in a lowly manger

The humble Christ was born

And God sent us salvation

That blessed Christmas morn
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Benediction 

After the service, please stay a while and fellowship with us. We are so 
glad you’re here! 
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Visiting JRCC 
We are so glad that you are here!  We hope that your visit is 
encouraging to your soul.  Please fill out a Connect Card and 
drop it in the offering (or online), so that we can get to know you!


Membership at JRCC 
You are welcome to visit any time, but the best way to feel at 
home at JRCC is to become a member.  If you are interested in 
membership, or have questions, please let us know!


Children 
• Nursery (infants, up to age 3) is available during the service.

• Children’s Church (age 4 to 2nd grade) begins when the 

sermon begins.


Giving 
There are several ways to give to James River Community Church:

• In the offering box in the back of the sanctuary.

• Online or by mail, by visiting www.jrccsuffolk.org/give.

	 


Reflection Questions 
Questions to help you reflect on the sermon, or discuss it in 
community with others.


Contact 
If you have any questions, or if there is anything that we can do to 
serve you, please let us know.  We would love to hear from you!

• Church Office    -    office@jrccsuffolk.org

• Pastor    -    Ben LoPresti    -    ben.lopresti@jrccsuffolk.org


Announcements 
• Christmas


• December 24 - No service.

• December 25 - Corporate Worship Gathering, 11am.


• CAPS Night Stay

• January 6-7

• March 22-29


• Member Meeting - January 8

• Congregational Vote to affirm Member Covenant


• Sunday School semester begins January 8

• Crisis Pregnancy Center Baby Bottle Fundraiser


• January 22 - February 26

8909 Eclipse Drive

Suffolk, VA 23433


757-238-2477

www.jrccsuffolk.org



