
We acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional,  
ancestral and unceded lands of the Stó:lō peoples.  

May the living Christ lead us all on pathways of reconciliation and peace. 
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A Look Back, A Leap Forward  
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2022 has been a memorable year  
for St. Thomas Parish! 

 

You could even call this a watershed year. 
 

After months of lockdowns, closures, and other challenging 
pandemic restrictions, 2022 saw St. Thomas begin to 
experience a slow awakening from many trying setbacks. 
 

So, let’s celebrate our achievements over the past year and 
be grateful for all that we have to look forward to in 2023. 
 

To our clergy, wardens, and stalwart team of faithful 
volunteers, we owe it all to you! 
 

We cannot thank you enough because without you we 
don’t have a church!  
 

In this spirit, the following review is dedicated to God, our 
source of life and inspiration, and to you! 
 

Here are some highlights . . . 
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As 2022 began 
  

Holy Eucharist was limited to bread 
only for the congregation.  
 

Still, our parishioners felt the spirit 
and looked forward to what lay 
ahead as we forged on into Epiphany 
and Lent with hope and gratitude. 
 
 

Lent 2022:  
Covid 19 restrictions began lifting 
in BC and as HOLY WEEK 
approached, some long-awaited 
changes were on the horizon! 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

 

After Covid 19 restrictions 
eased in March, the first 
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
Group (organized by Wayne 
Adams) got together at 
Jimmy J’s on Saturday March 
19 and again on April 25.  
 

We had lost some past 
participants over differing circumstances, but this did not deter the 
spirit seen and felt at the gathering. The men like to pick a topic from 
participant suggestions and encourage all to offer their opinions or 
questions. “We may not always be right but do speak our thoughts.”  
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EASTER 2022 
 

Full communion 
is reinstated in time 

to celebrate the 

Resurrection of 
Our Lord  

 
 
 
 
Photo by Nancy Den Boesterd 
 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Returning April 24th: Coffee’s On! 
Thanks to our organizer Irene Tisdale with her team: Ted Tisdale and Bob Jantzen 

 

 
 
 
 

    It’s BACK! 
 
 

 

 
 

Starting with two Sundays each month 
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Outreach: The Swallowtail Ministry 
 

April 2022: 
St. Thomas is made 
an official recipient of 
Care+Share 
contributions 
through the Diocese 
of New Westminster 
during 2022. 
 

 

Funding is tied to the work of 
Swallowtail Society which aids  
people on the street through food  
ministry, safe shelter, clothing  
drives, and clinical counselling.  
 

 
 
 

 
Swallowtail is the 
inspired work of our 
congregants, Jolene 
and Jay Holland. 
 
 
Fr Allen & Jolene – the St. 

Thomas warm sock drive 
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Rev. Jennifer Burgoyne Retires May 31st  
 

For thirteen years, Rev. Jennifer was Deacon at St. 
Thomas. She oversaw many ministries, including 
weddings, Pastoral Care, and the Altar Guild. 
Jennifer was always ready to pitch in on any church 
project or event, including an award-winning 
collaboration with Troy Stevens on the St. Thomas 
140-Year History Book. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

St. Thomas welcomes Rev. Lorie Martin as 
Assistant Curate  

 

A newly ordained priest as of June 11, 
Reverend Lorie brings an abundance 
of spiritual gifts to St. Thomas, 
starting here on July 17, 2022. 
 

Lorie is an accomplished "spiritual 
practitioner," and is currently half 
time at St. Thomas, and half-time at St. 
Andrew, Langley.  
 

She accompanies people on the 
spiritual journey as priest, spiritual 
director, contemplative retreat leader, and is a leader with The Centre 
for Spiritual Renewal, initiated at St. Dunstan, Aldergrove.  
 

She is excited and grateful to be at St. Thomas!  
 

 

Visit loriemartin.com to explore her books and writings.  
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June 2022:  

Church social life sees a revival! 
  

Getting together, enjoying laughter, fellowship, maybe even hugs, and       
                                           getting to know each other just a little more . . . 

 

                                     June 18th – 8 am at Jimmy J’s 
                                                 

We are doing so well in attendance and 
fellowship once again, so let’s keep it up!!  
 

“Things like this bring a smile to your face 
and a warm feeling in your heart.”  

 
 

June 19th : 
 

FATHER’S DAY 
SOCIAL 

following church 
 
 
 

 

June 26th : 
 

“SUMMER 
BRUNCH” 

following church 
 

 
 

Thanks to Wayne Adams, Irene Tisdale, and team! 
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Social Coffee Hour returns for the Fall 

 
Thank you to all who attended on September 11th! You could 
certainly feel the love and warmth of our congregation when sitting in the 
gym of the hall enjoying the “Apple Crisp” and refreshments provided. 
Our committee, led by Irene, Bob, Barb, and David were very pleased with 
the turnout. 

It even surprised me somewhat that we were returning to pre-Covid 
times with such a huge turnout. It was great to see Father Allen able to 
attend as well. If all goes to plan, our clergy will be present every second 
month on the second Sunday. Our Curate, Lori Martin, will attend when 
she is at St. Thomas which has also contributed to our success this year.  

Wayne Adams  
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                   FALL Session: 
 

 
Thank you for helping us navigate these challenging times! 
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September 16, 2022:  

The addition of Friday morning services   
A time to connect, reflect, & explore Christian Practices  
 
 

10 am – Healing Eucharist 
10:30 – 11:30 am – “Circle of Grace” 
 

Followed by coffee & tea 
 

Led by Rev. Lorie Martin, the Friday morning 
service focuses on the healing power of the 
Eucharist, while also inviting the participants 
to experience a variety of Spiritual Practices in 
an atmosphere of acceptance and love. 

 

 
This fresh new worship 
series has been well-
received in the community, 
and we look forward to 
upcoming Friday mornings 
inspired by Rev. Lorie’s 
unique vision.  
 

Grace upon grace, 
  

the Reverend Lorie Martin 
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October 15, 2022:  

Harvest Dinner 
          A Multi-Generational Success  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organized 
by  
Irene 
Tisdale 
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October 16, 2022:  

Harvest Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
We give thanks for and to 
our Altar Guild: Jan 
Guretzki & Nancy Den 
Boesterd 

 
 
 
 
Photos by Nancy D. 
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November 5, 2022 

Wayne Adams inducted into The Order of 
Diocese of New Westminster 
 

 

On November 5,  
Wayne Adams (Rector’s 
Warden) joined some 
other distinguished 
members of St. Thomas 
parish  
 

(Donna Goldstone, Ted Tisdale, 
Don Rodger, Janice Guretzki , and 
Deb Edwards) 
 

into the Order of the 
Diocese of New 
Westminster (ODNW) 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO WAYNE! 
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Remembrance Sunday, November 13, 2022 
 

 
 

We honour Irma and Eric Cooper  
for 10 years of hospitality at St. Thomas! 

 

 
                                                                                                                   Photo by Deb Alford 
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   Our First Bi-monthly Sunday Brunch 
 

 
        Photos by Wayne Adams 

 

Nov. 13th: 
 
With both 
Fr. Allen  
and Rev. Lorie 
in attendance. 
 
(Next Brunch 
on January 15, 
2023) 
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More Exciting November News! 
 

We are 
pleased to 
announce  
the start 
of our 
new 
Children’s 
Ministry  

 

This ministry, named Godly 
Play, is a Montessori based 
approach to childhood spiritual 
development. Using storytelling, 
prayer, art, silence, and liturgy 
as an introduction to faith, 
children are invited to 
experience the wonders of the 
Great Christian Tradition.  
 

We thank Rev. Denise Doerksen who 
has been willing to work with and 
mentor people at St. Thomas to get 
this ministry established. 

 
Godly Play nurtures the spiritual lives of children by 
honouring their innate sense of the presence of God. 
 



17 

December 3rd & 4th  
 

We welcomed  
Bishop John Stephens! 
 

The weekend of December 3rd and 4th, the 
Clergy, Parish Council, and all who 
wanted to participate had the joy and 
privilege of visiting with Bishop John. It 
was a very cold night with the big 
Christmas Parade happening, but we had 
a very warm and valuable time of 
conversation and connecting. Bishop 
John led us through a time to look back at 
St. Thomas before the pandemic, explore 

what happened during the pandemic, and invited us to notice and name 
what is happening now. He was very encouraged that we persevered 
through some very tumultuous times and have landed in a solid place to 
move forward with our hopes and 
dreams at St. Thomas and beyond our 
walls to Chilliwack. 
  

On Sunday Morning, Bishop John 
thanked the clergy, wardens, and 
volunteers for their steadfast work 
and spiritual care at St. Thomas. He 
visited with as many people as he 
could, preached a heart-felt message 
inviting us to abide in God, and 
presided the Eucharist. 
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Bishop John’s presence was 
timely for our community as we 
received the message that 
Father Allen is moving to 
Victoria where both he and his 
wife, Rev. Denise, have been 
offered full-time jobs as rectors. 
We are very happy for them at 
this beautiful opportunity, yet 
our hearts are saddened as we 
let him go after his years of love 
and service here at St. Thomas. 
Bishop John reassured us that 
we will be led and cared for well.  
  

 
 

At the 
meetings 
Bishop John 
heard that 
“the light is 
back in our 
eyes” after 
what we 
hope is the 
worst of the 
pandemic, 
financial, 
and other 
challenges. 
 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in God by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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December 10:  

The First of our Special Saturday Services 
 

Family Fun Eucharist Service & Supper  
This multi-generation 
family Advent gathering 
encouraged kids to 
participate in the 
liturgy of the church, 
build into the 
community of faith, and 
establish a place of 
belonging in God’s 
family and at St. 
Thomas.  

 
It featured some get-
to-know-you games, 
a process over to the 
church for some 
repeat-after-me 
liturgy and a picnic 
style Eucharist, then 
return to the hall for 
activity stations and 
supper!  
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There were 18 children, 34 people 
in total who filled the sanctuary 
and hall with the bell ringing, 
candles all aglow, lots of laughter, 
singing, and repeat-after-me 
Eucharist prayers.   
 

We couldn’t have done it without 
the cooking and crafting of Irene 
and her family, and the strong 
support and help of our Wardens 
Wayne & Jan. Thanks to all who 
pitched in and those who came!  

 
Many were blessed and loved 
being at St. Thomas together. The 
next one is in February 2023!  
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♪ Our Music Ministry♫ 

 

♪We thank our faithful musicians Jan 
Guretzki, Gail Hampson, and Lesley 
MacMillan for a year of beautiful 
singing; plus the talents of Jennifer 
MacGregor, assistant director and 
keyboardist.  
 

♫Special thanks to 
Christine Millar, music 
director and keyboardist, 
for her expertise and 
leadership. 

 

Many thanks to our Audio-Visual Team: Ben, Steven, and Darlene 
 

And to our faithful service volunteers who read, greet, serve, assist 
with the Eucharist, count offerings, provide Sunday coffee and tea, 
we are a specially blessed church because of you! 
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We thank our Community Partners 
 
 
 

The Redemption 
Reformed Church  
that uses the Sanctuary 
and Hall on Sunday 
mornings and evenings. 
 
 
 

 
 
Fraser River CEC  
A lively weekday 
presence in the hall 
building; providing 
valuable childcare 
programs and services 
to our community.  
 
 

 
The Sisters in Serenity group that meets each 
Thursday at 7:30 pm. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Booklet layout and design by Gail Lefèvre, Parish Administrator 

I    St. Thomas! 
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Financial Update from our Treasurer,  
Ted Tisdale – December 2022 
 

Not that long ago, our giving was sufficient for the church’s 
operation including a full-time priest. Prior to Covid we had 85 people donating 
to the church. By 2022 that number has dwindled to 45.  
 

To help us understand the significance of this:  
• In 2019 people gave on average $1193/yr.  Some gave more and some less. 

But with that giving we were within $10,000 at breaking even.  
• In 2021 we had 45 givers who donated on average $2033/yr. If we 

maintained that level of giving with 85 donors, we would realize a surplus 
and could afford a full-time priest.  

• In the past we had substantial givers whose gifts would be tens of 
thousands. Unfortunately, most of these people are no longer with us.  

• The Daycare (new 4-year lease) and Reformed Church (new 1 year lease) 
are helping us today, paying approximately $80,000/yr. to rent our 
facilities. However, we still need to develop a long-term sustainable 
financial plan of giving to support our faith community.  

 

Financial support and encouragement from the Diocese recently: 
• We are awaiting to be awarded a Parish Development Grant of $10,000 for 

2023 and $5,000 for 2024 to develop a solid Spiritual Formation program for 
adults and for children. There is a strong desire in our communities for 
spiritual renewal and community connecting. Watch for new opportunities to 
learn, engage in spiritual practices, and welcome new people to St. Thomas! 

• We have been given a loan that enabled us to repair the roof on the hall.  
 

Our annual operating costs will be around $160,000.00 for 2023. We have the 
following additional expenses coming our way: 
• CEBA loan repayment (Gov’t financing during Covid) - $30,000 due Dec 

31/23. Re-payment has just started.  
• Hall Roof Replacement – We have started repayment on the Diocese loan of 

$886/month for the next 3 years. 
• Air Conditioning - $590/month. Only 6 more payments!  
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Here is our strategy: 
• Increase membership – goal of 85 giving units at average $2,000 year 

($175/month).  

• Increase our existing giving to implement new programs to encourage and 
allow for new membership growth. Please consider supporting this on the 
enclosed stewardship form.  

 

Looking ahead  
 

St. Thomas hopes to be a grateful recipient of a Parish Development Grant 
from the Diocese of New Westminster. This grant would go a long way in 
helping us continue to grow our congregation, Children and Youth 
Ministries, Pastoral Care, and other key ministries.  
 

With all the anticipated growth and renewal, heartfelt thanks to Wayne for 
overseeing our recent building improvements, a new roof and much-needed 
plumbing upgrade. 
 

In 2023, St. Thomas will celebrate 
our 150th Anniversary and Triple 
Jubilee! We will be planning lots of 
special moments to celebrate as a 
parish and in community with the city. 

  

We pray that with God’s help the momentum of 2022 will 

continue through 2023, bringing us closer together as a parish 
family and a community. 

 
 

 

 

Follow us on-line: 
 

facebook.com/stthomaschilliwack     www.stthomaschilliwack.com 


