
SERVICE OF

NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS

WITH THE CATHEDRAL CHOIR 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 AT 4:00PM

St. Paul’s Cathedral
472 Richmond Street London, ON N6A 3E5

Preludes  Music for Organ by J.S. Bach, D. Bédard, J. Brahms, & D. Buxtehude

Processional Hymn Once in Royal David’s City Please remain seated until verse 3

1. Solo
Once in Royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed;
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child

2. Choir
He came down to earth from heaven,
who is God and Lord of all;
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
withj the poor and mean and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.

3. All
And through all his wondrous childhood
He would honour and obey,
love, and watch the lowly maiden,
in whose gentle arms he lay;
Christian children all should be
mild, obedient, good as he.

4.
For he is our childhood's pattern,
day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feeleth for our sadness,
and he shareth in our gladness.

5.
And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love,
for that child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.

6.
Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God's right hand on high;
where like stars his children crowned
all in white shall wait around.

The congregation shall please remain standing for the Bidding Prayer. 

Bidding Prayer The Right Reverend Robert Bennett

Beloved in Christ, at this Christmas-tide let it be our care and delight to hear again
the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see
this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.



Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of
God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought
us by this Holy Child. But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole word; for peace
on earth and goodwill among all God's people; for unity within the church God came
to build, and especially in this our diocese, and in the city of London.
And because this would rejoice God's heart, let us remember in God's name, the
poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and them that
mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and the little children; all those who
know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart
of love.  
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another
shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope
was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one for
evermore.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of Heaven, in the
words which Christ hath taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Almighty God bless us with grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and
unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of angels bring us all. Amen.

Please be seated.

The First Lesson from Genesis 3:8-15 Read by Deacon Pat Henderson
God announces in the garden of Eden that the son of a woman shall bruise the serpent’s

head.

Choir Please remain seated.

This Is the Truth Sent from Above Ralph Vaughan Williams

The Second Lesson from Genesis 22:15-18 Read by Stephanie Allen
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be

blessed.

Hymn In the Bleak Midwinter Blue Book 122
Please stand to sing.

The Third Lesson from Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Read by The Rev. Canon Marian Haggerty
The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.

Choir Please remain seated.
 
Sussex Carol arr. Sir David Willcocks

The Fourth Lesson from Micah 5:2-5 Read by Pat Mack
The prophet Micah foretells the glory of Little Bethlehem.

Choir Please remain seated.

O Little Town of Bethlehem Sir Henry Walford Davies

The Fifth Lesson from St. Luke 1:26-35, 38 Read by The Rev. Dr. Virginia C. Lane
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Choir Please remain seated.

There Is No Rose John Joubert



The Sixth Lesson from St. Matthew 1:18-23 Read by Allan Nagata
Saint Matthew relates the birth of Jesus.

Hymn Away in a Manger Blue Book 126
Please stand to sing.

The Seventh Lesson from St. Luke 2:8-16 Read by The Rev. Michael DeKay
The shepherds go to the manger.

Hymn While Shepherds Watched Blue Book 136
Please stand to sing.

The Eighth Lesson from St. Matthew 2:1-11 Read by The Rt. Rev. Robert Bennett
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

Choir Please remain seated.

Ding! Dong! Merrily on High 16th Century, arr. Charles Wood

Please stand for the proclamation of the Gospel of the Incarnation.

The Ninth Lesson from St. John 1:1-14 Read by The Rt. Rev. Todd Townshend
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the incarnation, how the Word was made flesh

and dwelt among us.

Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful Blue Book 118
Please remain standing.

The Christmas Collect

Officiant The Lord be with you;
People And with thy spirit.
Officiant Let us pray.
 
O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only
Son, Jesus Christ: grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may
with sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

The Blessing The Right Reverend Todd Townshend

May he who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you
with the sweetness of inward peace and good will. And the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Postlude Fantasia on 'In Dulci Jubilo' J.S. Bach



Please join us for our Christmas Services

Christmas Eve – December 24

4:00 p.m. – Family Service with Holy Eucharist

7:00 p.m.  –  Holy Eucharist with Choir

11:00 p.m.  –  Holy Eucharist with Choir

Christmas Day – December 25

10:00 a.m. – Choral Holy Communion
(Book of Common Prayer)


