
Messiah  
“A Child of God” 
Matthew 2:13-23 

Reconnecting  
• Can anyone share one of their most meaningful Christmas 

memories? 

Create a Sacred Space 
This is the week of Love in the advent calendar. If you have advent candles, light the fourth one. 
 
We think of him as safe beneath the steeple,  
Or cosy in a crib beside the font,  
But he is with a million displaced people  
On the long road of weariness and want. 
For even as we sing our final carol  
His family is up and on that road, 
Fleeing the wrath of someone else's quarrel,  
Glancing behind and shouldering their load. 
Whilst Herod rages still from his dark tower,  
Christ clings to Mary, fingers tightly curled, 
The lambs are slaughtered by the men of power,  
And death squads spread their curse across the world. 
But every Herod dies, and comes alone  
To stand before the Lamb upon the throne. 

Refugee, A Sonnet by Malcolm Guite 
 
Whether we gather in person or online, our goal remains the same: to be a people apprenticed to the life of 
Jesus. His life and teaching are our example and our source of truth. Remember the commitments we make to 
each other to foster safety and freedom as we pursue spiritual growth together:  
• Whenever possible, please listen to the sermon prior to gathering (Sunday or online). 
• While we are meeting (even online), commit to focussing rather than multitasking. Be all here. 
• Give everyone an opportunity to share, even if it takes time to form or finish their thoughts.  
• Be respectful and non-judgmental. 
• Honour sharing boundaries (only what you have permission to share, no gossip) and guard confidentiality (what we 

share here stays here). 
• Don’t try to fix, problem-solve or rescue; point one another to the truths of the gospel.  

Listening to God’s Word 
Love. When we light the candle that represents “Love”, what are we referring to? What kind of 
love is this? To love one another can be much more difficult than we sometimes admit. 
Sometimes even loving the ones close to us can be challenging. Yet, Jesus teaches us to love our 
enemies. Love is rooted in God. In the birth of Christ Jesus, we look upon God’s great love and 
His promise to His people – redemption of the world. Let’s dive into the word and explore more 
of God’s love. 
 



Small Group Discussion 
• When was a time where you felt truly loved (either by a friend, family member, or by God)? 
• John 15:12 states “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.”  

o What does receiving the love of Christ look like? 
o How can we love others like God has loved us? Do we have the capacity to love like God 

has loved us? 
• Christ chose to reveal his love for humanity by humbly coming to earth as a baby. In The Brothers 

Karamazov, Dostoyevsky writes, ““At some thoughts one stands perplexed - especially at the sight 
of men's sin - and wonders whether one should use force or humble love. Always decide to use 
humble love. If you resolve on that, once and for all, you may subdue the whole world. Loving 
humility is marvellously strong, the strongest of all things, and there is nothing else like it.” 

o Why do you think humility gives love its strength? 
o When you think of the humble love of Jesus, what are the characteristics or examples that 

come to mind? 

• What are some practical steps we can take to show the humble love of Jesus to those around us? 

Read Matthew 2:13-23 
• What stands out to you in this passage? 
• Joseph is told in a dream to “get up” and “escape to Egypt” with his family, Joseph does so, 

and the family remains in Egypt until the death of Herod. 
o What can we learn from Joseph in this story?  

• Describe a time when choosing to trust and obey God was difficult. What helped you in that 
time?  

• The song writer, Bruce Cockburn, wrote that; Jesus is going to “Kick at the darkness, till it 
bleeds daylight”. 

o What does this lyric tell us about the humble love of Christ? 
• Think back to a difficult experience you’ve went through (perhaps one already shared), how 

would humble love effect your perspective? 

Practice: Loving Our Community 
This week, we are focusing on Love. As John Mayer writes, “Love is a verb.” Loving and caring for our 
community is one of the primary ways the Church continues to impact the world. In a fast moving and 
restless world, it can often be difficult find time to serve or love our community. Let’s take a moment 
and brainstorm a few simple ways we could love our community, whether that be coworkers, 
neighbours, family friends.  

Some possible options: 

Buy a co-worker a coffee. 

Pay for the car behind you in the drive through.  



Asking how a neighbour is doing. 

Help someone carry their groceries to their car. 

 
Caring for One Another  
• Do you or your family have a need that the Life Group can help meet and pray for? 

Using the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) as a guide, based on what you’ve shared together, 
spend time listening to God and praying for one another. 

 

Life Group Ideas 
We are entering the Christmas season. Tis the season for parties and gifts and is also a great 
time to strengthen relationships in your group. Here are some fun ideas. 

• Have a Christmas potluck to end the year together.  

• It may also be fun to do a Secret Santa or White Elephant gift exchange! 

• Buy Christmas lights and decorate someone’s house?? 

• Bake cookies and bring them to a neighbor [because you may just be parking in their spot 
when you gather for Life Group. ;)] 

• Some groups also take a break from meeting together over the Christmas break. Talk about 
this as a group and when you will start meeting again. 

o (Please note we start an important sermon series January 15th.) 
 

 


