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HOLY COMMUNION 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

PRELUDE  

                                          

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  Let us confront our sins, 

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths.  We prepare for war instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation.  Purify us with your refining fire 

and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us.  Amen. 
 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.  You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away.  Rejoice in the way of the Lord.  Amen. 
 

*ENTRANCE HYMN “Savior of the Nations, Come” ELW #263 
 

GREETING ELW p. 138 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also, with you. 
 

The Advent Wreath    Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, sharing our flesh and bones. 

As Mary waited and Joseph dreamed, so we wait and dream for you. 

Bless us and let your face shine upon us, more radiant than these candles, 

and dearer than all else we seek.  Restore us when we fail to refuse the evil  

and choose the good and banish all our fears.  We pray in the name of Emmanuel,  

your promised child and our Savior.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us 

from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 



FIRST READING: ISAIAH 7:10-16 

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. 

In response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah 

reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that 

is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 

 
10The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 

test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 

mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 

Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 

Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 

and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 

good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING ROMANS 1:1-7  

 

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself 

as an apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised 

coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, 

including his Roman audience. 

 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which 

he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his 

Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God 

with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 

faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are called to 

belong to Jesus Christ, 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung)  ELW p. 142 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew 1:18-25 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

*GOSPEL READING  MATTHEW 1:18-25 

Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely begotten 

child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God 

saves.” 



18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 

Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 

and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place 

to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 

Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she 

had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  

FEATURING THE FAITH FORMATION CLASS AND GRACIOUS VOLUNTEERS 

 

HYMN “Away in a Manger” ELW #277 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY “Go Tell It on the Mountain” ELW #290 

 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  ELW p. 105 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 

new hope. 

A brief silence. 

 

A:  God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. Give 

discernment and wisdom to us and take away our fear, so that we serve and love, confident that 

you are guiding us. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

A:  God our power source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous variety of 

life. Unite humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. God, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

A:  God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and justice for all 

people. We pray for the work of people that promote peace and human rights. God, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

 

 



A: God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants, refugees, and 

those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and families experiencing hunger, 

homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any who are isolated or lonely. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

A:  God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks for gathering 

us in worship and fellowship, and we remember those who cannot be present. Watch over those 

who travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

A:  God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God forever. Shine 

upon the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your promise and bring us also into your 

blessed reign of peace. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P:  God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 

join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

* PEACE 

 

OFFERING   

   

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.       

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 

mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice.  We ask this through Christ 

our Savior.  Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 145, right side 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 

COMMUNION “Lamb of God” ELW p. 146 

 

 

 



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in 

the body and blood of Christ.  As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 

fulfilled, sustain us, and strengthen us by this holy mystery.  Guide us toward your 

promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

*BLESSING 

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy 

Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG “My Soul Does Magnify the Lord”  ELW #882 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*POSTLUDE 

 

Participants 

Presiding and Preaching Pastor Rita Augsburger 

Assisting Minister Isaac Ford 

Coordinator of Music and Technology/Organist/Handbells Rick Strine 

Technical Director Jeremy Hahn 

Audio/Visual Audio/Visual Team 

Bell Ringer Bob Tyler 

Greeters Carol & Bob Tyler, Kris Sites  

Check-In Marsha Corley  

Communion Aide Larry Osborne 

Money Counters Karen & Steven Wenger, Carol & Ken Broeking 

Son Rise Café Peg Allgeier 

 

 

Prayer Requests  
Matt Andrews and Family, Molly & Baby Berry, Peg Books, Mary Ellen Burns,  

Doug DePauw, Alenea Garrett, Larry Haab, Hardison Hall, Jeff Kopetz, Greg Lage,  

Ron Leschewski & family, Dave Morrell, Pastor Al Weidlich 

  

If you’d like to add someone to the Prayer Request list, please contact Kay at the office. 

Prayer requests remain on the list for 3 weeks and can be extended longer at your request. 



Welcome to all of you here and to those participating on-line 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Our youth are gathering donations toward the upcoming 2024 National Youth Gathering 

Trip to New Orleans.  While you may donate money to the Youth Trip at any time, all 

donations received at Son Rise Café today, the 18th, will be put toward their trip.  We so 

appreciate your support and care of this ministry with our youth.  For more information 

about the Youth Trip, contact Peg Allgeier. 

2. Adult Education is meeting after worship. 

3. Today is the last day for Baby Jesus items.  Boxes are in the Narthex. 

4. Your 2023 Offering Envelopes are available for pickup in the Narthex. Please note, your 

envelope number may have changed. 

5. AMELCA served 43 clients on Wednesday, December 14, 2022. 

6. The Annual Congregation Meeting will be Sunday, January 22nd, 2023. 

7. The church office will be closed Monday, 12/26, for the Christmas Holiday, and closed 

on Tuesday, 12/27, per our normal schedule.  The office will also be closed on Monday 

1/2, for the New Year’s Holiday, and closed on Tuesday, 1/3, per our normal schedule.  

Money Counters will need to reschedule on both weeks. 

8. THANK YOU to all who made the Caroling and Cookie delivery to the homebound a 

huge success.  All of our bakers responded with a great variety of cookies.  On Sunday 

morning the cookie packers took over to get them ready for delivery.  “Eleven singers” 

took time out of their busy schedules to sing and deliver the cookies.  Several more were 

signed up to carol, but due to illness couldn’t join us.  We want everyone who 

participated in this event to know, you brightened a very cloudy day for our homebound.  

This is truly a rewarding event for all involved. 

 

 

We Prepare our Hearts and Minds for Worship 

  



UPCOMING DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR  

 

 

MEET, EAT & GREET 
(MEG) 

 

 
 

 

     

 

   

 

     

   Future Artist? 

Upcoming 2023 Noon  

MEG Luncheons 

Thursday’s at Noon January 12 

February 9 

March 9 

April 13 

May 11 

June 8 

Christmas Services Will Be: 

• December 24th: 3:30PM at FELC 

• December 24th: 7:00PM at Holy Cross 

• December 25th: 9:15AM at Holy Cross (Joint Worship) 

 

 

2023 ART WORKSHOPS 

Thursday’s 1:00PM – 2:30PM 

Dates of Workshops: 

• January 19 (snow date January 26)     

• February 16 

• March 2 

• March 16 

• March 30 

If interested, RSVP to office 


