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Recognising Jesus  
Matthew 11:2-11, James 5:7-10 
Each of us has a journey to walk in life.  John the 
Baptist walked a life as a prophet, raised by God to 
prepare the way for the coming Messiah. 

He warned people of a coming judgement, and called 
them to repent in order to be ready for the coming 
one.  When Jesus came to him at the beginning of his 
ministry, John recognised him as the Lamb of God. 

Some time later, John, who expected Jesus to sort the 
nation out with some serious pruning and a winnowing 
fork, began to have doubts about Jesus.  Suffering from being imprisoned unjustly, his expectations 

of the messianic age were failing. 

So John sent some of his disciples to ask Jesus directly 
if he was the one.  Jesus didn’t answer directly about 
himself, but pointed to the results of his ministry.  The 
blind receive sight, the lame walk, skin diseases are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 
poor have good news brought to them.  Those taking 
no offense at Jesus are blessed.

Strangely, after John’s death, Jesus described John as the 
greatest man to have ever lived; yet even the least in 

the kingdom of God is greater than John.

What was that all about?  Had John out of disillusion taken offense at Jesus?

John was of a mindset and understanding that belonged to the time before Jesus’ coming in the 
flesh.  John had preached one thing in the lead-up to Jesus’ ministry.  He expected the Messiah to 
further develop his work, but Jesus was acting and speaking in unexpected ways.

There was no ‘axe at the root of the trees’, no 
‘separating of wheat from chaff ’.

There must be some mistake… John and Jesus were as 
different as chalk and cheese!  John threatened 
judgement, Jesus offered mercy.  John insisted they 
come to see and hear him in Jordan; Jesus went 
seeking the lost.

John was hard bodied, rigid, austere, unbending, and 
puritanical.  Jesus, who attended parties, was warm, 
compassionate, gentle and humble hearted.  John demanded people improve their standing before 
God by their own efforts;  Jesus offered help, and he encouraged people to walk with him in the 
new beginning of grace. 
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A new era, from BC to AD, into the realm of mercy 
and forgiveness, of help, and love, and setting the 
captives free.

The message was the same: Jesus still called for 
repentance, but took a further step, embracing people 
who recognised and confessed their unworthiness 
with grace and blessing them, revealing the way of the 
kingdom of God.

If John was ‘the greatest man who ever lived’ (in Jesus’ 
words), then it seems strange to describe him as being outside the Kingdom.

But he was ‘outside’, not because he was too early in time, but because his attitudes were wrong, 
and belonged to the old covenant, belonging to BC and not to the new thing God is doing through 
his son in the AD period.

John observed rightly that in Jesus, there was no 
blazing judgement, and no hell-fire; but healing, and 
acceptance, and sinners made welcome with an offer 
of living water.

Sometimes churches take John’s hard line.  But we 
need to make sure that our BC attitudes transform, 
into the light of Jesus and his love — the coming of the 
Holy Spirit was to lead us, teach us and empower us to 
live in the light of Christ. 

We are called to examine ourselves, and ask which covenant we live under.  Are our words and 
actions, our treatment of others, rooted in the kingdom of grace?  Would Jesus recognise me as 
being out of step with Him?  Would I recognise him?

Jesus didn’t have a blazing crown of light around his head; you could easily miss him in a crowd.  
Without the Holy Spirit opening our eyes Jesus is impossible to recognise.  By the Spirit’s leading, 
we will recognise him, and recognise those we are to serve.  We will see life even in the desert 
places, wonderful beauty and water for our soul.

As we learn to know Jesus, talk with him and grow with him, we more easily recognise him in our 
daily living; but the darkness of sin and doubts can blind us. 

James reminds us that, though we will surely all will see Jesus when he returns in glory, our 
immediate task is to recognise him with us in the community of faith, and in the needs of friend 
and stranger.  He will strengthen feeble hands that are willing to serve; he will make steady knees 
so they don’t give way but stand strong and firm, with hearts free of fear.  His people will welcome 
his coming. 

He is already here: are your eyes able to see him, your 
ears tuned to recognise his voice, your feet 
accustomed to walking his way?  What of your heart: is 
it open to the poor, and merciful to those who wrong 
you?  In this Advent season, are your hands embracing 
with the love of God those in need of help, hope and 
healing? 

Study his word to know his heart and mission.  Look 
for him among the needy.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we 
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learn to know Jesus, talk with him and grow with him, 
and more easily recognise him in our daily living. 

James encourages us to be active in love as we wait, 
but also to wait patiently, like the farmer who waits for 
the necessary rains and sunshine for new growth.  
Stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.  How 
easy it would be to grumble against each other, and for 
ill-will and disharmony to creep in, out of frustration as 
we wait for building programs and the call process to 
be completed. 

Let us repent our failings and times of disunity and lack of love; and, in the light of His kingdom, 
wait on the Lord with patience and good will.  Let’s seek the joy of the Lord in the unity of serving 
others with his grace, which the Spirit brings us.  And the peace of God that passes human 
understanding will keep us in Christ Jesus now and for ever.  Amen.

Video of the service including the above address: https://youtu.be/WSHsv5Q_OiI
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