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Vicar’s Voice 

Advent Blessings to you and yours! As I write this Tuesday Crew is busy 

setting up the tree, hanging garland and organizing all of our donation collections. 

We all have done good work this season in collecting warm coats, hats, socks and 

personal hygiene items. Sending these items out into the world with our blessings 

and prayers attached is a powerful message and one tied to the ministry of Jesus 

for loving neighbor in all ways. It is my Advent prayer that you find other ways to 

engage a need in our community as the year draws to a close. Don’t forget 

organizations like Habitat for Humanity, Salem for Refugees, Humane Society, 

Boys and Girls Club, and our own Backpack Buddies – as they are positive 

movements toward love right here in Salem.  

 

Our worship during Advent is planned around the themes and theology 

gifted to us from the Celtic tradition. Now, even though we tend to think of the 

Irish and Scottish when we think of Celts, they are in fact a collection of tribes 

who found their home across most of Europe north of the Mediterranean Sea. 

Their rich connection to the natural world and love of storytelling enhances a 

mystical connection to the Divine. It is my hope that through exposure to this rich 

history and spirituality during Advent you will be spurred to find something that 

can find its own footing in God’s personal relationship with you – as you are, 

right in this moment! If you are interested in more information about Celtic 

spirituality – I found this webpage a good jumping off point:  

 

https://www.northumbriacommunity.org/articles/celtic-spirituality-a-beginners-guide/   

 

We hear from John the Baptist, “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and fire” (Matt 3:11b), and so we wait, we “advent” together in this season until 

He arrives again come Christmas morning to live, love and work as Emmanuel, 

God with us. Amen!  

In the Deep Peace of Christ, Vicar Sena.  

 

 

https://www.northumbriacommunity.org/articles/celtic-spirituality-a-beginners-guide/


President’s Message 

Advent blessings to you all! 
 

Here is an update on things important to our ministry. 

1. We are in the process of forming a Joint Call Committee with Holy Cross to 

facilitate extending a call for a shared pastor. Each congregation may have 4 

representatives on the committee. The committee will begin meeting in 

December in anticipation of candidate name(s) from the synod beginning in 

January.  
 

2. The budget committee will be meeting beginning in mid-December to prepare 

our budget for the 2023 calendar year. Please hold the committee and the 

budgeting process in your prayers – and contact Heidi or Cindy if you would 

like to participate. 
 

3. We voted, as a congregation, to undertake the RIC process. Education is a 

required part of the process. If you were not able to attend the first session in 

November, please plan to attend on December 11th after service.  
 

4. Please consider making a year-end gift to the church to help alleviate our 

current budget deficit. Your Council and the Budget Committee would greatly 

appreciate your support. Remember that year-end gifts must arrive to the 

church office by December 31st. 
 

5. If you would like to contribute to the staff appreciation gift for Vicar Sena and 

our Parish Administrator, Kimberley, please pick up a staff gift envelope at the 

sanctuary entrance. Gifts appreciated by December 18th. Cards, cookies, and 

Christmas treats are welcome, too! (Mindful of tree a nut allergy for the Vicar) 
 

Thank you all for all you do in service to God through this congregation. We are all 

truly a blessing to each other and to the community. 

 

With love and gratitude your sisters in faith, Cindy Spicer & Heidi Pramuk 

 

  



Backpack Buddies 

We are ordinary people with an extraordinary purpose.  We support our Backpack 

Buddies program which is a non-profit created to supply economically disadvantaged 

children with food for the weekend. Our goal is to make sure no school age child goes 

hungry on the weekend. When they are not nourished, they come to school on 

Monday tired, and not ready to learn. 95% of students (which is up from 90%) at Four 

Corners Elementary are below poverty level and receive free or reduced lunches.  
 

We are currently supporting 40 students and will soon be up to 50 which is our limit 

logistically. We pack 100 bags every two weeks and the school cannot store more 

than that. Each individual food bag is filled with approximately $5 worth of food to 

hopefully provide two meals each weekend. 
 

This year, when I was looking for a charity for our Giving Tree, the Beachie Creek fire 

victims have recovered, and there are many charities like Helping Hands, Family 

Building Blocks, and Family Promise, all of which have a foundation of support from 

other places. 

We are finding that our coffers are low for our own Backpack Buddies program. It 

costs almost $700 every month and our income is not keeping up with what we need 

to spend. Therefore, we decided to benefit Backpack Buddies with our giving tree this 

year. We’re doing something a little different, instead of buying a gift to bring back, 

you may choose an ornament from the tree, or an item from the table to take home 

as a keepsake. Put a donation of your choice in the green envelope and put it in the 

offering plate. If you put your name on it, you will receive credit as a financial gift to 

the church.  
 

And don’t forget Amazon Smile and Fred Meyer Rewards. It’s easy to sign up and the 

benefits to our program are great – a quarterly check comes from each of those. 

Every dollar you donate goes into the program; we have no overhead. We and you 

who volunteer, sustain this program by donating your time and money. We are 

ordinary people with an extraordinary purpose – We are the hands and feet of Jesus 

for these children and families. We not only give families food but we give families 

hope! 
 

Laura Drager and Anne Clemens, Co-coordinators 

 



Why RIC & Participation in Congregational Programs 

The purpose of the Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program is to ensure the welcome, 
inclusion, celebration, and advocacy for people of all sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and gender expressions; work for racial equity and commit to anti-racist 
work and support the national program. Since 1983, the RIC program has been a 
public way for faith communities to see, name, celebrate, and advocate for people of 
all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions in the Lutheran 
church. Over time, those commitments have expanded as we continue to live into 
our values. Every ministry setting begins this journey from their own unique context 
and customized to your community.  
 

As a faith community we can’t just vote and say we are a RIC community, there is 
pre-work to participate in, work to be done to pass the mission statement and there 
will always be on-going education work to take part in. The first steps for our 
community will include various “education hours” which will change themes and 
focus according to what this specific community needs to move forward – informed 
and willing participants. Please expect some form of education hour or community 
forums to be offered on a regular basis – your engagement is valued, and in fact 
deeply needed.   
 

The next step will more than likely be a first reading and roll out of a draft Welcome 
Statement. For those of you who participated in the One-to-One Conversations this 
Fall, the welcome statement should be familiar to you.  
 

The Council encourages active participation from a critical mass of our faith 
community in the RIC process, as well as the Better Together process, congregational 
meetings around budget, pastoral call, and regular congregational business. Your 
voice, your engagement and your commitment continue to be integral to Christ the 
Good Shepherd moving forward into the future.   
 

If you would like more information on the RIC program specifically, please visit the 
national resource page here www.reconcilingworks.org . If you would like more 
information about the Better Together process with our sister church Holy Cross, 
please seek out and speak with anyone in leadership. Information will be released 
about the upcoming All Congregational Meeting in late January.  
 

Lutheran Theology Trivia Questions: 
 

 

 

 

  

 

   

http://www.reconcilingworks.org/


Year A Matthew & Church Year 

As we begin the new church year with Advent, we are also moving to what is termed 
Year A in the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL). The RCL is a three-year cycle of 
lectionary readings which take us through the three synoptic gospels, with the Gospel 
of John sprinkled in across all three years. Year A highlights the Gospel of Matthew – 
the first gospel in the New Testament; first canonically, not chronologically.  (That 
would be Mark) 
 

Matthew tells us the story of Jesus with an emphasis on His role as Messiah, or 
Christ. Using the following three main organizational themes:  

• Jesus is the Son of God – conceived by the Holy Spirit (Mt1:18-20), God’s beloved 
son (Mt 3:17), God incarnate living among men (Mt 1:23).   

• Jesus is the King – son of King David (Mt 1:1). Declares the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand (Mt 4:17).  

• Jesus is the promised savior – son of Abraham whom God promised to bless all 
nations. Emphasizes the OT prophecies that Jesus fulfills from His birth through 
his ministry and His death/resurrection (Mt 1:22 -23, 2:5-6, 17-18).   

 

Matthew opens with a statement of who Jesus is – the Messiah -  and closes with a 
simple statement of what we should do – make disciples for Him.   
 

Outline of the Gospel of Matthew  
1. Prologue: Jesus’ birth and significance (Mt 1–2)  
 

2. Jesus’ teaching and ministry (Mt 3–25)  
• Book 1 (Mt 3–7)  

• Jesus gains followers (Mt 3–4)  
• Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5–7)  

• Book 2 (Mt 8–10)  
• Jesus works miracles (Mt 8–9)  
• Jesus sends his disciples (Mt 10)  

• Book 3 (Mt 11–13:52)  
• Jesus is confronted, withdraws (Mt 11–12)  
• Parables about the kingdom (Mt 13:1–52)  

• Book 4 (Mt 13:53–18:35)  
• Jesus is revealed as the son of God (Mt 13:53–17:27)  
• How “greatness” works in the Kingdom (Mt 18)  

• Book 5 (Mt 19–25)  
• People struggle with Jesus’ kingship (Mt 19–23)  
• Teachings of judgment in the kingdom to come (Mt 24–25) 
 

3. Climax: Jesus’ sacrifice, victory, and commission to his disciples (Mt 26–27) 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2013.1%E2%80%9352
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2013.53%E2%80%9318.35
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2013.53%E2%80%9317.27


Meet the Leader 

Featured Leader:  Christ the Good Shepherd Council – Wendy Smith  
 

Wendy grew up in the small community of Sitka Alaska where she was a member of 

the Sitka Lutheran Church. She attended college briefly in Oregon where she had 

family then in 1994 married and started her own family . In 1999 Wendy moved to 

Salem, OR and began attending Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and has 

been apart of CGS for the past 23 years. She has 3 boys who are adults now and 

Wendy has worked for the Oregon Judicial Department for 26 years and is looking 

forward to retirement!! 

Fun Facts about Wendy! 
 

What brings you joy?  

Listening to my children (really any children) make each other laugh. Traveling to 

interesting/historic places and doing good deeds for others when they don’t expect it. 
 

What is your favorite sweet treat?  

I love me some snickerdoodles. 
 

What was your first job?  

At the Five and Dime (Ben Franklin) in Sitka Alaska. 
 

What was your “dream job” as a child?  

I wanted to be a super successful aeronautical engineer and drive a black Saab. 
 

What is your main hobby?  

Traveling to all the baseball stadiums and just traveling in general. 
 

If you were stranded on a desert island, and you could have only three things with 

you, what would they be?  

Fire, water filter, and endless music.  
 

You can switch bodies with one person for a whole year who would it be?  

Anyone who likes to exercise.  
 

Anything else you would like to share?  

I don’t like heights, bridges, yard work or scary movies. I 

never wanted to have children, but love being a mother of 

three amazing young men and a step-mom of a wonderful 

step-daughter and step-son. I enjoy lazy days at home, 

beach trips, time with my very best friend in Alaska, and 

watching baseball. I always try to be a good person and a 

light for others but struggle with forgiving mean people.  

 

 



December Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Happy Anniversary! Happy Birthday! 

Isaac & Kimberley Astorga – 15th   Caleb Stratemeyer – 2nd 

Ron & Virginia Mohr – 22nd  Jason Elms – 4th  

 Ward Paldanius – 11th  

 Andrea Johnson – 12th  

 Mary Helms – 12th  

 David Shultz – 15th  
 

Holiday Office Closed  

o Tuesday, December 20th  

o Monday, December 26th 

o Monday, January 2nd 
 

Celtic Advent & Christmas Holiday Schedule  
 

Upcoming November & December 

 

• 4th – Advent 2: Prepare the Way; Church Decorating after Service 

• 11th – Advent 3: Soul Friends 

• 18th – Advent 4: Incarnation 
 

Christmas Planning 
 

Everyone is invited to attend services at any location and with any of our 
Lutheran Family congregations. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ the Good Shepherd 
 

• 21st – Longest Night; featuring Violin & Viola, at 6pm  

• 24th – Christmas Eve; Christmas Eve Vespers Candlelight Service, 

at 7pm 

• 25th – Christmas Day; Verses, Carols & Cookies, at 10am  
 Holy Cross 

 

• 24th – Christmas Eve; Choir & Music based Service, at 4:30pm 

• 25th – Christmas Day with Pr. Curtis Zieske; 

A Traditional Christmas Service, at 10am 

 

 

St. Mark 
 

• 24th – Christmas Eve Service at 5:30pm  

• 25th – Christmas Day Services at 10am 



Photo Gallery  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Almost decorated for Advent and Christmas! 
With collections ready to be blessed on December 4th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traditional Advent log and beautiful Christmas tree ready to be decorated 

(Thankyou Laura Drager for the tree) 



Synod and Church-wide News  
 

ELCA – Good Gifts  
As members of the ELCA, we believe that God is calling us into the world – together. 
And with generous, loving hands, we can make a difference. ELCA Good Gifts is your 
opportunity to provide critical support to the ministries and programs that mean the 
most to you and the people you love.  
 

1. Choose your gift Browse and choose the gifts that 
mean the most to you or choose gifts to give in 
honor of friends and loved ones. You may also give 
via phone or mail.  

 
2. Get a card If your gift is in honor of a friend or loved 

one, it’s easy to tell him or her about it. Give online 
and you may personalize free, printed cards to be 
sent directly to your loved ones. You may also 
select to send the cards to yourself, print them at 
home, or have them delivered via email. Select 
your card options during checkout. Note: These 
options are available only when you give online.  

 
 

3. Make a difference Your gifts support the ministries 
of the ELCA in nearly 80 countries around the 
world. Catalogue will be available in the office or 
for more information go to 
https://goodgifts.elca.org/ 

 

CGS CONTACT INFORMATION 
Vicar Sena Norton 
4440 State Street 

Salem, Oregon  97301 
503.363.3726 Phone 

503.378.7411 Fax 

www.christthegoodshep.org 
office@christthegoodshep.org 

YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNzbxJBa_Q26xWDYx0fJ5Vg 

Sunday Worship: 10:00-11:30; view YouTube sermons live or past sermons 

https://goodgifts.elca.org/
http://www.christthegoodshep.org/
mailto:office@christthegoodshep.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNzbxJBa_Q26xWDYx0fJ5Vg

