
Advent 3 - Discussion Questions 

“Follow the Star” 
Matthew 2:1-12 

Opening Question(s) – Choose (a) or (b) 

a) What have you been told about the events surrounding your birth? 

 

b) What is the longest road trip you’ve ever made and why did you do it? 

 
Discussion Questions 

1) Read Matthew 2:1-12. Why did the Magi make the journey to Jerusalem? 

 

2) Given the splendor and clarity of the sign they had seen1, why do you think the answer to 

their question was not public knowledge?  

 

3) Why would Matthew, the most Jewish of the gospels, tell the story of the Magi’s visit even 

though following “omens” was forbidden in Israel (Deut. 1811; cf. Isa. 26; 4711-15)? 

 

4) What source did Israel’s King Herod seek to answer the Magi’s question? What did he 

discover? 

 

5) Why was it important that Jesus be born in Bethlehem? Who else in Israel’s history was 

born there (1 Sam. 206)?   

 

6) How do the various characters is this story respond to the birth of the “king of the Jews” 

and why?  

 

7) In your journey toward God, how are you like the Magi? Unlike them?  

 

What did you have to leave to follow Jesus? What “gifts” have you given to Jesus? 

 

8) If you were Mary & Joseph, how would you have responded to the Magi’s visit? Gifts?  

 

9) Who is responsible for the fall out that happened after the Magi’s visit (vv.13-18)? 

 

10)  Who acted the most like pagans in this story? Like believers? Why? 

 

 

 
1 In the ancient world, the emperor & other great leaders were thought to be born (and/or die) under astrological signs (e.g. 

Caesar’s Comet https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caesar%27s_Comet). This is reflected also In Shakespeare's Julius Caesar, 

Caesar's wife remarks on the fateful morning of her husband's murder: "When beggars die there are no comets seen. The 

heavens themselves blaze forth the death of princes."   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caesar%27s_Comet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakespeare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julius_Caesar_(play)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Julius_Caesar

