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hristmas Blessings,   
 
 

 
ecember is a month we 
remember and wait with 

advent readings, lighting 
candles, singing carols, pines, 
poinsettias and get-togethers.  
This year amidst the joy of 
celebration there is a longing 
for God’s Kingdom to be seen 
and experienced more fully.  
Various friends, struggling with 
difficult circumstances have 
come these past weeks to 
ROCA to have space to process, 
pray, and discern their next 
steps.  We are thankful for this 
quiet place and the 
opportunities to walk with 
others on their journeys.   
 

 
ast month we had the joy 
of our son, Jeremy, 
visiting with us. Our days 

were combined with watching 
world cup soccer games, 
evening chats about his 
encounters with school friends, 
a short trip to a favourite family 
holiday spot, visits with family, 
friends and so much more.  
How fast the days go by when 
we have the joy of sharing 
them with our kids!   Jeremy is 
now back in Victoria with the  

 
challenge of seeking where he 
will land with his next job.  We 
value prayers for him.   

 

We are grateful that last week 
rains came giving relief to the 
serious drought situation in 
Bolivia.  There is a renewed 
hope for the crops that were 
planted in the high plateau 
areas that depend totally on 
rainfall for growth.  Hot, dry 
days are now cool and cloudy 
and our gardens are brighter 
with a greener freshness.   
 

he next two weeks we are 
concentrating on preparing 

material for two courses that 
we will facilitate in January; one 
on Saturdays at ROCA 
highlighting, Intimacy with God, 
and the other, Spiritual 
Formation as part of a training 
course given to 5 Intervarsity 
adviser applicants.  We enjoy 
these opportunities but the 
challenge is always to carve out 
enough study and preparation 
time.  Please pray with us for 
those who will be participating 
that they would gain new 

understanding as well as be 
blessed in their lives and 
ministries.  
 

e have much to give 
thanks for as we 
pause to reflect on 

2022.  December marks 45 
years since I (Shirley) first 
landed in Bolivia believing that I 
would only stay a year.  A 
different story was to unfold 
and it has been an adventure 
marked by God’s faithfulness.  
You are part of that story and 
we are so grateful for the 
prayers and support that have 
allowed us to continue to be 
here.  Year- ends give 
opportunities to do an examen 
of the highs and lows and we 
can definitely celebrate the 
highs of those who have 
partnered with us over the 
years.  We wish you a 
Christmas Season to experience 
God’s wondrous love gift 
knowing that we also love, 
remember and give thanks for 
you.  

 
Carlos and Shirley Vargas.  
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