
December 18, 2022 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Theme: We see God in each other 

Communion 

 

+ WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD + 

 

PRELUDE         At the Coming of Christmas - Nicolas Lebegue 

 

WELCOME 

 

HYMN ELW 251  My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

One of the greatest gifts and challenges of faith is that we cannot be Christian alone…How often do we 

shower critique or judgment instead of blessings and joy? 

Gracious God, forgive us for our wrongs. We want to see you when we see our neighbor. Amen. 

 
Friends, this is what I know—God delights in us. God throws open the door, just like Elizabeth, and 

says, “Come on home. There is room for you here!” 

And in that moment, we are blessed. 

In that moment, we are forgiven. 

In that moment, we are seen, healed, and welcomed home. 

So rest in this good news: you are saved by grace. 

Let us respond together, using the words from Mary’s song: 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant, 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed.” 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

 

SONG OF REFLECTION   God Became Flesh With Us To Dwell 

(sung to the tune of The First Noel) 

 

From Galilee to Bethlehem did Mary and Joseph their journey begin 

Many miles from home without a room Emmanuel came form from Mary’s womb 

Noel, noel, noel, noel God became flesh with us to dwell. 

 

Abiding in the fields that night the shepherds saw a radiant light 

When angels came to fill the sky breaking into earth from heaven on high 

Noel, noel, noel, noel God became flesh with us to dwell. 

 

The shepherds went as the angels had said to a manger in town with haste they sped 

And there as earth and heaven converged they shared with the parents all that had occurred 

Noel, noel, noel, noel God became flesh with us to dwell. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 



+ WE HEAR GOD’S WORD + 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 510 Word of God, come down on earth 

Word of God, come down on earth, 

living rain from heav'n descending; 

touch our hearts and bring to birth 

faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty, we revere you; 

Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-58 

 

At the beginning of the reading: 

The holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the conclusion of the reading: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

The congregation is invited to join the children in singing the songs listed below. 

 

Ding-dong, ding-dong 

Christmas bells are ringing 

Caroling, caroling – now we go 

Christmas bells are ringing 

Joyous voices sweet and clear 

Sing the song of sad to cheer 

Ding-dong, ding-dong 

Christmas bells are ringing. 

 

Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way. 

O, what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh. 

Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way. 

O, what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh. 

 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth, 

To touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, goodwill to men 

From heavens all gracious King!" 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing. 



 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise; 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With angelic host proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King." 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down his Sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

Silent night, Holy night 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin, mother and child 

Holy infant, so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Go tell it on the mountain 

Over the hills and everywhere 

Go tell it on the mountain 

Jesus Christ is born 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 267 Joy to the World 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe that creation is inextricably linked. 

We belong to one another in an undeniable way. 

We are bone of bone and flesh of flesh, life breathed into dust. 

 

We believe that God invites us to live into that truth— 

to love without abandon, 

to see the good in one another, 

to trust that all belong to God. 

 

We know that this life of connection is easier said than done, 

which is why we gather in this space, week after week, 

generation after generation, to be reminded: 

We see God in each other. 

This we believe. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

OFFERING 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING  Holy is His Name - John Michael Talbot 

Cathy Texter, soprano 

 

OFFERTORY ELW 241  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

O Lord, how shall I meet you, 

how welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet you, 

my hope, my heart's delight! 

Oh, kindle, Lord most holy, 

your lamp within my breast 

to do in spirit lowly 

all that may please you best. 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 

Now let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

How good it is to give thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 

WE SHARE THE MEAL CHRIST GAVE US 

Communion will be shared continuously.  Please come forward down the center aisle and return to your 

seat by the side aisle.  You will receive the bread from the pastor and then be invited to take a pre-filled 

cup from the tray held by the communion assistant.  Wine is in the clear cups and grape juice is in the 

purple cups.  Empty cups can be placed in the bowls at the end of the first pew as you return to your 

seat.  All are welcome! 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION ELW 487  What Feast of Love 

 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in God’s grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

+ WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE + 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BENEDICTION 

As you leave this place, may you go knowing that 

from generation to generation, 

we have been claimed and loved. 

From generation to generation, 

God has been by our side. 

From generation to generation, 

we are not alone. 

The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow 

knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth, 

saying, “Go be the person you are called to be, 

love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.” 

May it be so. Amen. 

 

HYMN ELW 257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel vs. 1-3 

DISMISSAL 



Go in peace.  Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE    Kingsfold - David Cherwien 
 

 
The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2022 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered under 

copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2022.  Advent liturgy 

pieces by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed and Song of Reflection written by Rev. Anna Strickland| A Sanctified Art LLC 

|sanctifiedart.org” 

 

PRAYER LIST 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your prayers: Bob Moran, 

Brian Allebach, Charles Krupp, David Mounts, Leah Crater, Steve Keyser, Sydney Crossin, Andrew 

Robison, Silas Reed, Ruth Jadick, Pat Ernst, Joan Miller, Pastor Jennifer Phelps, Paige & Peyton 

Seasock, Kathleen Casey, Barry Yoder, Karl Gross, Willie Herbst, Tal Umstead and Sandra Umstead.  

  

 

Mark Your Calendar  

Thursday, Dec. 22  6-8pm YPO Christmas Party 

Saturday, Dec. 24  12noon Luminary set up 

    3pm Family Christmas Eve Worship 

    7pm Traditional Christmas Eve Worship    

Sunday, Dec. 25  Synodical Christmas Day Worship service available  

     on our website 

 

Lend us your voice!  The choir could use some extra voices for the 3pm Christmas Eve Service.  Join 

us next Wednesday for choir rehearsal at 7pm and be a part of the joyous sounds of Christmas for the 

3pm service. We’d love the help! 

 

Calling all Youth—Grades 6-12  Join us Thursday, December 22 from 6-8pm as we celebrate the 

Christmas season.  Please bring a snack or treat to share, a $10 wrapped unisex gift for the gift 

exchange, your competitive spirit (we’ll be playing holiday-themed games!) and a friend to join in the 

fun!  Please RSVP to Pastor Becky by December 18th to let us know that you’ll be at the party.  We 

hope to see you there! 

Winter Book Club is looking for a book suggestions for the January read.  Please email your 

suggestions to PastorBecky74@gmail.com.  Once a book is selected, the book and a date will be 

announced. 

Join us for New Year’s Day for worship and fellowship.  We will start with worship at 11:30am and 

follow that with a pork and sauerkraut lunch in the fellowship hall.  Please bring a side dish or dessert to 

share. 



  

 


