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Peace Lutheran Church + ELCA + Menomonie, WI 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
Worship with Holy Communion  
9 a.m. Sunday, December 11, 2022 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
INVOCATION  
We gather in the name of God, the Creator of Light; + Jesus, the Light of the World; and 
the Holy Spirit, the Light who illumines our path. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
In this season of light, let us go before God and confess how our words and actions 
contribute to the darkness instead of adding to the light.   
God of Love and Light, 
We confess that we are not always the light-bearers you desire us to be.  We shine 
a spotlight on the transgressions of others while trying to keep our own sins 
hidden in the dark. We burn bridges by being impatient, opinionated and 
judgmental. We inflame others by lashing out in anger. We go through our days 
enveloped in the gloom of fear and doubt. We let our witness become a smoldering 
ember until it dies out completely. 
 
Forgive us Jesus, Everlasting Light. Come to us, abide with us, our Lord, 
Emmanuel. Teach us to walk as children of light, surrounded by your love, 
forgiveness and healing. We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
God is light, and in God there is no darkness as all.  If we walk in the light as God is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from 
all sin.   
Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you! 
Let us sing together: 
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ADVENT KYRIE + Tune: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 
ADVENT GLORY TO GOD + Tune: Angels We Have Heard on High  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sins and enlighten our walk in the way of your 
salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH + WEEK THREE: THE CANDLE OF JOY 
Last Sunday we lit the candle of Hope, remembering the hope which comes in Christ, 
and we lit the candle of Peace, remembering God’s dream of a peaceful world. Today 
we light the third candle of Advent, the candle of Joy. (Light the Candles of Hope, Peace, 
and Joy) 
 

In Advent, we are in a time of waiting. Like the Israelites who wandered through the 
Wilderness, waiting to come into the Promised Land, we wait for the coming of the Joy 
of Ages. We wait for the day where we can join our voices with the angels to sing “Joy 
to the World, the Lord is come!” We wait for the day when everlasting joy will be on each 
of us. We light this candle in Joy. 
On this day, we remember the Spirit who breathes joy into our lives. 
 
WORD 
 
THE FIRST READING + Isaiah 35:1-10 
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession 
to Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and 
wholeness will be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like 
the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory 
of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
 
3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of 
a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance,  
with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 
 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then 
the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters 
shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become 
a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel 
on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion 
shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and 
come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    
 
THE GOSPEL + Matthew 11:2-11 
John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth                            
(Matt. 3:11-12). 
 
 From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ 
response indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and 
restoration. 
 
The Gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples 3and said to him,           
  “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 
 
 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone 
who takes no offense at me.” 
 
7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John:  

“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 

8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes?  
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 

 
9What then did you go out to see? A prophet?  
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
 

10This is the one about whom it is written,  
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way 
before you.’  

 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John 
the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
SERMON: “Mary, A Servant Of The Lord”  



Page 5 of 8 
 

          
HYMN OF THE DAY 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy  Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
OFFERING 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together: 
God of Light, our world is a very dark place. Therefore, we offer the gifts our 
ourselves, our time and our resources, trusting you will use them to set the world 
aglow with your loving presence. May our offerings continue to shine brightly 
before others so they may see our good works and give glory to you. We ask this 
in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord is with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
At the beginning of creation God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. God saw 
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. In ancient times 
God also led the Israelites through the desert with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of 
fire by night. The priests of old also kept a perpetual fire burning in the Temple to remind 
us that God is a light who cannot be extinguished. 
 
Finally Jesus, the Word, who was with God since the beginning of creation, became flesh 
and lived among us. We have seen his glory shining in our world, full grace and truth.  
Christ's light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. This same 
light has commanded us not to hide our light under a bushel basket, but to put it on a 
lamp stand so that everyone can see it. With our lights burning brightly, we now join the 
saints and angels in a hymn of praise to God, the Everlasting Light. 
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ADVENT HOLY, HOLY, HOLY + Tune: Bring a Torch Jeanette, Isabella 

  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen. 
Let us join in singing our Advent Lamb of God. 
 
ADVENT LAMB OF GOD + Tune: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 
 
WE RECEIVE THE GIFT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AND BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  
Jesus, our bright Morning Star, we give you thanks that you have fed us well through the 
bread and wine of your Supper. May it enable us to shine brightly in all the dark places 
of our world with your love, justice and peace. We ask this in your holy name. Amen. 
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Friends in Christ, receive this blessing: May God the Eternal Word, who dwells with us 
in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, + bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING SONG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 


