
 

“God’s Adopted Children” 
Allan Pole on Sunday morning, December 11th, 2022 

 

 
 
Theme:  The Almighty invites us to be a part of His family. 
 
Text:  Galatians 3:26-4:7 
 
Here’s a thought:  J. Oswald Sanders concluded, “We are at this moment as 
close to God as we really choose to be.  True, there are times when we would 
like to know a deeper intimacy, but when it comes to the point, we are not 
prepared to pay the price involved.” 
 
Dr. Christopher, an old minister, travelled south from his home into London, 
England, to look for his son, who had dishonoured his home and left his 
parents.  He discovered the street’s name after many days, and when the old 
minister, with his white hair, stood at the end of the long road, he knew it was 
beyond him to go from door to door.  There was no address to guide him. 
 
But a street musician came by, and Dr. Christopher stopped him.  Did he know 
an old tune that had been a favourite in the home when the children were 
young?  Would the musician walk with him along the street and play this tune?  
And he told him why.  So, they went slowly, the street musician and the old 
minister with his hat in his hand so everyone could see his face, taking this 
last slender chance to find the son who had no use for him, seeking him who 
had no understanding of the love in his father’s heart. 
 
The Lord has this kind of love for His children, as described in Galatians 
3:26-4:7: 
 26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you 

who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 4:1 What I am saying 
is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, 
although he owns the whole estate. 2 He is subject to guardians and 
trustees until the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were children, 
we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world. 4 But when the 
time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 



 

5 to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 
6 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the 
Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a 
son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. NIV 

 
The Heavenly Father offers us a new: 

Identity 
 

 
 
The King James Version translates Galatians 4:5: 
 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the 

adoption of sons. 
 
The Greeks and Romans thought adoption was significant and established laws 
to govern the process.  When a man had no son, he was permitted to adopt one 
even though the two were unrelated.  He might, if he chose to, adopt one of his 
slaves as a son.  The adopted son took the father’s name and was, in every 
respect, regarded and treated as a son.  Among the Romans, there were two 
parts to the act of adoption:  a private arrangement between the parties and a 
formal public declaration of the fact. 
 
The ceremony of adoption took place in the presence of seven witnesses.  The 
witnesses’ duty was to testify that the transaction was, in truth, the adoption of 
the child.  The formula might accompany the touch of the ceremonial wand, “I 
claim this man as my son.” 
 
A psychiatrist announced, “Congratulations, you are cured!” 
 
His patient whined, “Some cure!  Before I came to you, I was Napoleon.  Now 
I’m just another nobody!” 
 
When we invite Jesus Christ to be our Lord and Saviour, we become somebody, 
children of God.  John 1:12 describes it this way: 
 Yet to all who received Him [Jesus Christ], to those who believed in His 

name, He gave the right to become children of God. NIV 
 
The word “adoption” is used in the Bible only by Paul.  Adoption as a child of 
God is a relationship of grace, unlike the Sonship of Jesus Christ, who was the 
Son of God by nature.  Our adoption involved a change of status, planned from 
eternity and mediated by Jesus Christ, from slavery to sonship. 



 

 
As a boy, James Gray had a friend whose father was very wealthy.  Having 
already made a fortune, the man sought to add to it by purchasing a large tract 
of real estate in upper Manhattan Island.  At that time, people called it Harlem 
Flats.  One day Gray’s young companion said, “Let’s go up and see the land 
Dad bought.”  Dr. Gray, recounting the incident years later, said, “I remember 
how I laughed when we got there.  He couldn’t show me a single spot of dry 
ground.  Tidewater covered the property completely.  I didn’t see much of an 
investment in that for anybody.  But, of course, his father did not acquire it for 
what it was worth then, but for its value in decades to come.” 
 
Today that land has all been filled in and is heavily populated.  It represents 
millions and millions of dollars to its present owners. 
 
What a picture of our relationship with our Heavenly Father!  God sees our 
worth and value even when we don’t.  He looks ahead to the finished product.  
May our character - our life and speech - reveal our new identity through 
Christ to the world. 
 
The Lord is offering you and me a new identity, but we must receive it.  You are 
not who you think you are.  You are not who I think you are.  You are not even 
who God thinks you are.  You are who you think God thinks you are. 
 
Who do you think you are, anyhow?  You are someone who Almighty God loves.  
He loves you because He created you and did not make any junk.  If you have 
invited Jesus Christ to live within you, our Heavenly Father loves you and loves 
Jesus in you.  When our Father looks at you, He sees Jesus. 
 
The Heavenly Father offers us a new: 
Identity 

Intimacy 
 

 
 
In the Greek and Roman culture, after adoption, the son, no longer a slave, had 
the privilege of addressing his former master by the title of “father.”  He had no 
right to do this before. 
 
The more intimate term “Abba” was commonly used in the mixed Aramaic 
dialect of Palestine and was used by children in addressing their father.  It is 
much like the English term “papa.”  God gives all of His adopted children the 



 

right to call Him “daddy” or “papa.” 
 
The God we serve is no remote, impersonal force but is a Father who loves His 
children and is concerned about us.  In Paul’s day, even the most devout Jew 
would not speak of God in such an intimate way.  People today have just as 
much trouble coming to grips with the Almighty God inviting them into a close, 
family-like relationship with Him. 
 
A pastor’s young daughter had to go to bed early because she was not feeling 
well, so she missed her usual playtime with her daddy.  A few minutes later, 
she came to the top of the stairs and called, “Mommy, I need to talk to Daddy.” 
 
“No, honey,” her mother replied, “get back in bed.” 
 
The girl pleaded, “Mommy, please.” 
 
The mother asserted, “No, I said, now that’s enough.” 
 
The daughter insisted, “Mother, I am a very ill woman, and I need to speak with 
my pastor right away.” 
 
The cry “Abba, Father” might have been the traditional cry of the adopted slave.  
Once adopted, the child of God possesses all family rights, including access to 
the Father.  God gives us His Spirit as a promise of more to come and to help 
develop this intimacy that our spirits crave, reminding us that the Father is 
always with us. 
 
One very dark night on a farm, the fire was getting low in the old wood stove. 
“Son,” asked the father, “Go out to the wood pile and bring in another arm full 
of wood.” 
 
The little fellow got up and went to the door and looked out.  He hesitated for a 
few minutes.  Then he explained as he turned to his father, “It’s too dark to go 
out without a father.” 
 
James 4:8 invites you to grow in your intimacy with God: 
 Come near to God and he will come near to you.  Wash your hands, you 

sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. NIV 
 
J. Oswald Sanders (1902-1992) concluded: 

We are at this moment as close to God as we really choose to be.  True, 
there are times when we would like to know a deeper intimacy, but when 
it comes to the point, we are not prepared to pay the price involved. 

 
First of all, do you want to draw near to God?  If you do, are you thoroughly 
convinced that you come to Him not through your good works but only through 



 

Jesus Christ’s sinlessness and sacrificial death?  How do you draw close to 
God?  Are you letting go of all attitudes, words and actions that offend God?  
Do you let Him in on each detail of your life?  Our intimacy with God grows as 
we invite Him into every thought and experience. 
 
The Heavenly Father offers us a new: 
Identity 
Intimacy 

Inheritance 
 

 
 
Galatians 4:2 refers to this ancient office of guardian and trustee.  The steward 
was in charge of the house’s business and special care of the heir.  The steward 
was generally an old faithful slave, though sometimes free men were employed 
this way, honoured by being promoted to ruler over the household. 
 
A man who owned a big city newspaper had three sons.  He offered ownership 
of the paper to the son who could write the most sensational headline of only 
three words.  The first son’s headline was “Trudeau Going Bald.”  The second 
son concocted this:  “Dawkins Becomes Christian.”  But the third son inherited 
the newspaper when he submitted his headline.  It had only two words, “Pope 
Elopes.” 
 
Fortunately, we don’t have to earn our spiritual inheritance through 
sensational works or exceptional cleverness.  God’s grace is sufficient. 
 
Ephesians 1:3 reminds us that we have every reason for optimism: 
 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
NIV 

 
The only way to share the inheritance of promise is through Christ.  He erases 
all ethnic, social and economic distinctions.  When we are born again, we 
become so identified with Him that He makes us co-heirs. 
 
Through adoption into the family of God, we inherit freedom from the burden of 
having to earn our spiritual wages.  We become priests and kings with Jesus 
Christ forever in His heavenly kingdom.  We enjoy the full rights and privileges 
of God’s children.  The oldest son was the heir in Paul’s days, but today, all 
God’s children receive the inheritance of the oldest son, Jesus. 



 

 
A little boy built a sailboat.  He took it to the lake and pushed it in, hoping it 
would sail.  Sure enough, a breeze filled the little sail, billowing and rippling 
along the waves.  Suddenly before the little boy knew it, the boat was out of his 
reach even though he waded in quickly and tried to grab it. 
 
Sometime later, the little boy was downtown and walked past a second-hand 
store.  There in the window, he saw his boat.  So, he went in and said to the 
shop’s owner, “That’s my boat!  I made it.  See?”  And he showed him the little 
scratches and the marks where he hammered and filed.  The man replied, “I’m 
sorry, Sonny.  If you want it, you have to buy it.”  The poor little guy didn’t 
have any money, but he worked hard and saved his pennies. 
 
Finally, one day he had enough money.  He went in and bought the little boat.  
As he left the store holding the boat close to him, he said, “You’re my boat.  
You’re twice my boat.  First, you’re my boat because I made you.  And, second, 
you’re my boat because I bought you!” 
 
God feels that way about us!  We are His - twice His.  First, we’re God’s 
children because He made us.  And second, we are His because He bought 
us - on the cross! 
 
Will you receive your adoption into His family?  Will you enjoy and demonstrate 
the full privileges and responsibilities of being His child?  Will you tell others of 
His invitation? 
 
The Heavenly Father offers us a new: 

Identity 
Intimacy 

Inheritance 
 
The Almighty invites us to be a part of His family. 
 

 
 


