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JOY

• Isaiah 34 and 35 are counterparts 

• Trusting in other nations 

• great desolation: lands are being eaten up 
by flame (v.9), aggressive foliage: thorns and 
brambles (v.13), predatory beasts (v.13,14) 

• Absence of shalom

First Isaiah 34

• Two kingdoms: north - Israel, south - Judah 

• 580s/590s BCE: Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon invaded Jerusalem in Judah 

• Many people from Jerusalem in captivity 
throughout Babylon 

• seen as punishment for idolatry and 
disobedience to Yahweh 

Date: Babylonian exile
• Walter Brueggemann: “Israel’s doxologies 

are characteristically against the data.” 

• reordering of creation  

• Metaphor of the body: 

• “weak hands” (v.3), “feeble knees” (v.3), a 
“fearful heart” (v.4), obscured vision (v.5), 
hindered hearing (v.5), broken bodies (v.6), 
and silent tongues (v.6)

Isaiah 35



• Matthew 11: Jesus fulfills Isaiah 35 

• Vv.4-5: “Go back and report to John what 
you hear and see: The blind receive sight, 
the lame walk, those who have leprosy are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the good news is proclaimed to 
the poor…”

Isaiah 35
• v. 8: highway 

• Clear way through the wilderness 

• Safe from predators and those who harm 

• “wicked fools will not go about it” 

• Better: NRSV: “not even fools, shall go 
astray”  

• all will experience joy 

• God will restore people

Isaiah 35

• Fleming Rutledge (theologian) 

• “The disappointment, brokenness, 
suffering, and pain that characterize life in 
this present world is held in dynamic 
tension with the promise of future glory that 
is yet to come. In that Advent tension, the 
church lives its life.”

But for now, they wait “Superbloom event”



• Isaiah 43:18-19: “Forget the former things; 
    do not dwell on the past. 
See, I am doing a new thing! 
    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
I am making a way in the wilderness 
    and streams in the wasteland.” 

• even in our times of suffering and wilderness 
wanderings, we can still experience joy 

Wilderness
• Brené Brown: joy is the most vulnerable 

emotion we feel 

• lean into joy by practicing gratitude  

• Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama, The 
Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a 
Changing World  

• joy is possible even in difficult times 

What is joy?

• James 1:2: “Consider it pure joy, my brothers 
and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds because you know that the testing of 
your faith produces perseverance…”  

• “Without pain, how could we know joy?' This 
is an old argument in the field of thinking 
about suffering and its stupidity and lack of 
sophistication could be plumbed for centuries 
but suffice it to say that the existence of 
broccoli does not, in any way, affect the taste 
of chocolate.”― John Green 

What is joy?
• v.10: joy comes from being fully with God  

• communal aspect of joy  

• Vv. 3-4: [You] Strengthen the feeble hands, 
[You] steady the knees that give way; [You] 
say to those with fearful hearts, 
    “Be strong, do not fear; 
your God will come…” 

• We need to speak a word out of place, a 
word against the data for one another 

What is joy?



• Practice gratitude 

• Dare to Lead by Brené Brown 

• Surprised by Joy by C.S. Lewis 

• We are on this journey together: lean on one 
another, strengthen one another, remind one 
another that God is at work, be joy bringers 
for one another 

• Lord, come 

In closing…


